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The Great Race

ABOUT THE SHOW

Produced by Honolulu Theatre for Youth

Join our characters, Po Po and Kung Kung, as they celebrate Chinese New
Year by making dumplings and sharing the story of The Great Race with
their grandkids, Freddie and Ivy. The show weaves a family celebration with
a re-telling of one of the most beloved tales in Chinese folklore—the origin
story of the Chinese Zodiac.

When the Jade Emperor needs a way to tell time, he decrees that there will
be a Great Race. The first 12 animals to cross the mighty river will have a year named after them. This 12-year cycle
will mark the passage of time. Which animals win the race? What are the traits that help them cross the river?

The show features traditional Chinese movement, music, and martial arts.
EXPLORE MORE HERE
WATCH THE TRAILER

ABOUT THE HONOLULU THEATER FOR YOUTH!

Honolulu Theatre for Youth (HTY) is a professional nonprofit theatre company based in
Honolulu, Hawai‘i, dedicated to creating and presenting theatre and drama education

A for young people, families, and educators throughout the Hawaiian Islands. It is deeply

A rooted in the cultures and people of the Pacific, and its work reflects the history, stories,
Y and diverse cultures of Hawai'i.

¢ Honolulu Theatre for Youth's mission is to produce professional theatre and drama

£ education programs that inspire imagination, empathy, cultural literacy, and critical
thinking in young audiences and school communities. The company believes theatre
and drama are powerful socially-based art forms that help participants see diverse per-

“History and Mission,” Honolulu Theatre for Youth,

accessed January 7, 5026, hupssmmwnyweborgy— SPECEIVES and discover the infinite possibilities in the world.

history-and-mission/.

Honolulu Theatre for Youth offers drama education workshops, residencies in schools, professional development
for teachers, and online drama resources. These programs emphasize inclusivity, serving young people regardless
of cultural, economic, or geographic background.

EXPLORE MORE HERE

1. “History and Mission,” Honolulu Theatre for Youth, accessed January 7, 2026, https://www.htyweb.org/history-and-mission/.



https://www.htyweb.org/national-touring/the-great-race-the-story-of-the-chinese-zodiac-national-touring/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5JicAT1WO4I
https://www.htyweb.org/
https://www.htyweb.org/history-and-mission/
https://www.htyweb.org/history-and-mission/
https://www.htyweb.org/history-and-mission/
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ABOUT THE SHOW

CINQUAIN POETRY: CHINESE ZODIAC ANIMALS

Grades 1-3

In this workshop, students will write five-line Japanese cinquain (pronounced sing-kayn) poems about the Chinese
Zodiac animals, introducing them to the structure of short, expressive verse. Students will select a Zodiac animal
and compose a poem using descriptive adjectives and verbs related to the animal’s traits.

CLICK HERE FOR WORKSHOP

Teachers, please note this is a dual lesson giving students the opportunity to explore Japanese and Chinese culture.

LUNAR NEW YEAR PAPER LANTERNS

Grades K-3

In this workshop, students will learn about Lunar New Year by
creating their own paper lanterns to represent light, luck, and
new beginnings.

CLICK HERE FOR WORKSHOP

“Lunar New Year Paper Lanterns,” Hersheyland, accessed January 7, 2026, https://www.hersheyland.
com/activities/lunar-new-year-paper-lantern.html.

READERS THEATER: THE CHINESE ZODIAC STORY

Grades 1-3

In this workshop, students bring the traditional folktale of The Great Race to life by engaging in a readers theater
performance. Through small-group practice and a performance, students will collaborate to communicate their
Zodiac animal's traits and key themes such as teamwork and perseverance.

CLICK HERE FOR WORKSHOP


http://gaillardcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/Cinquain-Poetry_-Chinese-Zodiac-Animals.pdf
http://gaillardcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/Readers-Theater_-The-Chinese-Zodiac-Story.pdf
http://gaillardcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/Lunar-New-Year-Paper-Lanterns.pdf
https://www.hersheyland.com/activities/lunar-new-year-paper-lantern.html
https://www.hersheyland.com/activities/lunar-new-year-paper-lantern.html
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CONNECT: LUNAR NEW YEAR

Lunar New Year, also known as the Chinese New Year or Spring
Festival, is the most important traditional holiday in China and in
many East and Southeast Asian cultures. It marks the beginning of a
new year based on the lunar calendar, usually falling between January
21 and February 20. The celebration lasts 15 days, ending with the

§ Lantern Festival.

Lunar New Year is rooted in ancient agricultural traditions and is a
& time to honor ancestors, welcome good fortune, and celebrate family
' unity. Common customs include cleaning homes to sweep away
bad luck, decorating with red lanterns and couplets to symbolize
RS prosperity, giving red envelopes (hongbao) with money for good luck,
enjoying reunion dlnners and watching dragon and lion dances. Each year is associated with one of the twelve
animals of the Chinese Zodiac, which influences the year's symbolism and traditions.

The holiday emphasizes values such as renewal, gratitude, harmony, and hope for the future, making it both a
cultural and spiritual celebration that has been observed for thousands of years.

WATCH
LUNAR NEW YEAR

READ

(About Lunar New Year)

F& Lunar New Year Brmgmg In the

A Celebration of Family and Fun
A



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mm9LJC_5g2o
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CONNECT: CHINESE ZODIAC

The Chinese Zodiac is a traditional classification system, rooted in Chinese culture, that assigns an animal sign to
each year in a repeating 12-year cycle. Each year is associated with one of twelve animals—Rat, Ox, Tiger, Rabbit,
Dragon, Snake, Horse, Goat (Sheep), Monkey, Rooster, Dog, and Pig. The Zodiac is closely connected to the lunar
calendar and plays an important role in Chinese New Year celebrations, astrology, folklore, and cultural traditions.?

According to reputable scholarship, the Chinese Zodiac is believed to have developed during the Han Dynasty
(206 BCE-220 CE) and is influenced by astronomy, mythology, and philosophical ideas such as yin and yang and
the Five Elements (wood, fire, earth, metal, and water). Each animal sign is associated with specific personality
traits, symbolic meanings, and cultural values, and people born in a given year are traditionally thought to share
characteristics of that animal. The Zodiac is also used to mark time, understand relationships, and guide customs

and celebrations.

2. Frannie Comstock, “Chinese Zodiac,” Britannica, December 5, 2025, https://www.britannica.com/topic/Chinese-zodiac.


https://www.britannica.com/topic/Chinese-zodiac

CONNECT: ZODIAC ANIMALS

Chinese Zodiac Animals?

Rat*

The Rat is portrayed as quick-thinking and inventive, using intelligence rather than
strength to succeed. The Rat represents clever resourcefulness, problem-solving,
adaptability, and charm. People born in Rat years are often resourceful leaders who
think ahead and find creative solutions.

Characteristics: Intelligent, clever, adaptable, persuasive
Years of Birth: 2020, 2008, 1996, 1984, 1972 (every 12 years)

Ox

The Ox is steady, strong, and dependable, moving forward with diligence, patience, and
determination. In the story, the Ox represents the value of hard work and perseverance.
Those born in Ox years are known for their reliability, discipline, and quiet strength.

Characteristics: Hardworking, patient, dependable, strong
Years of Birth: 2021, 2009, 1997, 1985, 1973

Tiger

The Tiger's presence reflects bravery, power, charisma, and unpredictability. Tigers are
bold and confident, unafraid to face challenges head-on. People born under the Tiger
sign are often natural leaders who act with courage and passion.

Characteristics: Brave, confident, competitive, energetic
Years of Birth: 2022, 2010, 1998, 1986, 1974

Rabbit

The Rabbit is portrayed as gentle, graceful, and quick-witted. Rather than relying

on force, the Rabbit uses agility and careful thinking. This sign represents kindness,
sensitivity, and elegance, and those born in Rabbit years often value peace and harmony.

Characteristics: Gentle, kind, artistic, thoughtful
Years of Birth: 2023, 2011, 1999, 1987, 1975

3. “Chinese Zodiac Animals: What They Are and What They Mean,” Ultimate Kilimanjaro, accessed January 7, 2026, https://www.ultimatekilimanjaro.com/chinese-zodiac-animals-what-they-are-

The Great Race and-what-they-mean/.
4. All photos and animal traits in this section can be found at: “Chinese Zodiac Years and Traits,” Electrical and Computer Engineering, University of Michigan, accessed January 7, 2026, https://

ece.engin.umich.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Lunar-New-Year-2025_Brochure-Proof-1.pdf.



https://www.ultimatekilimanjaro.com/chinese-zodiac-animals-what-they-are-and-what-they-mean/
https://www.ultimatekilimanjaro.com/chinese-zodiac-animals-what-they-are-and-what-they-mean/
https://ece.engin.umich.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Lunar-New-Year-2025_Brochure-Proof-1.pdf
https://ece.engin.umich.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Lunar-New-Year-2025_Brochure-Proof-1.pdf
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CONNECT: ZODIAC ANIMALS

Dragon

The Dragon is a powerful and beloved figure in the performance, symbolizing strength
balanced with compassion. Though mighty, the Dragon pauses to help others, showing
generosity and wisdom. People born in Dragon years are often ambitious, confident,
charismatic, and inspiring.

Characteristics: Powerful, generous, confident, wise
Years of Birth: 2024, 2012, 2000, 1988, 1976

Snake

In the Chinese Zodiac, the Snake is mysterious and strategic, relying on intuition rather
than speed or size. The Snake represents deep thinking and wisdom. Those born in
Snake years are often insightful, calm, and thoughtful decision-makers.

Characteristics: Wise, intuitive, mysterious, calm
Years of Birth: 2025, 2013, 2001, 1989, 1977

Horse

The Horse is energetic and free-spirited, full of movement and enthusiasm. In The Great
Race, the Horse reflects independence and strength. People born in Horse years are
often sociable, active, and driven by a love of freedom.

Characteristics: Energetic, independent, friendly, adventurous
Years of Birth: 2014, 2002, 1990, 1978

Goat

The Goat is portrayed as gentle and cooperative, working peacefully with others. This
sign symbolizes creativity, compassion, and empathy. People born in Goat years are
often artistic, kind, and deeply caring.

Characteristics: Compassionate, creative, gentle, cooperative
Years of Birth: 2015, 2003, 1991, 1979




CONNECT: ZODIAC ANIMALS

Monkey

The Monkey offers humor and cleverness, using agility and teamwork. This sign
represents curiosity, intelligence, and playfulness. Those born in Monkey years are often
inventive problem-solvers with lively personalities.

Characteristics: Clever, playful, curious, inventive
Years of Birth: 2016, 2004, 1992, 1980

Rooster

The Rooster is confident and observant, known for being alert and organized. In the
Chinese Zodiac, the Rooster highlights the importance of teamwork and responsibility.
People born in Rooster years are often honest, hardworking, and detail-oriented.

Characteristics: Confident, observant, responsible, hardworking
Years of Birth: 2017, 2005, 1993, 1981

Dog
The Dog is loyal and sincere, motivated by fairness and friendship. Those born in Dog
years are often trustworthy, protective, and deeply loyal to others.

Characteristics: Loyal, honest, friendly, protective
Years of Birth: 2018, 2006, 1994, 1982

=

PIG

Pig
The Pig is warm and good-natured, representing enjoyment, generosity, and honesty.
People born in Pig years are often generous, gentle, and sincere.

Characteristics: Generous, warm-hearted, easygoing, sincere
Years of Birth: 2019, 2007, 1995, 1983

In The Great Race: The Story of the Chinese Zodiac, each animal's personality helps viewers understand how
different strengths, values, and behaviors are celebrated in Chinese culture. The performance emphasizes
cooperation, empathy, and respect for differences, making the Zodiac not just a calendar system, but a powerful

The Great Race storytelling tradition.
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EXPLORE: ANIMAL SYMBOLISM IN OTHER CULTURES

TURTLE®

Cultural Significance:

In many Indigenous cultures of North America—especially the Lenape and Iroquois—the turtle is central in creation
stories. Itis believed that the Earth was formed on the back of a great sea turtle, which grew large enough to hold
people and land. For some tribes, North America is referred to as “Turtle Island,” as it is believed that when the
earth shakes it is the great World Turtle stretching, symbolizing the effort it takes to carry the weight of the world.

ELEPHANT®

Cultural Significance:

In India and South Asia, elephants are powerful cultural symbols of strength,
intelligence, and support. In Hindu cosmology, elephants are depicted as
supporting the world from the cardinal directions. The king of heaven, Indra, is
said to ride a white elephant named Airavata, known as the “cloud elephant.”
Elephants can represent both the physical and spiritual sustenance of life.

CAT

Cultural Significance:

In ancient Egypt, cats were revered long before internet memes made them famous. As protectors of crops—killing
pests that could destroy harvests—cats came to be seen as protective animals and even considered a deity. Cats
were so important that they were sometimes mummified like humans and thought to guard the pharaoh in the
afterlife.

MANTA RAY’

Cultural Significance:

Especially in Polynesian cultures, the manta ray is seen as a mysterious and
powerful creature. Its graceful swimming and ability to travel the oceans have
inspired spiritual meaning. In Hawaiian creation chants, the manta ray is
considered one of the “higher animals”"—a being capable of diving into realms
inaccessible to humans. It is also viewed as a messenger of the ocean, believed
to carry news and connections across waters.

WOLF®

Cultural Significance:

Wolves are linked to strength and loyalty due to their pack behavior. In mythologies such as ancient Roman and
Norse traditions, wolves appear as both nurturing figures and fierce creatures, symbolizing courage

and individualism.

6,7. Ibid
8. “Animals with Symbolic Meaning Around the World,” International Fund for Animal Welfare, May 6, 2024, https://www.ifaw.org/journal/animals-symbolic-meaning-world.


https://www.ifaw.org/journal/animals-symbolic-meaning-world
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EXPLORE: ANIMAL SYMBOLISM IN OTHER CULTURES

BEAR®

Cultural Significance:

Bears traditionally symbolize courage, strength, and ancestral wisdom. In
Finnish, Siberian, Korean, and many North American Indigenous cultures,
they are associated with ancestors or healing. Norse mythology associates
bears with Odin, the supreme god, while Russian tales describe them as
masters of the forest.

LION

Cultural Significance:

Lions represent power, bravery, and royalty. They are deeply embedded in ancient art, myth, and symbolism—from
Egyptian deities like Sekhmet to Mesopotamian leadership imagery. In many cultures, the lion’s status as “king”
reflects ideals of strength and guardianship.

owL™

Cultural Significance:

Owls are widely associated with wisdom (associated with Athena

in Ancient Greece). However, interpretations vary: in some African,
Indian, and Japanese traditions they are omens of misfortune, while
in parts of modern Japan they can signify good luck. Indigenous
North American cultures attribute diverse meanings, from spiritual
calls to protective roles, depending on tribal tradition.

DEER™

Cultural Significance:

Deer often symbolize gentleness, new beginnings, and transformation. In Greek mythology, deer were sacred to
the goddess Artemis. Across many traditions, human-to-deer transformations in myth reinforce their mystical and
liminal presence between human and natural worlds.

TIGER

Cultural Significance:

Tigers signify power, courage, and superiority. In Korean culture, they embody strength and protection. In Chinese
lore, the tiger is considered the king of animals and often serves as a benevolent guardian. Tigers also feature
among the 12 animals of the Chinese Zodiac and are connected to deities like Shiva and Durga in India, while in
some Buddhist contexts they symbolize intense emotion.

9,10,11. Ibid
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EXPLORE: ANIMAL SYMBOLISM IN OTHER CULTURES

AMERICAN BISON

Cultural Significance:

The American bison (often called buffalo) holds deep meaning
in Indigenous North American traditions. It represents safety,
power, endurance, and community sustenance. Across Plains
cultures, bison were essential for food, tools, shelter, and
ceremonial life, and they continue to be honored in rituals and
legends as “Brother Buffalo.”

FOX

Cultural Significance:

Foxes are commonly linked to cleverness, mischief, and
trickery in folklore across Europe, Asia, and Africa. The English
expression “outfox” reflects how widely the fox has been
associated with cunning. Cultural depictions vary: in some tales
foxes are tricksters, while in others they can also symbolize
fertility and other qualities.

-

“American Bison,” Sergio Boccardo, Shutterstock, Earth Justice, November
6, 2014, https://earthjustice.org/article/top-four-reasons-the-american-bi-
son-makes-a-great-mascot.
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“A young red fox hunting in a field after harvest,” Vaclav, Adobe Stock, May 6, 2024,
https://www.ifaw.org/journal/animals-symbolic-meaning-world.



https://earthjustice.org/article/top-four-reasons-the-american-bison-makes-a-great-mascot
https://earthjustice.org/article/top-four-reasons-the-american-bison-makes-a-great-mascot
https://www.ifaw.org/journal/animals-symbolic-meaning-world
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EXPLORE: GLOBAL NEW YEAR CELEBRATIONS"?

GREGORIAN NEW YEAR
When: January 1
Where: Celebrated globally

Traditions:

*  Midnight countdowns and fireworks

«  Singing Auld Lang Syne in some countries

+  Making New Year's resolutions

+  Public celebrations such as the Times Square ball drop in New York or
fireworks over Sydney Harbour

Foods:

+  Black-eyed peas (United States) for good luck

*  Grapes (Spain and parts of Latin America), eaten at each midnight chime
for prosperity

i L &=, —E

B : “15 Best Places to Spend New Year's Eve in the U.S.A."
* Champagne or Sparkllng drlnks to toast the new year Greenvans, Family Vacations & Road Trips, November 9, 2023, https://www.rentgreenvans.com/

blog/best-places-spend-new-years-eve-usa/.

LUNAR NEW YEAR

When: Between January-February

Where: China, Vietnam, Korea, and many East and Southeast Asian
communities

Traditions:

+  Family reunions and honoring ancestors

+  Lion and dragon dances to bring good fortune

+  Giving red envelopes (hongbao) filled with money

+  Cleaning homes before the new year to sweep away bad luck

Foods:"

+  Dumplings, symbolizing wealth

+  Longevity noodles, for happiness and long life
+  Spring rolls, symbolizing wealth

DIWALI: HINDU NEW YEAR
When: October-November (dates vary each year)
Where: India and Hindu communities worldwide

Traditions:

«  Festival of Lights marking the victory of light over darkness

«  Atime for spiritual reflection, new beginnings, cleansing one’s soul, and
welcoming prosperity and happiness

*  Homes are adorned with lamps and candles

+  Colorful rangoli (decorative designs made with colored powders) decorate
the streets

+  Families exchange gifts and attend fireworks displays

Foods:

. Fam”ies enjoy Specia| sweets Corinne Sharabi, “Beyond January 1st: New Year Celebrations Around the World,”
Get Blend, Localization Insights, December 2, 2024, https://www.getblend.com/blog/new-year-cel-

ebrations-around-the-world/.

12. Corinne Sharabi, “Beyond January 1st: New Year Celebrations Around the World,” Get Blend, Localization Insights, December 2, 2024, https://www.getblend.com/blog/new-year-celebrations-
around-the-world/.

13.12 Lucky Chinese New Year Foods to Greet the Year of Snake 2026,” China Highlights, accessed January 7, 2026, https://www.chinahighlights.com/travelguide/chinese-food/chinese-new-year-
food.htm



https://www.rentgreenvans.com/blog/best-places-spend-new-years-eve-usa/
https://www.rentgreenvans.com/blog/best-places-spend-new-years-eve-usa/
https://www.getblend.com/blog/new-year-celebrations-around-the-world/
https://www.getblend.com/blog/new-year-celebrations-around-the-world/
https://www.getblend.com/blog/new-year-celebrations-around-the-world/
https://www.getblend.com/blog/new-year-celebrations-around-the-world/
https://www.chinahighlights.com/travelguide/chinese-food/chinese-new-year-food.htm
https://www.chinahighlights.com/travelguide/chinese-food/chinese-new-year-food.htm
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EXPLORE: GLOBAL NEW YEAR CELEBRATIONS

NOWRUZ: PERSIAN NEW YEAR
When: Spring equinox (around March 20)
Where: Iran and parts of Central Asia, the Middle East, and beyond

Traditions:

«  Spring cleaning

«  Setting a Haft-Seen table, featuring seven symbolic items beginning with
the letter “S”

«  Visiting friends and family and exchanging gifts

Foods:

. Sabzi polo (herbed rice)

«  Fish, symbolizing life

*  Reshteh polo (noodle rice), representing guidance and direction in the
new year

SONGKRAN: THAI NEW YEAR
When: April
Where: Thailand

Traditions:
+  Large-scale water fights, symbolizing washing away misfortune
«  Paying respects to elders and visiting temples

Foods:
«  Traditional Thai dishes such as curries and tropical fruits shared
with family

ENKUTATASH: ETHIOPIAN NEW YEAR
When: September 11 or 12
Where: Ethiopia

Traditions:

+  Celebrating the end of the rainy season
+  Wearing traditional clothing

. Family and community gatherings

Foods:
+  Injera (sourdough flatbread)
. Doro Wat (spicy chicken stew)

“Happy Nowruz 2019! Persian New Year Traditions and Haft Seen Photos,”
Turmeric & Saffron (blog), March 19, 2019, https://turmericsaffron.blogspot.com/2019/03/ha -
nowruz-2019-persian-new-year.html.

HIJRI - ISLAMIC NEW YEAR
When: Varies according to the lunar calendar
Where: Observed globally in Muslim communities

Traditions:
*  Quiet reflection and prayer
+  Family gatherings

Foods:
*  There are no universal foods, but families may share
traditional regional dishes during gatherings

Associated Press Photo, “What is Ethiopian New Year that Nation is Celebrating on Tuesday?,”
Sputnik Africa, December 9, 2023, https://en.sputniknews.africa/20230912/what-is-ethiopian-new-
year-that-nation-is-celebrating-on-tuesday-1062056297.html.


https://turmericsaffron.blogspot.com/2019/03/happy-nowruz-2019-persian-new-year.html
https://turmericsaffron.blogspot.com/2019/03/happy-nowruz-2019-persian-new-year.html
https://en.sputniknews.africa/20230912/what-is-ethiopian-new-year-that-nation-is-celebrating-on-tuesday-1062056297.html
https://en.sputniknews.africa/20230912/what-is-ethiopian-new-year-that-nation-is-celebrating-on-tuesday-1062056297.html
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EXPLORE: GLOBAL NEW YEAR CELEBRATIONS

ROSH HASHANAH: JEWISH NEW YEAR
When: September or October
Where: Globally in Jewish communities

Traditions:

+  Attending synagogue services

. Blowing the shofar (ram'’s horn)

+  Reflecting on the past year and setting intentions

Foods:

+  Apples dipped in honey for a sweet year

*  Round challah bread, symbolizing the cycle of life
«  Pomegranates, representing abundance

MATARIKI: MAORI NEW YEAR
When: Late May to early June
Where: New Zealand

Traditions:

+  Observing the rising of the Matariki star cluster

+  Celebration involves storytelling, traditional dances, and the sharing of
Maori myths and legends

Foods:
. Foods cooked in earth ovens (hangi)
+  Seasonal vegetables and seafood, honoring the harvest

READ MORE
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“Rosh Hashanah: The Jewish New Year,”
The Jewish Agency for Israel, accessed January 7, 2026, https://www.jewishagency.org/rosh-ha-
shanah-guide/

Fiona Goodall, “Te Taumata Kapa Haka being performed for Matariki in New Zealand,” Christianity
Today, July 1, 2024, https://www.christianitytoday.com/2024/07/matariki-maori-new-zealand-chris-

tian-festival/.

Across cultures, all new year celebrations remind us that people around the world mark new beginnings in
meaningful ways—using family, tradition, and food to express hope for the year ahead.


https://www.jewishagency.org/rosh-hashanah-guide/
https://www.jewishagency.org/rosh-hashanah-guide/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/2024/07/matariki-maori-new-zealand-christian-festival/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/2024/07/matariki-maori-new-zealand-christian-festival/
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The Gaillard Center would like to thank the following educational partners in their ongoing support of our Education and
Community program. This program is also supported, in part, by a grant from a private foundation.

Charleston Gaillard Center Partners
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Small Business Members

Community Partners

Annex Dance Company College of Charleston

Anson Street African Burial Ground Project Cuisine Rescue

Anson Street African Burial Memorial Dance Conservatory of Charleston
Blue Bicycle Books Engaging Creative Minds

Lowcountry Jazz Festival/Closing the Gap in Health Care
MOJA Arts Festival

Southeastern Wildlife Exposition

Spoleto Festival USA

Buxton Books Free Verse Festival We Are Family
Charleston County Public Library HEART

Charleston Jazz International African American Museum

Charleston Symphony KultureCity




