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Children and Youth
We inspire and empower 
children and youth with 

entertaining and 
enlightening content that 
encourages a positive, 

inclusive worldview.

Educators
We think learning can be 
fun.  So we help expand 
the portfolio of dynamic 
teacher resources that 

deepen classroom 
curricula and reinforce the 
Four Cs of 21st Century 

Learning: Creativity; 
Critical Thinking; 

Communication; and 
Collaboration.

Parents and Families
We produce high caliber, 

engaging theater that 
fosters an appreciation for 

the art form amongst expansive audiences, giving all generations 
something to enjoy.

Artists

James/Kim
James Dean’s 
art has sold in 
more than ninety 
galleries and 
shops across the 
United States. 
He has devoted his paintings to Pete the Cat for ten 
years and has turned his natural love for cats into his 
life’s work. James published his first adult book, The 
Misadventures of Pete the Cat, a history of his art 
work, in 2006. He illustrated his first self-published 
children’s book, Pete the Cat I Love my White Shoes, 
written by Eric Litwin, in 2008, and the follow-up 
book, Pete the Cat: Rocking In My School Shoes, in 
2011. James lives in Savannah, Georgia with his 
wife, Kimberly.

In 2004, Kimberly & James Dean sat down at their 
kitchen table to work on a children’s book together. 
Their dream has finally become a reality with the 
release of this new Pete the Cat book, Pete the Cat 
and His Magic Sunglasses. Both left corporate jobs 
in the late nineties (James was an electrical 
engineer, Kimberly worked in the press office of the 
governor of Georgia) to pursue their passion for art, 
and they have experienced a life made up of strange 
and wonderful coincidences ever since. Pete the Cat 
has brought magic into their lives. They work in side-
by-side studios, sharing their home with five cats and 
Emma the pug.

TheatreWorks USA



We support creative and performing artists in their continued professional 
development, providing platforms for creative expression at any phase in 

someone’s career.
 

 

 



 

 

About
When Pete the Cat gets caught rocking out after bedtime, the cat-catcher 
sends him to live with the Biddle family to learn his manners –– and boy 
are they square!  But for the groovy blue cat, life is an adventure no 
matter where you wind up, so the minute Pete walks in the door, he gets 
the whole family rocking. The whole family, that is, except for young 
Jimmy Biddle, the most organized second grader on planet earth.

As the end of second grade approaches, Jimmy has a lot of tests, and 
the last thing he needs is some groovy cat in his life, changing his family 
and turning everything upside down.  But when Jimmy draws a blank in 
art class during the last week of school, it turns out Pete is the perfect 
friend to help him out. Together, they set out on a mission to help Jimmy 
conquer second grade art, and along the way, they both learn a little 
something new about inspiration.  Join Jimmy and Pete on an adventure 
of friendship, all the way to Paris and back in a VW Bus!

Original Credits
Book and Lyrics by Sarah Hammond
Music by Will Aronson
Original Direction and Choreography by Dan Knechtges
Scenic Design by Rob Odorisio
Costume Design by Jen Caprio

Inside the Show!



 

Lesson Plans

Pete the Cat
Grade Level: 1st - 2nd

Learning Targets:
• Students will retell a Pete the Cat story using a puppet as a prompt.
• Students will work on their fine motor skills and will create a Pete the 

Cat popsicle puppet.

Activity: 
After reading a Pete the Cat story, students will follow directions on how to 
make a Pete Puppet. Students will have to color the 4 buttons in these 4 
colors: red, green, blue and purple. Students will glue their pieces together 
based on the model project. Each button signifies a part of the story: red = 
characters, green = setting, blue = problem, and purple = solution. 
Students will partner with a buddy and in their own words, will retell the 
story. Classes can even partner up and have the students retell the story 
to another student in a different class! 
Standards:
MC.8.1. 8.1 Read or listen closely to: a. describe characters’ actions and feelings; b. 
compare and contrast characters’ experiences to those of the reader; c. describe 



 



 

 

Lesson Plans
Pete the Cat

Grade Level: PreK - K
Learning Targets:
• Students will retell a Pete the Cat story using a puppet as a 

prompt.
• Students will work on their fine motor skills and will create a 

Pete the Cat popsicle puppet.

Activity: 
After reading a Pete the Cat story, students will follow directions 
on how to make a Pete Paperbag Puppet. The students will have 
precut buttons and cat features to glue onto the paperbag. 
Students will practice retelling the story using their puppet and 
can share the story with their family.

Standards:
MC.8.1. 8.1 Read or listen closely to: a. describe characters’ actions and 
feelings; b. compare and contrast characters’ experiences to those of the 
reader; c. describe setting; d. identify the plot including problem and 
solution; and e. describe cause and effect relationships.



 

Audience Etiquette
Watching a play is different from watching 
television or a sporting event. When you watch 
T.V. you may leave the room or talk. At a sporting 
event you might cheer and shout and discuss 
what you’re seeing. Your role as a member of the 
audience in a play means you must watch and 
listen carefully because-
• You need to concentrate on what the actors 

are saying.
• The actors are affected by your behavior 

because they share the room with you. 
Talking and moving around can make it 
difficult for them to concentrate on their roles.

• Extra noises and movement can distract 
other audience members. 

• There should be no eating, drinking or gum 
chewing during the show.

• Make sure to turn off all electronic devices.
• There should be no audio or video recording 



HAVE KIDS WHO’D LIKE TO TAKE CLASSES? 
HOW ABOUT YOU?

Master Classes

MASTER CLASSES INTRODUCE LOCAL STUDENTS TO 
ACCOMPLISHED EXPERTS IN THE PERFORMING ARTS

Students are given the opportunity to learn, observe and 
interact with artists from around the world.

WORKSHOPS
In- School Workshops
with Sterling DeVries and Stephanie Creger, Director and 
Coordinator of Education, Charleston Gaillard Center

The Charleston Gaillard will offer in-school workshops 
prior to each educational performance. The workshops 
correlate directly to the live performances. Each workshop 
presents the content covered in the performance and 
connects it to the classroom curriculum through the arts. 
Students will be immersed in an arts-enhanced lesson of 
theatre, music, literature, design, dance or visual arts. 

CAMPS

The Gaillard Center music and theater camps offer 
students in the Lowcountry the opportunity to learn and 
thrive in the performing arts. Through a 
blending of instructional and  performance 
opportunities, our camp programs help develop skills 
that will last a lifetime. Camps that we offer:

• Jazz
• Dance
• Theater



For more information, contact sdevries@gaillardcenter.com or screger@gaillardcenter.com
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