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Charleston Gaillard Center & Buxton Books Present
A Conversation with Ta-Nehisi Coates

October 7, 2024

July 29, 2024 – Charleston, SC – Today the Charleston Gaillard Center and Buxton Books
proudly announced A Conversation with Ta-Nehisi Coates, scheduled for October 7, 2024.
The #1 New York Times bestselling author of Between the World and Me will discuss his latest
book, The Message. Coates's new work delves into stories from three resonant sites of conflict to
explore how the stories we tell—and the ones we don’t—shape our realities. Coates’s profound
insights into contemporary social issues and civic discourse make this a relevant and timely
addition to the Gaillard Center’s Fall for Democracy program.

Originally intending to write a book about writing, in the tradition of Orwell’s classic “Politics and
the English Language,” Coates found himself grappling with deeper questions about how our
stories—our reporting and imaginative narratives and mythmaking—expose and distort our
realities.

In the first of the book’s three intertwining essays, Coates, on his first trip to Africa, finds
himself in two places at once: in Dakar, a modern city in Senegal, and in a mythic kingdom in his
mind. Then he takes readers to Columbia, South Carolina, where he reports on his own book’s
banning, but also explores the larger backlash to the nation’s recent reckoning with history and
the deeply rooted American mythology so visible in that city. Finally, in the book’s longest
section, Coates travels to Palestine, where he sees with devastating clarity how easily we are
misled by nationalist narratives, and the tragedy that lies in the clash between the stories we
tell and the reality of life on the ground.

Written at a dramatic moment in American and global life, this work from one of the country’s
most important writers is about the urgent need to untangle ourselves from the destructive
myths that shape our world—and our own souls—and embrace the liberating power of even
the most difficult truths.



PHOTOS
Download photos here.

TICKETS
Tickets on sale Thursday, August 1, at 11:00 am EST at gaillardcenter.org. Gaillard Center
Members receive presale access! To learn more about our Membership program, please
contact our Advancement Office at info@gaillardfoundation.org or (843) 718-1578.

ABOUT TA-NEHISI COATES
Ta-Nehisi Coates is an award-winning author and journalist. His books include Between The
World and Me and The Water Dancer. He is currently a writer-in-residence at Howard University.

ABOUT BUXTON BOOKS
Buxton Books, opened in 2016, is an independent bookstore located on King Street in
downtown Charleston, SC. With a knowledgeable staff, highly curated book selection, and
robust event schedule, we value and uphold the traditions of a neighborhood bookstore while
also welcoming the visiting reading community. We specialize in multi-day author weekends
with events ranging from bespoke walking tours to culinary events, and are proud to partner
with incredible venues throughout Charleston, including the Gaillard Center.

ABOUT THE CHARLESTON GAILLARD CENTER
A leader in the performing arts in the Southeast, the Charleston Gaillard Center commissions,
supports, and presents ambitious, multidisciplinary cultural programming and provides access
to the best local, national, and global artists and companies on its stage. Deeply rooted in the
community, the Gaillard Center is committed to elevating local and regional voices and
partnering with Charleston institutions to reflect the city’s diversity, both on stage and off.
Through programming on its public campus and extensive arts education initiatives, the
Gaillard Center serves as a platform to participate in community building and essential
dialogue.

Established as a nonprofit in 2015, its campus includes the 1,818-seat Martha and John M.
Rivers Performance Hall; a 16,000 square-foot exhibition hall that is home to artistic activations,
community and corporate events, and celebrations; and an adjacent park space that was
recently activated for artistic presentations. Behind the scenes the Gaillard Center also fosters a
culture of excellence and inclusion, employing a robust and talented staff, and providing
opportunities for growth and engagement across the arts sector. Find more information and
upcoming programming at gaillardcenter.org.

###

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/ydjy6caeseiz3q8bvmorn/ACF44mlSLIzPFwAziRJpNNw?rlkey=j1rvj8v8rzhhvsj01jmbqgq3n&st=es89nj0k&dl=0
mailto:info@gaillardfoundation.org
https://gaillardcenter.org/

