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ABOUT THE SHOW 
ABOUT THE SHOW
The Giver
Based on the novel The Giver by Lois Lowry, 1993. Produced by special arrangement with The Dramatic Publishing 
Company of Woodstock, Illinois.

This Newbery-Award winning, best-selling book for young readers has become the gold standard for the genre. 
Told with deceptive simplicity, this is the provocative story of a boy who experiences something incredible and 
undertakes something impossible. In the telling, audiences question every value that they have taken for granted 
and reexamine their most deeply held beliefs.

THE STORY
The novel is set in a seemingly perfect community where all pain and suffering 
have been eliminated. The story follows a 12-year-old boy named Jonas, who 
is selected to inherit the role of Receiver of Memory from the Giver, who alone 
holds the memories of the true joys and pains of life. In the process, Jonas begins 
to understand the dark secrets of his society and the sacrifices made for the sake 
of Sameness.

PERFORMANCE
Grades 6-12: This Literature to Life Award winner marked the first young adult 
novel on the Literature to Life roster. Adapted by Elise Thoron, this piece features 
60 minutes of solo performance focusing on the relationship between the 
young Jonas and his mentor, the Giver. As Jonas trains to become the Receiver 
of Memory, the buried truth about the world that he was born into becomes 
hauntingly clear to both Jonas and the audience.

WHY THIS MATTERS FOR STUDENTS IN GRADES 6-12
Students at these ages are at a pivotal stage of life where they are actively navigating their identity and place in 
the world. The Giver provides a powerful lens through which to examine these personal struggles. The novel’s 
exploration of conformity and peer pressure challenges students to think about how their own choices, beliefs, and 
emotions are shaped by their communities, and what it means to be a truly free-thinking individual.

By examining Jonas’ journey, students can reflect on the courage it takes to embrace individuality and question the 
world around them. Students will learn to appreciate the complexity of human experience, understanding that both 
joy and pain are essential components of a full life. 

“The Giver,” Penguin Random House, accessed October 20, 
2025, https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/104094/
the-giver-by-lois-lowry/.

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/104094/the-giver-by-lois-lowry/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/104094/the-giver-by-lois-lowry/
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CLASSROOM WORKSHOPS
A Memory In Color: Creating Visual Narratives
Grades 8-12
In this workshop, students will explore the themes of memory and color in Lois Lowry’s The Giver. After discussing 
the novel’s concept of “Sameness”—a world devoid of color and emotion—they reflect on how the presence of color 
shapes emotional experience. Students then create a personal art piece that visually represents a memory, using 
colors to express emotions like joy, sadness, or peace. The activity encourages them to think about how different 
colors interact to convey mood, and students share their artwork with peers to discuss the challenges of translating 
emotions into visual form.  
Click for lesson plan  

The Weight of Words: Giving Voice to Memory 
Grades 8-12
In this workshop, students will explore how language in The Giver is used to 
suppress or express emotion. Students discuss how words like “love” and 
“release” lose meaning in the novel’s controlled society, and how Jonas begins 
to rediscover their emotional power through memory. Students will write short 
poems about personal memories, using sensory details and poetic devices to 
express deep emotions. By sharing their work, students reflect on the power of 
voice and choice. 
Click for lesson plan 

Acting With Emotion: Bringing Memories to Life
Grades 8-12
In this workshop, students will explore theatrical emotional expression and suppression in The Giver. Students 
begin by discussing the emotional restrictions in The Community and how Jonas changes as he begins to feel 
deeply. Through acting exercises, they perform two contrasting scenes—one emotionless and one rich with 
feeling—to explore how body language, voice, and facial expressions can convey (or hide) emotion. The workshop 
helps students reflect on the power of human connection, empathy, and individuality, preparing them to better 
understand how emotion is portrayed in the performance.
Click for lesson plan

“The Giver,” Penguin Random House, accessed October 20, 
2025, https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/104094/
the-giver-by-lois-lowry/.

http://gaillardcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/TheGiver_AMemoryInColor.pdf
http://gaillardcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/TheGiver_Poetry_GivingVoiceToMemory.pdf
http://gaillardcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/TheGiver_ActingWithEmotion.pdf
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/104094/the-giver-by-lois-lowry/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/104094/the-giver-by-lois-lowry/
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CONNECT: ABOUT THE AUTHOR: LOIS LOWRY
ABOUT THE AUTHOR: LOIS LOWRY1

Lois Lowry is an American author of more than 30 books for young adults, renowned for her ability to tackle 
complex and challenging themes.2 The Giver is arguably her most famous and enduring work, winning the 
prestigious Newbery Medal in 1994. Lowry wrote the novel to explore the importance of memory and how history 
shapes our understanding of the world. She was particularly inspired by her father’s fading memories in his old 
age, which led her to ponder what it would be like to live in a world without a past.3 Her work is celebrated for its 
clarity and its unflinching exploration of difficult topics, encouraging young readers to think critically about society, 
humanity, and personal freedom.
Read more about Lois Lowry

READ MORE
The Giver is the first book in a quartet. The other books are:
•	 Gathering Blue
•	 Messenger
•	 Son

WATCH
Lois Lowry’s inspiration for The Giver

1. “Lois Lowry,” Reading Rockets, accessed October 21, 2025, https://www.readingrockets.org/people-and-organizations/lois-lowry. 
2. “Lois Lowry,” Wikipedia, updated September 22, 2025, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lois_Lowry.
3. “Lois Lowry’s Inspiration for The Giver,” BUILD Series, March 11, 2015, YouTube, 2:29, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gd0D-Lr0mkY

http://loislowry.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gd0D-Lr0mkY
https://www.readingrockets.org/people-and-organizations/lois-lowry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lois_Lowry
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gd0D-Lr0mkY
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CONNECT: HOW DO THEMES FROM THE GIVER IMPACT MY LIFE? 

THEME: The Value of Memory & History
In Jonas’s community, memories are locked away. People do not know about the past, whether it is the joy of snow 
or the pain of war. They are protected from bad memories, but they also lose the good ones.

Photo from Academic Help, 
accessed October 21, 2025, 
https://academichelp.net/
samples/academics/essays/
analysis/theme-of-the-giver-by-
lois-lowry.html.

Think about your own life:
Have you ever looked at old family photos or heard stories about your parents or grandparents? Those memories 
connect you to your past.

Similarly, the history of a city like Charleston is filled with both beautiful and difficult moments. Understanding that 
history helps us learn and grow. The Giver teaches us that without memory, we lose our identity. We cannot learn 
from our mistakes, appreciate our progress, or truly understand who we are.

THEME: The Importance of Feeling All Emotions 
The people in Jonas’s community don’t feel anger, sadness, or heartbreak. But they also don’t feel love, true 
happiness, or passion. They live in a state of “Sameness,” a constant, mild contentment.

Think about your own life:
Social media can sometimes feel like a pressure to only show the “good” parts of your life. Everyone seems to be on 
vacation or at a party.

But realistically, life is not a highlight reel. We often feel a full range of emotions: the excitement of a Friday night, 
the disappointment of a bad test grade, the pride of a team victory, the sadness of a disagreement with a friend.

The Giver shows us that avoiding pain means you also avoid joy. It is the contrast, the knowledge of both, that makes 
life rich and meaningful. Feeling our feelings, even the difficult ones, is what makes us fully human.

https://academichelp.net/samples/academics/essays/analysis/theme-of-the-giver-by-lois-lowry.html
https://academichelp.net/samples/academics/essays/analysis/theme-of-the-giver-by-lois-lowry.html
https://academichelp.net/samples/academics/essays/analysis/theme-of-the-giver-by-lois-lowry.html
https://academichelp.net/samples/academics/essays/analysis/theme-of-the-giver-by-lois-lowry.html
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CONNECT: HOW DO THEMES FROM THE GIVER IMPACT MY LIFE?4

“The Power of Choice,” Team 
Body Project, December 7, 
2017, https://teambodyproject.
com/motivation/the-power-of-
choice/.

THEME: The Power of Choice
The community in The Giver makes all the choices for its citizens. They choose your job, your partner, and even 
how many children you have. This eliminates mistakes, but it also eliminates freedom. Jonas’s journey is about 
reclaiming the right to choose. 

Think about your own life:
Right now, we are making choices every single day: what classes to take, who to spend time with, what hobbies to 
pursue. These choices are sometimes scary. What if we choose the wrong path?

The Giver reminds us that the ability to choose is a gift worth fighting for. Even if a choice leads to a difficult 
outcome, it is a part of our journey and our identity. Our choices shape us.

WATCH
Main themes In The Giver

4. “Themes in the novel The Giver by Lois Lowry,” ELA-ted, accessed October 21, 2025, https://www.elated.us/themes-in-the-novel-the-giver.html. 

https://teambodyproject.com/motivation/the-power-of-choice/
https://teambodyproject.com/motivation/the-power-of-choice/
https://teambodyproject.com/motivation/the-power-of-choice/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=82X9F55sqvE
 https://www.elated.us/themes-in-the-novel-the-giver.html
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EXPLORE: UTOPIA VS DYSTOPIA
UTOPIA VS DYSTOPIA
places where everything is perfect, characterized by ideal laws, social 
conditions, and happiness for all citizens. 

Conversely, dystopian societies appear perfect on the surface but are 
fundamentally flawed, often featuring oppressive social control and  
widespread suffering. While utopias focus on achieving maximum human 
potential and collective well-being, dystopias typically arise from a corrupted 
attempt to create a perfect system, resulting in loss of individuality and 
freedom. Literature that explores these concepts often uses dystopia as a 
cautionary tale to critique contemporary political, social, or technological 
trends. Ultimately, the contrast between the perfect dream of a utopia and the 
nightmarish reality of a dystopia serves as a powerful means for authors, like 
Lois Lowry, to explore the complexities of power and human nature.

Did you know?
There are real places in our world that claim to be utopian, following 
certain ideologies. Keep reading to learn more!

Auroville
Auroville is an experimental “universal township” located in India, 
founded in 1968 with the aim of realizing human unity, peace, and 
progress, transcending nationality, politics, and religion. It is explicitly 
conceived as a utopian project, striving for an ideal, sustainable 
society with a non-monetary economy, communal work, and an 
emphasis on unending spiritual and educational development.5 

Maharishi Vedic City
The Maharishi Vedic City in Iowa is a unique, intentional community 
founded in 2001 on the principles of Maharishi Mahesh Yogi’s 
Transcendental Meditation movement. As a modern utopian 
experiment, its central mission is “Enhancing the health, well-being, 
and quality of life”  by strictly aligning the entire city with Vedic 
architecture, a design system based on natural law. The Maharishi 
Vedic architectural strategies “promote physical and mental health, 
family harmony, success, and the growth to enlightenment”. 
The city features a dedicated “Peace Palace” serving as a hub of 
Transcendental Meditation to generate inner peace and dissolve 
stress.

Leo Canham, “Utopia/Dystopia Fine Art Print,” Threadless, accessed 
October 21, 2025, https://www.threadless.com/shop/%40Leocanham/
design/utopia-dystopia/home/fine-art-print?srsltid=AfmBOopFVLvDN
e6NU2Wxwpa7SzVuB32EmUEG4HXmOUbdNBDHWteSPskW

“Auroville, the City of Dawn,” Auroville.org, accessed October 20, 2025,  
https://auroville.org/

Andy Hallman, “Maharishi Vedi City seeks ideas for mostly vacant pandit campus,” 
Southeast Iowa Union, September 11, 2019, https://www.southeastiowaunion.com/
news/maharishi-vedic-city-seeks-ideas-for-mostly-vacant-pandit-campus/.

5. “Home,” Auroville, accessed October 20, 2025, https://auroville.org/. 

https://www.threadless.com/shop/%40Leocanham/design/utopia-dystopia/home/fine-art-print?srsltid=AfmB
https://www.threadless.com/shop/%40Leocanham/design/utopia-dystopia/home/fine-art-print?srsltid=AfmB
https://www.threadless.com/shop/%40Leocanham/design/utopia-dystopia/home/fine-art-print?srsltid=AfmB
https://auroville.org/
https://www.southeastiowaunion.com/news/maharishi-vedic-city-seeks-ideas-for-mostly-vacant-pandit-campus/
https://www.southeastiowaunion.com/news/maharishi-vedic-city-seeks-ideas-for-mostly-vacant-pandit-campus/
https://auroville.org/
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Arcosanti
Arcosanti is an experimental town founded in Arizona in 1970 by 
architect Paolo Soleri. This project is a tangible prototype of arcology, 
a combination of “architecture” and “ecology,” which seeks to 
combine the density and richness of an urban setting with a minimal 
impact on the environment. Arcosanti embodies a utopian vision by 
striving to create a resilient, equitable community integrated with 
nature, offering an alternative to unsustainable urban sprawl through 
thoughtful, compact design. Residents participate in workshops, 
construction, and artistic production as part of an ongoing social and 
architectural experiment aimed at inspiring a reimagined  
urban future. 

The Community vs. Utopian Societies:
In contrast to utopian societies outlined above, The Community in Lois Lowry’s novel, The Giver, represents a 
deceptive dystopia masquerading as a utopia. Jonas’s community seeks to eliminate common societal ills like 
poverty, conflict, and war, but it implements radical controls in pursuit of that goal: suppressing emotions. The 
Community in The Giver sacrifices genuine human experience, individuality, and freedom for the sake of safety and 
predictable order.

The key difference between The Community and the utopian societies above lies in their approach to human 
experience. These real-world societies are ongoing, imperfect utopian experiments that value a progressive 
evolution of consciousness. The Community in The Giver however, is a failed, static dystopia where the attempt to 
create a perfect world by suppressing all color, memory, and emotion has eradicated the essential complexity of 
being human.

“Arcosanti’s Architecture,” Arcosanti, accessed October 21, 2025, https://www.arcosanti.
org/architecture/.

6. “Home,” Maharishi Vedic City, accessed October 20, 2025, https://maharishivediccity-iowa.gov/. 
7. “Welcome to Arcosanti,” Arcosanti, accessed October 21, 2025, https://www.arcosanti.org/.

https://www.arcosanti.org/architecture/
https://www.arcosanti.org/architecture/
https://maharishivediccity-iowa.gov/
https://www.arcosanti.org/
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EXPLORE: WHEN HAS OUR FREEDOM BEEN UNDER THREAT?

WHEN HAS OUR FREEDOM BEEN UNDER THREAT?
Throughout history and modern times, freedom of 
choice has been threatened by a variety of forces, 
including governments, oppressive ideologies, 
societal norms, and economic constraints. Specific 
examples include the suppression of free speech 
during wartime, the denial of rights to minority 
groups, and the ongoing erosion of democratic 
processes around the world.

•	 Wartime suppression: During World War I, the U.S. government passed the Espionage and Sedition Acts 
to punish dissent and speech critical of the war effort. The Supreme Court upheld these laws, curtailing free 
speech protections until the 1950s.8

•	 Religious persecution and censorship: Throughout history, and notably during the Protestant Reformation, 
monarchs and religious authorities used censorship and persecution to suppress ideas that challenged their 
doctrines. This included banning books and prosecuting individuals for perceived heresy.9

•	 Slavery and Reconstruction: The institution of slavery in the U.S. was the ultimate denial of choice, as it 
stripped enslaved people of all rights and autonomy. Following the Civil War, formerly enslaved people were 
terrorized and violently prevented from exercising their new rights, such as voting.

•	 Jim Crow era and segregation: For decades after Reconstruction, “separate but equal” laws, which were 
legalized by the Plessy v. Ferguson Supreme Court decision,10 enforced racial segregation and denied Black 
Americans equal opportunities, including in education and housing.

•	 Women’s suffrage: For much of history, women were denied the right to vote and faced other legal restrictions 
based on gender stereotypes. Suffragists often faced arrest for protesting.

•	 Book bans and censorship: Across the U.S., there has been an increase in efforts to ban books from libraries 
and schools. This censorship limits access to diverse perspectives, information, and ideas.

Getty Images, “Two direction signs, one pointing left (Censorship), and the other one, pointing right (Free speech),” 
Forbes, updated September 1, 2023, https://www.forbes.com/sites/marybethgasman/2023/08/31/why-freedom-of-
expression-and-academic-freedom-are-so-important/.

8. “Espionage Act of 1917 and Sedition Act of 1918 (1917-1918),” Historic Document, National Constitution Center, accessed October 21, 2025, https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/
historic-document-library/detail/espionage-act-of-1917-and-sedition-act-of-1918-1917-1918. 

9. Joshua J. Mark, “Protestant Reformation,” World History Encyclopedia, November 10, 2021, https://www.worldhistory.org/Protestant_Reformation/. 
10. “Plessy v. Ferguson (1896),” Milestone Documents, National Archives, accessed October 20, 2025, https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/plessy-v-ferguson. 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/marybethgasman/2023/08/31/why-freedom-of-expression-and-academic-freedom-are-so-important/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/marybethgasman/2023/08/31/why-freedom-of-expression-and-academic-freedom-are-so-important/
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/historic-document-library/detail/espionage-act-of-19
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/historic-document-library/detail/espionage-act-of-19
https://www.worldhistory.org/Protestant_Reformation/
https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/plessy-v-ferguson
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EXPLORE: WHY IS HISTORY AND MEMORY OF OUR PAST IMPORTANT TO US?

WHY IS HISTORY AND MEMORY OF OUR PAST IMPORTANT TO US?
History and memory of our past are vital because they offer the collective wisdom to make informed choices and 
avoid repeating previous societal errors. By accepting the full spectrum of the past, including pain and sadness as 
we learned in The Giver, we retain the capacity to truly feel deep joy, love, and emotional connection, which are lost 
in the sterile “Sameness.” 

Memory provides essential perspective. It allows us to understand current circumstances, and can help prevent 
us from passively accepting oppressive rules. Without a shared history, a community loses its cultural depth and 
the ability to feel individual affection, replacing it with surface-level politeness and manufactured familial bonds. 
Ultimately, Lois Lowry suggests a powerful lesson—that a life without the burden of memory is also a life devoid of 
genuine humanity and the complexity that makes existence meaningful.

Other utopian/dystopian-themed books to explore:
•	 Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
•	 Brave New World by Aldous Huxley
•	 1984 by George Orwell
•	 The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins
•	 Divergent by Veronica Roth

Cynthia Resor, “Collective Memory: How Do Memories of the Past Inform Our Future?”, Socialstudies.com, August 26, 
2020, https://www.socialstudies.com/blog/collective-memory-how-do-memories-of-the-past-inform-our-future/.

https://www.socialstudies.com/blog/collective-memory-how-do-memories-of-the-past-inform-our-future/
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EDUCATIONAL PARTNERS
The Gaillard Center would like to thank the following educational partners in their ongoing support of our Education and 
Community program. This program is also supported, in part, by a grant from a private foundation.

Charleston Gaillard Center Partners

Institutional Support

Corporate Supporters

Small Business Members

Community Partners
Annex Dance Company
Anson Street African Burial Ground Project
Anson Street African Burial Memorial
Blue Bicycle Books
Buxton Books
Charleston County Public Library
Charleston Jazz
Charleston Symphony

College of Charleston
Cuisine Rescue
Dance Conservatory of Charleston
Engaging Creative Minds
Free Verse Festival
HEART
International African American Museum
KultureCity

Lowcountry Jazz Festival/Closing the Gap in Health Care
MOJA Arts Festival
Southeastern Wildlife Exposition
Spoleto Festival USA
We Are Family

Peter Glenville
Foundation

the
Kennedy-Herterich


