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Charleston Gaillard Center presents

TERENCE BLANCHARD
with The E-Collective, Turtle Island Quartet, and Andrew F. Scott

FIRE SHUT UP IN MY BONES:
OPERA SUITE IN CONCERT

featuring special guests Justin Austin and Adrienne Danrich

April 21, 2025 | 7:00pm

November 18, 2024 – Charleston, SC – The Charleston Gaillard Center is thrilled to present
Fire Shut Up in My Bones: Opera Suite in Concert by renowned composer and jazz musician
Terence Blanchard on April 21, 2025.

This monumental work, based on the memoir by New York Times columnist Charles M. Blow,
tells the story of a young man’s journey to find his identity amidst trauma, adversity, and inner
conflict. Set in the rural South, the opera follows Charles as he navigates complex themes of
family, masculinity, and self-acceptance. Blanchard’s powerful score, which fuses jazz, blues,
and classical elements, captures the emotional weight and raw humanity of Blow’s experiences.
This historic work—The Metropolitan Opera’s first by an African American composer—has been
hailed as a cultural watershed moment, inviting new audiences into the world of opera with its
relatable themes and groundbreaking storytelling.

This unique concert presentation of Fire Shut Up in My Bones brings Blanchard’s band, The
E-Collective, together with the double GRAMMY-winning Turtle Island Quartet, visual artist
Andrew F. Scott, and special guest vocalists Justin Austin (baritone) and Adrienne Danrich
(soprano), for an unforgettable evening. With Scott’s immersive projections, the concert offers
audiences a rare glimpse into Blanchard’s creative vision, the opera’s narrative themes, and the
universal search for meaning, identity, and connection.

“The Charleston Gaillard Center is deeply honored to bring Terence Blanchard’s groundbreaking
work to our audiences,” said Lissa Frenkel, President & CEO of the Charleston Gaillard
Center. “With Fire Shut Up in My Bones, Blanchard challenges traditional boundaries in jazz,



classical music, and opera, reaching audiences in profound new ways. This performance
embodies our commitment to celebrating diversity and cultural innovation in the arts. We are
proud to bring this inspiring work to our audiences in Charleston, a city with such a deep love
for music and storytelling and home of the first opera house in the country.”

The Gaillard Center is proud to celebrate the rich legacy of jazz and engage audiences of all
backgrounds with its transformative power. Fire Shut Up in My Bones serves as a powerful
example of the vibrancy of jazz and classical music, bridging two worlds with an artistry that
speaks to everyone.

PHOTOS
Download photos here.

TICKETS
Tickets on sale Friday, November 22, at 11:00 am EST at gaillardcenter.org. Gaillard Center
Members receive presale access! To learn more about our Membership program, please
contact our Advancement Office at info@gaillardfoundation.org or (843) 718-1578.

ABOUT TERENCE BLANCHARD
Terence Blanchard has been a consistent artistic force for making powerful musical statements
concerning painful American tragedies – past and present. A true “Renaissance” man, Blanchard
stands tall as one of jazz’s most-esteemed trumpeters and defies expectations by creating a
spectrum of artistic pursuits. Boundary-breaking and genre-defying, Blanchard is recognized
globally as a dazzling soloist and a prolific composer for film, television, opera, Broadway,
orchestras and for his own ensembles. In fact, leading theater magazine TheaterMania recently
cited Blanchard as “the most exciting American composer working in opera today.”

An eight-time Grammy Winner and twice Oscar-nominated film composer, Blanchard became
only the second African-American composer to be nominated twice in the original score
category at the 2022 Academy Awards, duplicating Quincy Jones’ feat from 1967’s In Cold Blood
and 1985’s The Color Purple. Blanchard’s work has placed him at the forefront of giving voice to
human rights, civil rights, and racial injustice, including the 2015 album “Breathless, ’’an elegy
for Eric Garner, who was killed by police and whose words, “I can’t breathe,” became a civil
rights rallying cry.

Blanchard is also heralded as a two-time opera composer whose Fire Shut Up in My Bones is
based on the memoir of celebrated writer and New York Times columnist Charles Blow. The
Metropolitan Opera premiered Fire Shut Up in My Bones on September 27, 2021, to open their
2021-22 season in New York, making it the first opera composed by an African American
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mailto:info@gaillardfoundation.org


composer to premiere at the Met in its 138-year history. The recording of those performances
received a Grammy Award for “Best Opera Recording,” and The New York Times heralded “Fire”
as “inspiring,” “subtly powerful” and “a bold affecting adaptation of Charles Blow’s work.” Of the
historical moment, Blanchard said, “I don’t want to be a token, but a turnkey.” “Fire” has been
widely recognized as one of our nation’s most important cultural milestones and returned to
the Met for a highly-anticipated second run in April of 2024.

Blanchard’s first opera, Champion, about the troubled life of boxer Emile Griffith, premiered in
2013 and starred Denyce Graves with a libretto from Pulitzer Prize Winner, Michael Cristofer.
Champion premiered at the Met in April 2023 to widespread critical acclaim. It too received a
2024 Grammy for “Best Opera Recording.”

But there is a center of gravity. It’s Blanchard’s beautiful, provocative, inspiring jazz recordings
that undergird all these projects. The same holds true now as it did early in his career in 1994
when he told DownBeat: “Writing for film is fun, but nothing can beat being a jazz musician,
playing a club, playing a concert.”

From his expansive work composing the scores for over 20 Spike Lee projects over three
decades - ranging from the documentary When the Levees Broke to the recent Lee films,
BlacKkKlansman and Da 5 Bloods (both of which garnered Blanchard Oscar nominations),
Terence has interwoven beautiful melodies that create strong backdrops to human stories like
Regina King’s One Night in Miami; Kasi Lemmons’ Eve’s Bayou; George Lucas’ Red Tails; the HBO
drama series Perry Mason (now in its second season); Apple TV’s docuseries They Call Me Magic
(for which Blanchard received an Emmy nomination) and Gina Prince Bythewood and Viola
Davis’ critically acclaimed film, The Woman King.

In his expansive career as a recording leader Blanchard delivered Absence, a collaboration with
his longtime E-Collective band and the acclaimed Turtle Island Quartet which received Grammy
nominations in November 2021 for Best Instrumental Jazz Album and Best Improvised Jazz Solo
for Blanchard. Recorded in February 2020 just before the Covid-19 lockdowns, Absence started
out as a project to show gratitude to Wayne Shorter. “I knew that Wayne wasn’t feeling well at
the time, so I wanted to honor him to let him know how much he has meant to me,” says
Blanchard who today lives in Los Angeles as well as in his native New Orleans. “When you look
at my own writing, you can see how much I’ve learned from Wayne. He mastered writing
compositions starting with a simple melody and then juxtaposing it against the harmonies that
come from a different place to make it come alive in a different light."

Born in New Orleans in 1962, Blanchard is a musical polymath who launched his solo career as
a bandleader in the 1990s. Since then, he has released 20 solo albums, garnered 15 Grammy



nominations, composed for the stage and for more than 60 films, and received 10 major
commissions. He has been named an official 2024 NEA Jazz Master as well as a member of the
2024 class of awardees for the esteemed American Academy of Arts and Letters, and currently
serves as the Executive Artistic Director for SF Jazz, the largest non-profit jazz presenter in the
world.

Regarding his consistent attachment to artistic works of conscience, Blanchard confesses, “You
get to a certain age when you ask, ‘Who’s going to stand up and speak out for us? ’Then you
look around and realize that the James Baldwins, Muhammad Alis and Dr. Kings are no longer
here...and begin to understand that it falls on you. I’m not trying to say I’m here to try to correct
the whole thing, I’m just trying to speak the truth.” In that regard, he cites unimpeachable
inspirations. “John Coltrane playing Alabama, even Louis Armstrong talking about what was
going on with his people any time he was interviewed. Herbie Hancock & Wayne Shorter who
live by their Buddhist philosophy and try to expand the conscience of their communities. I’m
standing on all their shoulders. How dare I come through this life having had the blessing of
meeting those men and not take away any of that? Like anybody else, I’d like to play feel good
party music but sometimes my music is about the reality of where we are.”

ABOUT JUSTIN AUSTIN
Possessing a “mighty lyric voice” (The New York Times) “with a burly, burnished tone capable of
striking nuance and color” (Washington Post), Drama Desk Award-nominated baritone Justin
Austin was named Rising Star of the Year at the 2024 International Opera Awards and is a
recipient of the 2024 Marian Anderson Vocal Award.

Following the world premiere of Damien Geter’s American Apollo at Des Moines Metro Opera
(“a galvanizing, Herculean performance”, Opera Today) and appearances at Caramoor and the
Sag Harbor Song Festival in summer 2024, Justin begins the 2024-2025 season with his house
debut at Los Angeles Opera as Mercutio Roméo et Juliette, returning to the company later in the
season in his role debut as Guglielmo in Così fan tutte. He also returns to Opera Theatre of St.
Louis for the world premiere of Ricky Ian Gordon’s This House, starring as Lindon. In concert, he
returns to Carnegie Hall for Brahms’s Deutsches Requiem with the Cecilia Chorus of New York,
and joins for selections from Terence Blanchard’s Champion and Fire Shut Up In My Bones at La
Jolla Music Society in La Jolla, CA, The Soraya in Northridge, CA, and with Seattle Theatre Group,
among others. He also returns to Stuttgart, Germany for a concert with the Stuttgart
Philharmonic and Opera for Peace as well as New York Festival of Song for My Brother’s Keeper
at Kaufman Music Center, an event he personally conceived. He and pianist Howard Watkins
additionally give a recital at the Peace Center in Greenville, South Carolina, and Justin appears
at Indiana University Jacobs School of Music for a guest recital.



Born in Stuttgart, Germany, Justin Austin is an alumnus of the Choir Academy of Harlem,
Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School of Music & Art and Performing Arts, Heidelberg Lied
Akademie, and Manhattan School of Music (M.M. and B.M.). He won the 2024 International
Opera Award in the Rising Star category and a 2023 Mabel Dorn Reeder Award from Opera
Theatre of St. Louis. www.justin-austin.com.

ABOUT ADRIENNE DANRICH
The voice of Midwest Emmy® winning Soprano Adrienne Danrich has been described as “fresh
liquid-silver” and “meltingly tender in its high, floating vulnerability” by Opera News. La Cronaca
del Wanderer describes her as “…soprano lirico spinto autentico”, “an authentic lyric spinto
soprano.”

In 2006, Ms. Danrich received a commission from Cincinnati Opera to write and perform a
one-woman show: This Little Light of Mine: The Stories of Marian Anderson and Leontyne Price. This
production, which is a self-described live documentary, premiered in 2007 at the Cincinnati
Opera and has since been presented over fifty times in various venues nationwide including
The Mann Performing Arts Center as the opening act for the Philadelphia Orchestra, Next Act
Theater, Antioch College, Central State University, Jackson State University, MEJ Artists Series,
University of Southern Mississippi, and Wright State University, and a newly orchestrated
version with the Chamber Orchestra of Laredo. PBS Milwaukee (MPTV) filmed and televised This
Little Light of Mine in February 2011 and Ms. Danrich recently won a Midwest Emmy® for
Outstanding Achievement for On Camera Talent as a Performer and Narrator.

Ms. Danrich is a native of St. Louis, MO and is an alumna of Eastman School of Music and the
University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music. https://adriennedanrich.com

ABOUT THE CHARLESTON GAILLARD CENTER
A leader in the performing arts in the Southeast, the Charleston Gaillard Center commissions,
supports, and presents ambitious, multidisciplinary cultural programming and provides access
to the best local, national, and global artists and companies on its stage. Deeply rooted in the
community, the Gaillard Center is committed to elevating local and regional voices and
partnering with Charleston institutions to reflect the city’s diversity, both on stage and off.
Through programming on its public campus and extensive arts education initiatives, the
Gaillard Center serves as a platform to participate in community building and essential
dialogue.

Established as a nonprofit in 2015, its campus includes the 1,818-seat Martha and John M.
Rivers Performance Hall; a 16,000 square-foot exhibition hall that is home to artistic activations,
community and corporate events, and celebrations; and an adjacent park space that was

http://www.justin-austin.com


recently activated for artistic presentations. Behind the scenes the Gaillard Center also fosters a
culture of excellence and inclusion, employing a robust and talented staff, and providing
opportunities for growth and engagement across the arts sector. Find more information and
upcoming programming at gaillardcenter.org.
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