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This Land Is Our Land

Vocalist Martha Redbone, celebrated for her distinctive blend of folk, blues, and gospel, 
is joined by American Patchwork Quartet – comprised of vocalist Falu Shah, guitarist and 
vocalist Clay Ross, drummer Clarence Penn, and bassist Moto Fukushima – for This Land 
is Our Land, an evening of musical storytelling that celebrates the rich cultural tapestry of 
America. Redbone’s appearance marks the first time an Indigenous artist has performed 
as part of a Gaillard Center season, further underscoring the group’s dedication to issues 
of social justice, connecting cultures, and celebrating the human spirit.

ABOUT THE SHOW
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MARTHA REDBONE
Martha Redbone is a Native & African-American vocalist/
songwriter/composer/educator. She is known for her unique 
gumbo of folk, blues, and gospel from her childhood in Harlan 
County, Kentucky infused with the eclectic grit of pre-gentrified 
Brooklyn. Inheriting the powerful vocal range of her gospel-
singing African American father and the resilient spirit of her 
mother’s Southeastern Cherokee/Choctaw culture, Redbone 
broadens the boundaries of American Roots music. With songs 
and storytelling that share her life experience as a Native and 
Black woman and mother in the new millennium, Redbone 
gives voice to issues of social justice, bridging traditions from 
past to present, connecting cultures, and celebrating the 
human spirit. Click here to see her perform

AMERICAN PATCHWORK QUARTET
American Patchwork Quartet (APQ), led by multi-
Grammy award-winning guitarist/vocalist Clay 
Ross, binds timeless American folk songs with 
jazz sophistication, country twang, West African 
hypnotics, and East Asian ornamentation. APQ’s 
sound is a masterful confluence of tradition and 
innovation, transcending culture, politics, and 
ideology.

A southern-born roots music aficionado, Ross is 
also the founder of the world-renowned Gullah 

group Ranky Tanky. In APQ, Ross intertwines with other Grammy-winning artists: Falguni 
Shah, an eleventh-generation Hindustani classical vocalist, Moto Fukushima, a Grammy-
nominated bassist, and Clarence Penn, a drumming protégée of Ellis Marsalis whose 
fibers were honed by African American church traditions. 
Click here to see them perform

MEET THE PERFORMERS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VnAX-_Ona-g&list=RDEMO9t_fJ2s4JdtrLi-5OaRpw&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJ7Xe0x3XG8
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God’s Eye Weaving 
Grades 4-8 
In this workshop, students will be introduced 
to the history of the God's Eye symbol for the 
Huichol people, and its significance in the Navajo 
and Hupa cultures. Students will then work to 
apply their knowledge by creating their own 
Native American-inspired woven art pieces.
Click Here for the Lesson Plan

Native American Pottery Mini-Residency 
Grades 4-8 
Students will learn about the use of pottery 
in Native American culture, specifically for the 
Catawba and Pueblo nations. Students will then 
work to create their own inspired clay pottery over 
the course of this two-day mini-residency. 
Click Here for the Lesson Plan 

Americana Creative Writing 
Grades 6 & Up 
In this workshop, students will be introduced 
to the Americana culture of the early 1900s 
and today. They will then demonstrate their 
knowledge by creating inspired creative writing 
stories that tell tales of hardships in everyday life, 
from their own unique points of view. 
Click Here for the Lesson Plan

EXPLORE: CLASSROOM WORKSHOPS

Click here to access our workshop handout of visual aids for benefiting students.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XSgAL48P49zjddXZ-ikw4HbL_qkyFYP_/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105876225303079460093&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u-JNJaNxPkH2LDRteaWHIuv7YSb5zjDv/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105876225303079460093&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1avkx-9Z56bX37AiH8ugwdTlZQQTTtzLV/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105876225303079460093&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12dyh85SstpOJuyorai0YnmlGhFpbpUY0hSQNDjz31RE/edit
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American roots music, also known as Americana, is a blend of American music that has been 
heavily influenced by the shared and varied traditions of the United States, “with particular 
emphasis on music historically developed in the American South. The term ‘Americana music’ 
was defined by the Americana Music Association (AMA) in 2020 as ‘…the rich threads of country, 
folk, blues, soul, bluegrass, gospel, and rock in our tapestry.’” American roots music’s origins can 
be traced back to the early 1900s, when rural American musicians began incorporating elements 
of folk, blues, and country music into their songs, using acoustic instruments like the guitar, 
banjo, fiddle, and upright bass to tell stories about the hardships of everyday life in America.1

CONNECT: AMERICAN ROOTS MUSIC

1Wikipedia, s.v. “Americana Music,” accessed June 7, 2024, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Americana_music.

The Catawba Nation - Catawba Pottery
"We Are Still Here" - Wassamasaw Tribe Asks for Federal Recognition

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Americana_music
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pvvmf4zmjuQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxV6pkDup_w
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LISTEN 
American Music by The Blasters
Honky Tonk Masquerade by Joe Ely
Copperhead Road by Steve Earle
Taxes On The Farmer, Feeds Us All by Ry Cooder
Blowin’ in the Wind by Bob Dylan

WATCH 
PBS - American Roots Music
American Roots Music Documentary 
RUMBLE: The Indians Who Rocked the 
World – Official Trailer

READ

EXPLORE: MORE RESOURCES

Stand Up and Sing!: Pete Seeger, Folk Music and the Path to Justice
By Susanna Reich 
Inspired by the rhythms of American folk music, this moving account of Pete Seeger's life celebrates his legacy, 
showing kids of every generation that no cause is too small and no obstacle too large if, together, you stand up 
and sing! Pete Seeger was born with music in his bones. Coming of age during the Great Depression, Pete saw 
poverty and adversity that would forever shape his worldview, but it wasn't until he received his first banjo that 
he found his way to change the world. It was plucking banjo strings and singing folk songs that showed Pete how 
music had the incredible power to bring people together. Using this gift throughout his life, Pete encouraged 
others to rally behind causes that mattered--fighting for Civil Rights, ending the Vietnam War, or cleaning up 
the Hudson River. For Pete, no challenge was too great, and what started out as a love for music turned into a 
lifetime of activism and change. His greatest talent--and greatest passion--would become an unforgettable part 
of American history.

When Bob Met Woody: The Story of the Young Bob Dylan 
By Gary Golio 
An enchanting, true story of the 2016 Nobel Prize in Literature winner, Bob Dylan, and his mentor, Woody Guthrie. Bob 
Dylan is a musical icon, an American legend, and, quite simply, a poet. But before he became Bob Dylan, he was Bob 
Zimmerman, a kid from rural Minnesota. This lyrical and gorgeously illustrated picture book biography follows Bob as he 
renames himself after his favorite poet, Dylan Thomas, and leaves his mining town to pursue his love of music in New 
York City. There, he meets his folk music hero and future mentor, Woody Guthrie, changing his life forever.

Honky-Tonk Heroes and Hillbilly Angels: The Pioneers of Country and Western Music  
By Holly George-Warren 
Discover the surprising beginnings and humble origins of the charismatic pioneers who helped shape the country-and-
western scene into the influential musical empire it is today. Included among this collection of legends are Hank Williams, 
Patsy Cline, Loretta Lynn, Johnny Cash, and more unforgettable people who changed the face of music forever!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kbYF5GXD9yQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a9OTcV0a2Yc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uhMO9azmKNU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FbiDVEcXLx0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MMFj8uDubsE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l4s-Ay96Zoc&list=PLXolfAEMBelt-uhEZiRYvgomz1ySYpXRs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8gsVNJPfQs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hovJUoyxulc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hovJUoyxulc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YM-v7jvS9dA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MMFj8uDubsE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YM-v7jvS9dA


7

This Land Is Our Land

Long before the first English settlers arrived, North 
America’s southeastern region was inhabited by 
more than two dozen Native American nations, 
including the Chickasaw, Choctaw, Creek, 
Cherokee, and Seminole. These Native American 
tribes lived along the Atlantic Coast, spreading 
from North Carolina to the Gulf of Mexico, and 
grew corn, beans, squash, sunflowers, greens, and 
tobacco. Generally, women would gather roots 
and berries from surrounding forests, as well as 
tend to the fields while “the men hunted, fished, 
and engaged in trade with one another, as well as 
with other groups to the north and west.”
“Life for the southeastern nations, as for Native 
Americans throughout the Americas, changed 
with European exploration and colonization. The 
Native Americans had no immunity to smallpox 

or other diseases Europeans carried, and the spread of these diseases killed thousands of 
Indigenous people. Others were killed or enslaved by the Spanish explorers who led 16th 
century expeditions through the Southeast.” These factors weakened the remaining tribes and 
caused many to combine with larger nations like the Cherokee and the Creek. With colonization 
came a desire to convert Native Americans to Christianity and to assimilate them with European 
traditions. “These efforts were more successful in the Southeast than most parts of North 
America; indeed, five southeastern nations (the Creek, Cherokee, Choctaw, Chickasaw, and 
Seminole) later became known as the ‘Five Civilized Tribes.’ Europeans viewed even the most 
‘civilized’ tribes as inferior, however, and waves of European immigrants encroached on the 
Native Americans’ land. The southeastern tribes signed treaties to cede land to the colonies 
and moved, only to be followed by new settlers looking for new land. Conflicts between Native 
Americans and white settlers often erupted into violence. These factors weakened the remaining 
tribes and caused some to combine with larger nations like the Cherokee and the Creek in an 
effort to survive, though there are a number of smaller tribal communities that still remain on 
the East coast to this day.”2

CONNECT: SOUTHEASTERN INDIGENOUS CULTURE

2National Geographic, s.v. “Southeast Native American Groups,” last updated October 19, 2023,  
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/southeast-native-american-groups/.

https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/southeast-native-american-groups/
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WATCH 
GA State Parks - Southeastern Indians Documentary
Discovery Education - The People of the Southeast
Native America: A Documentary Exploring the World of America’s First Peoples Native 
Americans of the Southeast

READ

EXPLORE: MORE RESOURCES

The First Fire: A Cherokee Story 
By Brad Wagnon 
The First Fire, A Cherokee Story takes place in a time when animals could do many of the things that people 
do. The Creator gave the animals the world to live on, but they were without a source for heat at night. 
Great Thunder and his sons saw the plight of the animals, so he sent lightning down to strike a tree. The 
tree burst into flames but the tree was on an island. Many animals tried to bring the fire over the water to 
the shore, but they were all unsuccessful. Then one small creature, Water Spider, volunteered. Curious, 
the animals said to her, “We know you could get there safely, but how would you bring the fire back without 
getting burned?”

The Southeast Indians: Daily Life in the 1500s 
By Kathy Jo Slusher-Haas 
A brief introduction to Native American tribes of the Southeast, including their social structure, homes, 
clothing, food, and traditions.

Colonization and the Wampanoag Story (Race to the Truth) 
By Linda Coombs 
Until now, you've only heard one side of the story: the "discovery" of America told by Christopher 
Columbus, the Pilgrims, and the Colonists. Here's the true story of America from the Indigenous 
perspective. When you think about the beginning of the American story, what comes to mind? Three 
ships in 1492, or perhaps buckled hats and shoes stepping off of the Mayflower, ready to start a new 
country. But the truth is, Christopher Columbus, the Pilgrims, and the Colonists didn't arrive to a vast, 
empty land ready to be developed. They arrived to find people and communities living in harmony with 
the land they had inhabited for thousands of years, and they quickly disrupted everything they saw. 
From its "discovery" by Europeans to the first Thanksgiving, the story of America's earliest days has been 
carefully misrepresented. Told from the perspective of the New England Indigenous Nations that these 
outsiders found when they arrived, this is the true story of how America as we know it today began.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2fVX-2o5YY4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-VcNVwFo_g&list=PLEfrwQQvljj9p7QASxXrXUxfZPNDwbCdT&index=14
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DJy9STLb9IU&list=PLEfrwQQvljj9p7QASxXrXUxfZPNDwbCdT
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mnovRkpY96M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MMFj8uDubsE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YM-v7jvS9dA
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CONNECT: NATIVE AMERICANS IN THE SOUTH CAROLINA LOWCOUNTRY

The Lowcountry of South Carolina was once home to more 
than a dozen distinct tribes of Native Americans whose 
existence is now largely forgotten, though their names 
remain integrated into the Lowcountry’s modern landscape 
(Edisto, Chicora, Stono, Wadmalaw, Kiawah, Wappoo, Sewee, 
etc). In the decades after the founding of Charleston in 
1670, the indigenous people of this area interacted regularly 
with white settlers from Europe and enslaved Africans 
transported from the Caribbean. However, their numbers 
gradually reduced as new world cultures continued to mesh 
with those of the Indigenous People, and by the middle 
of the 18th century, the first people of South Carolina’s 
Lowcountry were virtually extinct.

Though small in numbers, several Native American tribes still 
reside in South Carolina today. To explore Native American 
entities who are currently recognized by the state of 
South Carolina, click here.

https://cma.sc.gov/minority-population-initiatives/native-american-affairs/south-carolinas-recognized-native-american-indian-entities
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EXPLORE: MORE RESOURCES
VISIT

EDISTO BEACH STATE PARK 
Walk the Spanish Mount Trail at Edisto Beach State Park that 
leads to the Spanish Mount Shell Midden Site. The site dates to 
approximately 3,000 to 4,000 years ago and features a 12-foot high 
circle of shells that may have been a Native American ceremonial 
site or a midden (trash heap). Click here for more information. 

CHARLES TOWNE LANDING 
Take a tour through the birthplace of South Carolina, Charles 
Towne Landing. This is the site of the first permanent European 
settlements in the Carolinas, where Native Americans, English, 
Africans and Barbadians came together to create the first 
successful English colony in Carolina in 1670. Click here for  
more information.
 
OCONEE STATE PARK 
Visit Oconee Station State Historic Site in the Blue Ridge foothills to 
explore what life was like for the settlers and Native Americans on 
the American frontier. This state park is the site of annual Native 
American Day celebrations, featuring demonstrations such as 
pottery making, bow making, and flint knapping, that help visitors 
learn about the culture of Native Americans before European 
colonization. Click here for more information.
 

WATCH 
Edisto Natchez-Kusso of South Carolina
First Nation: A History of Native Americans in South Carolina
The First Carolinians
Chief John Creel About the Issues His Tribe Faces

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YM-v7jvS9dA
https://southcarolinaparks.com/edisto-beach
https://southcarolinaparks.com/charles-towne-landing
https://southcarolinaparks.com/oconee
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t0TImCHcAWY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CzgDFhG4M0k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hKKyWS1kjH4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KqAAvjxzjmg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YM-v7jvS9dA
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EXPLORE: FOLK MUSIC OF DIFFERENT CULTURES
Americana music is unique in that it is the cumulative product of the United States’ immigrant 
culture, combining folk music from around the world with the influence of Americans' 
continued hardships and daily struggles. While this genre is exclusive to its birthplace, many 
other countries play their own influenced folk music specific to their corner of the world. “[The] 
Definition of ‘folk’ and ‘traditional’ music in different cultures changes, and generally it's hard to 
give a universal definition."3 Click here to explore more folk music from different cultures.

After listening, consider the cultural music you’ve just heard from around the world. 
How are the songs similar to or different from one another? How are they similar to or 
different from American roots music?

LISTEN 
Pole Musa by Equator Sound Band (Kenya)
Calle Del Aire by Estrella Morente (Spain)
Delyar by Sara Naeini (Iran)
Kalesa by Sylvia La Torre (Philippines)
Meitu Mote by Laimas Muzykanti (Latvia)
Kunai Durndurn by Blasius To Una (Papua New Guinea)
Cambalache by Enrique Santos Discepolo (Argentina)

3Author first name, author last name, “Article/page name,” Folkcloud, accessed date, URL.

https://folkcloud.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Afg0cuV9T6Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_nT196jbid0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AN3KEPLhzmI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EAPcDR5DzS4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kS7fkW-8HYw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g1uKk69Ppi0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CpqMpNtvTZk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CpqMpNtvTZk


12

This Land Is Our Land

EXPLORE: MORE RESOURCES
READ

The Study of Folk Music in the Modern World 
By Philip V. Bohlman 
"[This book] is a contribution of considerable substance because it takes a holistic view of the field of 
folk music and the scholarship that has dealt with it." —Bruno Nettl
" . . . a praiseworthy combination of solid scholarship, penetrating discussion, and global relevance." 
—Asian Folklore Studies
" . . . successfully ties the history and development of folk music scholarship with contemporary 
concepts, issues, and shifts, and which treats varied folk musics of the world cultures within the rubric 
of folklore and ethnomusicology with subtle generalizations making sense to serious minds . . . "  
—Folklore Forum
" . . . [this book] challenges many carefully-nurtured sacred cows. Bohlman has executed an 
intellectual challenge of major significance by successfully organizing a welter of unruly data and ideas 
into a single, appropriately complex but coherent, system." —Folk Music Journal
Bohlman examines folk music as a genre of folklore from a broadly cross-cultural perspective and 
espouses a more expansive view of folk music, stressing its vitality in non-Western cultures as well as 
Western, in the present as well as the past.

Listen to the Music: A World of Magical Melodies 
By Mary Richards 
Press the buttons to hear the music in this time-traveling journey around the world, as young 
readers embark on a magical adventure through the history of music! Stopping off at 10 key 
chronologically organized moments in history, in different places around the world, readers 
meet a great musician in each, and can press their instruments to hear a clip of their musical 
masterpieces! From 1600s England, where you can hear the harpsichord play “Greensleeves,” 
to 18th Century Munich, where you can hear Mozart’s piano sonata, to a classical Indian raga in 
1700s Udaipur, to New York in the 1940s, where readers can press Charlie Parker’s saxophone 
to hear bebop jazz, this book will teach children about cultural history, famous musicians, and 
musical genres all while wanting to press the buttons and hear the music again and again. Each 
musician tells you about where they live, how their music was inspired, and what it means to 
them, teaching children about the origins of these most magical melodies. A great playtime or 
bedtime read, complete with a soundtrack that tracks key moments in musical history, children 
will love to listen to the most beautiful and important, genre defining bars of music time and 
time again.

INTERACT 
The Wide World of Music: A Guide to 100 Musical Instruments (Interactive)
Inside The Orchestra (Online Musical Games)

https://www.aaastateofplay.com/the-wide-world-of-music-a-guide-to-100-musical-instruments-interactive/
https://insidetheorchestra.org/musical-games/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CpqMpNtvTZk
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SPECIAL THANKS

The Gaillard Center would like to thank Chief Lisa Collins and the Wassamasaw Tribe of 
Varnertown Indians for their assistance in cultivating a lesson plan that is accurate, culturally 
informed, and representative of the indigenous nations who currently and have previously 
resided on the Southeastern Coast.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Americana_music
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/southeast-native-american-groups/
https://www.refinery29.com/en-us/gods-eye-camping-spiritual-meaning
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EDUCATIONAL PARTNERS
The Gaillard Center would like to thank the following educational partners in 
their ongoing support of our Education & Community program. This program 
is also supported, in part, by a grant from a private foundation.

Gaillard Center Partners

Community Partners
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South Carolina College and Career Ready Academic Standards
4.1.CO - Compare the interactions among cultural groups as a result of European colonization.
4.1.CX - Contextualize the experience of Africans, Europeans, and Native Americans in South 
Carolina.
6.3.CX - Contextualize the experience of Indigenous peoples due to expansion and the conflict 
that arose from it.
USHC.4.CX - Contextualize changes in American culture within new migration patterns, 
participation in global conflict, and capitalist business cycles.
ELA.6.AOR.1.2 - Explain how figurative language impacts mood, tone, and meaning.
ELA.AOR.10 - Evaluate and critique multimedia presentations of a text or subject, including their 
impact on an audience.
ELA.7.AOR.8.1 - Interpret an author's use of figurative, connotative, and technical language in 
literary, informational, and multimedia texts:

a.	 interpret figures of speech (e.g., metaphor) in context and analyze how they function 
within the text;

b.	 determine the relationship between words; and
c.	 distinguish between the connotations of words with similar denotations (e.g., polite, 

diplomatic).
ELA.C.3 - Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences using effective techniques.

South Carolina College and Career Ready Arts Standards
VA.CRNM.1.2 - I can combine several elements of art to construct 2D or 3D artwork.
VA.CNL.6.1 - I can recognize that all cultures create art and explore elements specific to that 
culture/form.

SOUTH CAROLINA STANDARDS


