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Charleston Gaillard Center
Announces Five Theater Productions

August 5, 2024 - Charleston, SC - The Charleston Gaillard Center is thrilled to present a varied
lineup of theatrical performances for the upcoming season, showcasing a wide range of styles.
Today's announcement of five exceptional performances, including stars of stage and screen
such as Mandy Patinkin, Tony award-winning hits such as Dear Evan Hansen, and quintessential
works from masters of the craft William Shakespeare, August Wilson, and Gilbert & Sullivan,
underscores the Gaillard Center's commitment to bringing world-class artistry to Charleston.
The Gaillard is dedicated to presenting theater that spans genres, providing a platform for
diverse theatrical expression and offering audiences a rich tapestry of storytelling and
performance. From classic dramas and Shakespearean comedies to contemporary musicals
and beloved operettas, the Gaillard takes pride in welcoming leading performers and directors
from around the world to further embellish our local community’s vibrant arts scene.

Performances include:

Mandy Patinkin In Concert: Being Alive with Adam Ben-David on piano
November 16, 2024

Before he was an Emmy-winning TV star, Mandy Patinkin was already a Tony-winning
Broadway legend, and Mandy Patinkin in Concert: Being Alive presents the acclaimed
actor, singer, and storyteller in his most electrifying role yet: concert performer. This
performance is a collection of many of Mandy's favorite Broadway and classic American
tunes.

Dear Evan Hansen
January 15 & 16, 2025
The Tony and Grammy-Winning Best Musical that Connected the World



Declared “one of the most remarkable shows in musical theater history” by The Washington
Post, Dear Evan Hansen is the first musical to take a groundbreaking look—from the point of
view of both the parents and young people—at our complex, interconnected, and social
media-filled lives.

H.M.S. Pinafore by New York Gilbert & Sullivan Players
January 30, 2025

First performed in 1878 in London, this beloved operetta, featuring sparkling wit and
infectious melodies, offers a humorous and satirical look at British social classes and naval
life through a charming story of love, loyalty, and mistaken identities. With its lively tunes
and clever wordplay, H.M.S. Pinafore remains a favorite among audiences, celebrating the
enduring appeal of Gilbert and Sullivan's inventive storytelling and engaging musical
composition.

The Comedy of Errors by The Acting Company*
Written by William Shakespeare

Modern verse translation by Christina Anderson
Directed by Devin Brain

March 12, 2025

Shakespeare's classic comedy of mistaken identities and slapstick humor will be brought to
life by The Acting Company in this lively Play On Shakespeare production following

Antipholus and his servant, Dromio, as they travel in search of a long-lost family member.
Along the way, the two find themselves ensnared in a madcap race against the clock, a
love-at-first-double-take, run-ins with local law enforcement, and double trouble—times
two.

August Wilson’s Two Trains Running by The Acting Company*
Written by August Wilson

Directed by Lili-Anne Brown

March 13, 2025

This production of August Wilson's powerful drama explores the lives of African Americans
in Pittsburgh's Hill District during the 1960s. Full of vivid characters, joy, and perseverance,
this Tony-nominated play celebrates the spirit, heart, and resilience of the people who
make our country great even when faced with overwhelming odds. The Acting Company,
renowned for its excellence in classical and contemporary theater, brings depth and
authenticity to this poignant play, offering our community a chance to reflect on the


https://playonshakespeare.org/

universal implications of eminent domain—a concept that has directly impacted the land
where the Gaillard Center now stands.

*The Acting Company’s The Comedy of Errors and Two Trains Running will be
performed in repertory. Exploring the irrepressible human spirit in the face of challenges
both serious and ridiculous, this New York company explores the stresses of economic and
social turmoil, revealing how family and community can rise above the struggles to survive
to find joy in the middle of the storm. These contrasting productions are hilarious and
moving, filled with both social commentary and light-hearted laughter.

"We are proud to offer such a broad range of theatrical performances this season," said Lissa
Frenkel, President and CEO of the Charleston Gaillard Center. "One of theater's remarkable
strengths is its ability to connect, inspire, and entertain. Through these productions, we can
address important topics ranging from social media and mental health to eminent domain and
politics, while also providing moments of pure enjoyment. We hope you will take this
opportunity to feel it all at the Gaillard."

Two additional exciting theater offerings featured in the Gaillard’s Fall for Democracy program
include Belgium's acclaimed theater collective Ontroerend Goed's Edinburgh Fringe Festival
sensation, Fight Night (September 12 - 13), and the critically acclaimed cabaret performance
Och & Oy! A Considered Cabaret by Alan Cumming and Ari Shapiro (November 2). For more
information and to purchase tickets, please visit gaillardcenter.org.

PHOTOS
Download photos here.

TICKETS

Tickets on sale Friday, August 9, at 11:00 am EST at gaillardcenter.org. Gaillard Center
Members receive presale access! To learn more about our Membership program, please
contact our Advancement Office at info@gaillardfoundation.org or (843) 718-1578.

ABOUT MANDY PATINKIN

Mandy Patinkin has been fortunate to carve out a varied career including theater, the concert
stage, film, television, and as a recording artist. In his 1980 Broadway debut, Mandy won a Tony
Award for his role as Che in Andrew Lloyd Webber's Evita, directed by Hal Prince, and was
nominated in 1984 for his starring role as George in the Pulitzer Prize-winning musical, Sunday
in the Park with George.
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In 1989, Mandy began his concert career at Joseph Papp's Public Theater in New York City. Since
then, he has toured (and continues to tour) his various solo concerts across North America, in
London’s West End, through Australia and New Zealand, as well as on Broadway and
Off-Broadway. In addition to solo concerts, Mandy has created collaborations with artists
including opera star Nathan Gunn; his dear friend Patti LuPone; Bridges, a concert with
musicians from various countries in the Middle East; The Last Two People on Earth: An
Apocalyptic Vaudeville with Taylor Mac; and most recently with his wife Kathryn Grody in An
Evening with Mandy Patinkin & Kathryn Grody, moderated by their son Gideon Grody-Patinkin.

Feature films include Before Your Know It, Life Itself, Wonder, Smurfs: The Lost Village, The Queen of
Spain, Ali and Nino, Wish | Was Here, The Wind Rises, Everybody’s Hero, The Choking Man, Pinero,
The Adventures of EImo In Grouchland, Lulu on the Bridge, Men with Guns, The Princess Bride, Yentl,
The Music of Chance, Daniel, Ragtime, Impromptu, The Doctor, Alien Nation, Dick Tracy, The House
on Carroll Street, True Colors, and Maxie. In television, Mandy won a 1995 Emmy Award for his
performance in the CBS series “Chicago Hope,” and starred in the CBS series “Criminal Minds”
and in the Showtime Original Series “Dead Like Me,” and “Homeland” as CIA Agent Saul
Berenson.

As a recording artist on CBS Records, Mandy released two solo albums, Mandy Patinkin and
Mandy Patinkin In Concert: Dress Casual. On the Nonesuch label, Mandy has recorded Children +
Art, Experiment, Oscar & Steve, Kidults, and Mandy Patinkin Sings Sondheim. In 1998 he debuted
his most personal project, Mamaloshen, a collection of traditional, classic, and contemporary
songs sung entirely in Yiddish.

As diverse as his professional life has been, Mandy’s education in the field of social activism has
been even more varied and continues to evolve. He has helped raise funds for organizations
dear to his heart including Brady Campaign, PAX, Doctors Without Borders, Association to
Benefit Children, American Jewish World Service, Search For Common Ground, National Dance
Institute, and ACLU. Mandy is a board member of the Arava Institute and continues to work
with the International Rescue Committee (IRC), highlighting the plight of refugees worldwide.

ABOUT DEAR EVAN HANSEN

Evan Hansen is a high school student who always feels like he's on the outside looking in. Evan
finally gets what so many of us are searching for—the chance to finally fit in. What follows is a
poignant, funny, and powerful musical about how even though it can be hard, we can find each
other—and ourselves—along the way.

Including some of the most iconic musical theater songs from the last decade, including “You
Will Be Found,” “Waving Through A Window,” and “For Forever,” Dear Evan Hansen features an



uplifting score by the Tony, Grammy, and Oscar-winning team behind The Greatest Showman, La
La Land, and “Only Murders in the Building” Benj Pasek and Justin Paul, and a book by Tony
Award-winner Steven Levenso.

ABOUT NEW YORK GILBERT & SULLIVAN PLAYERS
New York Gilbert & Sullivan Players is a professional repertory company giving vitality to the
living legacy of Gilbert & Sullivan through performance and education.

ABOUT THE ACTING COMPANY

The Acting Company is the only professional theater principally dedicated to the development
of young classical actors. Founded in 1972 by John Houseman and Margot Harley from the first
graduating class of the Drama Division of The Juilliard School, The Company has launched the
careers of some 400 actors, including Kevin Kline, Patti LuPone, David Schramm, Keith David,
Rainn Wilson, Lorraine Touissaint, Frances Conroy, Harriet Harris, Jeffrey Wright, Hamish
Linklater, Jesse L. Martin, and Roslyn Ruff, while bringing high-quality professional theater to
hundreds of communities from coast to coast.

ABOUT THE CHARLESTON GAILLARD CENTER

A leader in the performing arts in the Southeast, the Charleston Gaillard Center commissions,
supports, and presents ambitious, multidisciplinary cultural programming and provides access
to the best local, national, and global artists and companies on its stage. Deeply rooted in the
community, the Gaillard Center is committed to elevating local and regional voices and
partnering with Charleston institutions to reflect the city's diversity, both on stage and off.
Through programming on its public campus and extensive arts education initiatives, the
Gaillard Center serves as a platform to participate in community building and essential
dialogue.

Established as a nonprofit in 2015, its campus includes the 1,818-seat Martha and John M.
Rivers Performance Hall; a 16,000 square-foot exhibition hall that is home to artistic activations,
community and corporate events, and celebrations; and an adjacent park space that was
recently activated for artistic presentations. Behind the scenes the Gaillard Center also fosters a
culture of excellence and inclusion, employing a robust and talented staff, and providing
opportunities for growth and engagement across the arts sector. Find more information and
upcoming programming at gaillardcenter.org.
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