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The Vanishing Elephant 

“This incredible story, inspired by true events, 
comes to life through large-scale puppetry, 
illusion, and magic. Jenny, a young elephant, 
is born in the 1900s in Bengal, India and is full 
of curiosity about the world around her. But 
one day her life changes dramatically when 
she is captured and separated from her family. 
She must learn the ways of humans and is 
to be trained to work on clearing the jungle 
so that railways can be built. The training is 
sometimes cruel and hard, but she makes 
friends with an orphaned Indian boy called 
Opu. It is this friendship that lies at the heart 
of The Vanishing Elephant.

“When Jenny is sold to a circus in America, she does not know if she will ever see Opu again, but 
she carries his memory deep within her. She makes the strange journey across the sea to a new 
world filled with many adventures - including meeting the great Harry Houdini, who plans to 
make Jenny magically disappear from the stage of the Hippodrome, New York. Meanwhile, far 
away in India, Opu is now an old man and he recognizes his dear friend in a newspaper story. 
Despite ill health, he makes the same difficult boat journey to New York that Jenny once made. 
There on the stage, they meet again one last time, and together they are part of an amazing and 
moving theatrical vanishing.“1

WATCH
Performance Video
Behind the Scenes Puppetry

ABOUT THE SHOW AND THE COMPANY

1. “The Vanishing Elephant,” Holden Arts, accessed June 13, 2024, https://www.holdenarts.org/vanishingelephant2425.

Photo credit: Melissa Gordon

https://vimeo.com/872644411
https://youtu.be/bjormsvQ8i8?si=MywWI1fDILg7TLPZ
https://www.holdenarts.org/vanishingelephant2425
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The Vanishing Elephant 

Cahoots NI is a theatre company based in Belfast, Northern Ireland, known for its innovative and 
imaginative productions for children and families. Founded in 2001 by Paul Bosco McEneaney, 
Cahoots NI has earned a reputation for creating high-quality, engaging theatrical experiences 
that appeal to audiences of all ages. The company's productions often combine elements of 
storytelling, puppetry, music, and visual effects to create magical and immersive theatrical 
experiences. They have adapted classic stories and literature for the stage, as well as creating 
original works that explore themes relevant to young audiences. Cahoots NI is committed to 
making theatre accessible to all children, including those with disabilities or special needs. 
They frequently collaborate with schools, community groups, and organizations to bring their 
productions to a wide range of audiences. Read More

ABOUT THE COMPANY

Photo credit: Melissa Gordon

https://cahootsni.com/about/
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Rice Sock Warmers 
Grades 3-6 
Students will learn about elephant conservation and animal rights and will relate it to the rights and 
conservation of animals in the S.C. Lowcountry. Students will also be introduced to the styles of Indian art 
and will design rice sock warmers to donate to the Charleston Humane Society.
Click Here for the Lesson Plan

Indigo Resists 
Grades 3-8 
In this workshop, students will learn about India and the art of indigo resist 
fabrics. Students will mimic the art of batik and will create a fabric piece 
honoring the elephant. 
Click Here for the Lesson Plan 

Embodying Animals Theater Game  
Grades 3 & Up 
In this workshop, students will learn about India and its different native animals. After learning about 
The Vanishing Elephant’s use of puppetry, students will work collaboratively in small groups to embody 
different animals through theater games. 
Click Here for the Lesson Plan

Mandalas 
Grades 3 & up 
In this workshop students will learn about India and the art of mandalas. Students 
will practice fractions and will create mandalas to use as a breathing meditation 
technique. 
Click Here for the Lesson Plan

Click here to access our workshop handout of visual aids for benefiting students.

WORKSHOPS

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ag5WALDTXjirJ2NpdKGG72aop1AV2ToS/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105876225303079460093&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1l85PqUl0TidBl30zFQqXw7V6vucc7wUH/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105876225303079460093&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XW1A7ac2wEV_RrA3oci7CSc1sX8wT6ev/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105876225303079460093&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qa-4BgW3CK46vf0AN6Z138tztk2VVWM5/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105876225303079460093&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Pvxo37DjYJGGVcJeul2C0Ka52XioFApViMW7sfD_nHo/edit?usp=sharing
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MUSIC
Indian music is incredibly diverse, with a rich tapestry of traditions that span thousands of years. It encompasses 
classical, folk, devotional, and popular genres, each with its own unique styles, instruments, and cultural 
significance.
•	 Classical Music: Indian classical music is one of the oldest musical traditions in the world, with two main 

branches: Hindustani classical music and Carnatic classical music. Hindustani classical music is primarily 
practiced in North India, while Carnatic classical music is native to South India. Both traditions emphasize 
improvisation, intricate melodies (ragas), and rhythmic patterns (talas). The primary instruments in Hindustani 
classical music include the sitar, tabla, sarod, and flute, while Carnatic classical music features instruments like 
the veena, mridangam, violin, and ghatam. Listen to Hindustani Music

•	 Folk Music: India's folk music traditions are incredibly diverse, varying from region to region. Folk songs often 
reflect the daily lives, rituals, and cultural practices of specific communities. Instruments used in folk music 
range from simple percussion and wind instruments to stringed instruments like the dholak, dhol, shehnai, 
and ektara. Folk dances are often accompanied by vibrant musical performances, further enriching the cultural 
landscape. Listen to Indian Folk Music

•	 Devotional Music: Bhajans (devotional songs) and kirtans (devotional chants) are an integral part of religious 
practices in India, with devotees singing praises to various deities. These musical forms can be found in 
Hinduism, Sikhism, Islam, Christianity, and other religious traditions practiced in India. Bhajans are often 
accompanied by traditional instruments like the harmonium, tabla, and manjira, creating a serene and spiritual 
atmosphere. Listen to Kirtans

•	 Popular Music: India's popular music scene is diverse and dynamic, encompassing a wide range of genres 
including film music (Bollywood), pop, rock, hip-hop, and fusion. Bollywood music, in particular, has a massive 
global following, blending traditional Indian melodies with Western influences to create catchy and melodious 
tunes. Indian pop music has also gained popularity both within India and internationally, with artists like A.R. 
Rahman, Lata Mangeshkar, Kishore Kumar, and ARJUN showcasing the diversity and talent of the Indian music 
industry.2 Listen to Jai Ho

CONNECT: INDIAN CULTURE

2. “Forms of Indian Music,” UN Academy, accessed June 13, 2024, https://unacademy.com/content/karnataka-psc/study-material/history/forms-of-indian-music/.
3. “Bharatanatyam Dance Overview,” Ipassio, accessed June 13, 2024, https://www.ipassio.com/wiki/dance/indian-classical-dance/bharatanatyam.
4. Tanaya Pendurkar, “Living Agile: Lessons from Kathak dance,” posted March 4, 2022, The Arts Quotient, https://theartsquotient.com/living-agile-lessons-from-kath-
ak-dance/.

DANCE
Bharatanatyam Dance
Originating in the southern state 
of Tamil Nadu, Bharatanatyam 
is one of the oldest and most 
widely practiced classical dance 
forms in India. It is known for its 
graceful movements, intricate 
footwork, and expressive gestures. 
Bharatanatyam often narrates 

stories from Hindu mythology and epics like the 
Ramayana and Mahabharata.3  
Bharatanatyam Dance

Kathak
Kathak is a classical dance form 
that originated in northern India, 
particularly in the courts of the 
Mughal emperors. It is characterized 
by fast footwork (tatkar), spins 
(chakkars), and storytelling through 
mime and facial expressions. Kathak 
performances often include both 
rhythmic compositions (tukras) and 
narrative pieces (kathas).4 Kathak 
Dance

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XCV7_LcEruw&t=15s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=twlVvpcs6TY&list=PLwWq-48elhDQ7Ie_K_wK4pFRgmfFV5bAA&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H15hE53msYE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xwwAVRyNmgQ
https://unacademy.com/content/karnataka-psc/study-material/history/forms-of-indian-music/
https://www.ipassio.com/wiki/dance/indian-classical-dance/bharatanatyam
https://theartsquotient.com/living-agile-lessons-from-kathak-dance/
https://theartsquotient.com/living-agile-lessons-from-kathak-dance/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JWhA3ldZcyY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UBYqv21c0Yk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UBYqv21c0Yk
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ART
Madhubani Painting
Madhubani painting is a traditional art form originating from the Mithila region 
of Bihar, India. It has a rich history dating back centuries and is characterized 
by intricate designs, vibrant colors, and themes inspired by nature, mythology, 
and daily life. The art form typically involves using natural pigments and dyes on 
handmade paper or cloth. Artists use brushes, twigs, and even fingers to create 
detailed patterns and motifs. Traditionally, Madhubani paintings were created by 
women, on the walls and floors of their homes, during festivals, weddings, and 
other special occasions.5

Mehndi
Mehndi, or henna, art is a beautiful form of body decoration that has 
been practiced for centuries, particularly in South Asia, the Middle East, 
and North Africa. It involves applying intricate designs using henna 
paste onto the skin, typically on the hands and feet, although designs 
can extend to other parts of the body as well. Beyond its decorative 

purposes, mehndi also holds cultural significance. In many cultures, it is believed to bring good 
luck, prosperity, and ward off evil spirits. Additionally, mehndi ceremonies are an integral part of 
weddings in many South Asian cultures, where the bride and sometimes the groom have their 
hands and feet adorned with intricate henna designs as part of pre-wedding rituals.

Rangoli Art
Rangoli art is a traditional form of decorative art originating from the 
Indian subcontinent. It involves creating intricate patterns and designs 
on the floor, usually in courtyards, entrances, or living spaces, using 
materials like colored rice, dry flour, colored sand, flower petals, or even 
powdered pigments. These designs are often made during festivals, 
ceremonies, and special occasions, such as Diwali (the festival of lights), 

Holi (the festival of colors), weddings, and other celebrations. Rangoli designs vary widely, 
ranging from simple geometric patterns to highly elaborate and detailed motifs inspired by 
nature, religious symbols, or cultural themes.6

Watch: Rangoli Art

CONNECT: INDIAN CULTURE

5. “Madhubani Art,” Wikipedia, updated May 9, 2024, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madhubani_art.
6. “Rangoli,” National Heritage Board, updated December 30, 2021, https://www.roots.gov.sg/ich-landing/ich/rangoli.

https://youtu.be/ujPT-L8APig
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madhubani_art
https://www.roots.gov.sg/ich-landing/ich/rangoli
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Charleston Animal Society
In 1874, Charleston Animal Society was formed as the first animal protection organization in 
South Carolina and one of the first in the nation. Its purpose was then, and has always been, 
to prevent cruelty to animals. Almost 20,000 animals will turn to Charleston Animal Society for 
caring, compassion, and hope this year alone.
Charleston Animal Society

S.C. Marine Turtle Conservation
“The SCDNR Marine Turtle Conservation Program is responsible for managing and protecting 
sea turtles in South Carolina. The program began in 1977 with beach management research 
and in-water tracking of post-nesting loggerheads. The program further developed in the early 
80s with the formation of the nest protection and stranding volunteer networks along the coast 
of South Carolina. Today, the program encompasses research, management, monitoring, and 
education within the local, regional, and international communities.”7 
SCDNR Marine Turtle Conservation Program

SC Wildlife 
https://www.scwf.org/

EXPLORE: LOCAL ANIMAL CONSERVATION AND RIGHTS

https://charlestonanimalsociety.org/our-story/
https://www.dnr.sc.gov/seaturtle/program.htm
https://www.scwf.org/
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Elephant Sanctuary
“Since 1995, The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee has provided home and care to 33 elephants. 
Currently, there are 12 elephant residents, with space to welcome more. The Sanctuary initially 
began on 110 acres and has since expanded to encompass multiple separate and protected, 
diverse habitats, spanning over 3,060 acres. The Sanctuary is honored to provide lifelong 
care for elephants. The changing needs of elephants as they age require lifetime care plans. 
The shared commitment to each elephant’s health and well-being often leads to beneficial 
collaboration with other elephant facilities and owners.”8

The Elephant Sanctuary

International Elephant Foundation
“In 1998, frustrated by the lack of funding available for elephant conservation and research 
efforts, Michael Fouraker, Executive Director of the Fort Worth Zoo, envisioned an elephant 
foundation that would provide funds and expertise to worthy projects. As a board member of 
the very successful International Rhino Foundation (IRF), Michael believed that the organizational 
structure and business plan of IRF could be used as a template for multiple elephant holding 
facilities with diverse missions to come together for a shared common goal of contributing to 
the long-term preservation of elephants.”9

International Elephant Foundation

Elephant Nature Park
“Elephant Nature Park (ENP) is an elephant rescue and rehabilitation centre in
Northern Thailand, founded by renowned elephant rights advocate, Saengduean Chailert, 
known by her nickname Lek. It is the first ethical elephant sanctuary of its kind established in 
Asia and currently provides a caring home to over 100 elephants. Many of the elephants living 
in the sanctuary of Elephant Nature Park have been rescued by Save Elephant Foundation from 
street begging, elephant riding, and circus shows, where they often sustained both physical and 
psychological injuries.”10

Elephant Nature Park

EXPLORE: ELEPHANT CONSERVATION

8. “Mission,” The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee, accessed June 13, 2024, https://www.elephants.com/mission.
9. “About IEF,” International Elephant Foundation, accessed June 13, 2024, https://elephantconservation.org/ief/about-ief/.
10. “About,” Elephant Nature Park, accessed June 13, 2024, https://www.elephantnaturepark.org/.

https://www.elephants.com/mission
https://elephantconservation.org/ief/about-ief/
https://www.elephantnaturepark.org/
 https://www.elephants.com/mission
https://elephantconservation.org/ief/about-ief/
https://www.elephantnaturepark.org/
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SOUTH CAROLINA STANDARDS
3.4.1.PR - Investigate the cultural characteristics of places and regions around the world.

3.2.3.ER - Identify spatial variations in climates around the world and recognize the relationship 
between climate and human activities.

7.2.1.PR Identify select Asian physical systems and human characteristics of places.

7.2.4.HS Compare and contrast the physical and human conditions that lead to the creation of 
dynamic ethnic, gender, language, and religious landscapes of Asian societies.

VA.CR NH.2.2 - I can make art by combining two or more art materials

VA.C NH.6 - I can identify and use different artistic styles, from various cultures and time periods. 

T.PNL.3 - I can use body and voice to communicate character traits and emotions in a guided 
drama experience.

T.PNM.3.2 - I can demonstrate ways that characters change in a guided dramatic experience.
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EDUCATIONAL PARTNERS
The Gaillard Center would like to thank the following educational partners in 
their ongoing support of our Education & Community program. This program 
is also supported, in part, by a grant from a private foundation.

Gaillard Center Partners

Community Partners
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EDUCATIONAL PARTNERS

Institutional Support


