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Look Both Ways: 
A Tale Told in Ten 
Blocks

Take a look in a new direction. This story 
was going to begin like all the best stories. 
With a school bus falling from the sky. But no 
one saw it happen—they were all too busy. 
Washington, D.C.-area native, New York Times 
best-selling author, and Kennedy Center 
Next 50 leader Jason Reynolds conjures 10 
stories (1 per block) about what happens 
after the dismissal bell rings. 10 blocks. 10 
unique tales. There’s something for everyone 
across these 10 vignettes about identity, 
compassion, fear, and friendship—as told 

through puppetry, dance, music, projections, audience participation, kamishibai (paper 
theater), and more. This faithful stage adaptation of Reynolds’ award-winning book 
(Carnegie Medal, Coretta Scott King Author Honor Book, National Book Award for Young 
People’s Literature finalist, and more) encourages audiences to look both ways not only 
when crossing the street, but also when acknowledging the people walking by.

A catalyst for innovation and diversity, Theater Alliance 
is among DC’s pre-eminent theater companies, one 
that consistently produces thought-provoking and 
socially pertinent work, successfully uniting audiences 
of all backgrounds through the power of creative 
presentation and participation.

ABOUT THE SHOW

ABOUT THE COMPANY
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Jason Reynolds is a best-
selling author and the 
National Ambassador for 
Young People’s Literature. 
He was recently appointed 
to that position by the 
Library of Congress for a 
record third term. Reynolds 
writes novels and poetry 
for young adult and middle-
grade audiences, including 
Ghost, a National Book 
Award Finalist for Young 
People’s Literature. His 
other works include All 
American Boys, the Track 
series, Long Way Down, 

For Everyone, and Miles Morales: Spider-Man. He has received numerous awards for his 
work, including a Printz Honor, a Newbery Honor, a Walter Dean Myers Award, an Edgar 
Award, and a Carnegie Medal. Born in Washington, DC and raised in neighboring Oxon 
Hill, Maryland, Reynolds found inspiration in rap music and began writing poetry at the 
age of nine. He self-published his first work at age 16 and continued writing poetry for 
several years before writing his first novel, When I Was The Greatest, in 2014. He won the 
Coretta Scott King/John Steptoe Award for New Talent for this first work of prose. In the 
following years, he has written more than a dozen other works, including the #1 New York 
Times bestseller Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You, co-authored with Ibram X. Kendi. 
As National Ambassador for Young People’s Literature, he visits schools all over the 
country to connect with kids over books and reading, as well as raise national awareness 
of the importance of young people’s literature. He is featured in a YouTube series 
entitled “Write. Rite. Right.” through the Library of Congress where he gives young writers 
creative prompts to stretch their imagination and to learn to write authentically.

ABOUT JASON REYNOLDS
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Full Body Handshakes 
Grades 5 and up 
Students will learn about physical greetings used by 
people in their community and around the world, 
then work collaboratively with different partners 
to create their own secret handshakes! These 
handshakes will encourage students to explore 
movement within their bodies and demonstrate 
focused concentration to memorize patterns quickly. 
Click Here for the Lesson Plan

Monochromatic Patchwork Communities 
Grades 5 and up 
Students will think objectively about the unique 
culture and landmarks of their own communities, 
then work to create culturally-inspired art pieces 
using a monochromatic color palette and positive/
negative space. 
Click Here for the Lesson Plan 

“Walk Home” Narratives 
Grades 5 and up 
In this workshop, students will work independently 
to create short-story narratives about walking home 
from school, using prompts inspired by the novel, 
Look Both Ways: A Tale Told in Ten Blocks. 
Click Here for the Lesson Plan

Click here to access our workshop handout of 
visual aids for benefiting students.

EXPLORE: CLASSROOM WORKSHOPS

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-Tu34K2Oh84J-_z9iIaaEU1j3G133ZX8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/166hdd1bbZOuKccMNvSibsIW0EYXGfZwR/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105876225303079460093&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IlLv_b1PWjShWrM8052mteFew3MNpmVv/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105876225303079460093&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ljhNeKH3bgjarqoXU0iU5luJBYsJT6EIifkloNrNKPU/edit
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“As the Capital of the United States, 
Washington, D.C. is the land of 
politicians, lawyers, journalists, and 
suits galore… [but] the District is much 
more than just Capitol Hill.”1 Public 
transit is a huge aspect of life in the 
District of Columbia! With more than 
1,400 MetroBuses in the area, these 
transportive melting pots of class and 
culture are found in the commute 
of most Washingtonians.2 Though 
Washington D.C. is highly diverse in 
its population, there are relatively few 

middle- and working-class neighborhoods in The District of Columbia. “Neighborhoods are either 
lower-income or extremely affluent.”3 This is largely caused by D.C.’s building height rule that 
dictates that “no building can be taller than the 289-foot-high U.S. Capitol dome, a rule passed in 
1899.”4 With building height hindering housing availability, Washington D.C. has become known 
as one of the most expensive cities to live in in the nation. Washington D.C. was a majority-Black 
municipality from the 1950s all the way through 2011, with several local neighborhoods being 
noted for their contributions to Black history and culture. However, since the 2010 Census, “the 
proportion of white, Asian, and Hispanic residents has increased, and the proportion of black 
residents has stagnated, with the latter mostly moving to the suburbs.”5 D.C. is also recognized 
as a fairly young city, with the median age of residents just under 35 years old. “And despite its 
big-city density, living in Washington, D.C., feels more, well, livable than many other cities, like 
NYC. For one thing, you can see a lot more of the sky.”6

CONNECT: LIFE IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

1Kristin Norton, “What Living in Washington D.C. Is Really Like,” Movoto, accessed June 10, 2024, https://www.movoto.com/guide/washington-dc/
what-its-like-living-in-washington-dc/.

2“How Do I Get Around Washington, D.C.?”, Washington.org, accessed June 10, 2024, https://washington.org/DC-guide-to/how-do-i-get-around-
washington-dc.

3Norton.
4Wikipedia, “Height of Buildings Act of 1899,” accessed June 10, 2024, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Height_of_Buildings_Act_of_1899.
5Wikipedia, “Demographics of Washington, D.C.,” accessed June 10, 2024, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographics_of_Washington,_D.C.
6Matt Lyons, “Pros and Cons of Living in Washington, D.C. – Is the Nation’s Capital the Right Place for You?”, City Guides (blog), PODS.com, May 14, 

2024, https://www.pods.com/blog/living-in-washington-dc.

https://www.movoto.com/guide/washington-dc/what-its-like-living-in-washington-dc/
https://www.movoto.com/guide/washington-dc/what-its-like-living-in-washington-dc/
https://washington.org/DC-guide-to/how-do-i-get-around-washington-dc
https://washington.org/DC-guide-to/how-do-i-get-around-washington-dc
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Height_of_Buildings_Act_of_1899
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographics_of_Washington,_D.C.
https://www.pods.com/blog/living-in-washington-dc
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WATCH
Washington D.C. - City Video Guide
Washington D.C. - Social Studies for Kids
City Life vs. Country Life
Back-To-School in Washington, DC (Excel Academy)

READ

EXPLORE: MORE RESOURCES

This is Washington, D.C. 
By Miroslav Sasek
M. Sasek’s This is Washington, D.C. is a facsimile edition of his original book, which was first published in 1969. The 
brilliant illustrations have been meticulously preserved, with the facts updated for the 21st century. The charming 
illustrations, coupled with Sasek’s playful narrative, make for a perfect souvenir that will delight children and 
parents alike. Super-tourist Sasek paints Washington red, white, and blue as he tours the nation’s capital. Stops 
include the Washington Monument (which commands a view of all the Federal buildings and most of the museums, 
monuments, and memorials), the White House (whose lawn is a grassy launching pad for the President’s helicopter), 
and the Smithsonian’s National Zoological Park, the last residence of the world’s most famous ursine, Smokey the 
Bear! With bright pictures and snappy commentary, Sasek wittily captures all the fascinating things to do and see in a 
city of green parks, wide avenues, and classic white porticoes. Designed by a Frenchman and renowned for its cherry 
blossoms, This is Washington, D.C.!

If You Were A City 
By Kyo Maclear 
A colorful celebration of cities and the people living in them. Just like people, there are so many ways a city can be. 
And this lively picture book explores all of them. From quiet and dreamy to bright and buzzing, the magnificent 
diversity of our world is celebrated by connecting the uniqueness of its places with the people who live in them. Wild, 
gritty, bookish, or sheltering—if you were a city, how would YOU be? Celebrating cities and people: Vivid illustrations 
introduce readers to cities and their citizens across the globe. A fun read-aloud: Kyo Maclear is an acclaimed writer 
for all ages. Her lively text is perfect for reading aloud both at home and at school. A fresh way to think about 
ourselves: Sometimes it can be hard to come up with the right words to describe who we are and how we feel. This 
thought-provoking book gives readers a new way to think about themselves and to express their identities.

Cities: How Humans Live Together 
By Megan Clendenan 
If you could design a city that would be both a great place to live and good for the planet, what would it look like? 
Today, about four billion people―more than half the world’s population―live in cities. This number could rise to 
seven billion by 2050. Cities face big challenges, including threats from climate change, food insecurity, a lack of 
clean water and rapid population growth, but they are also places where innovation and sustainability can thrive. 
Cities: How Humans Live Together travels through time to explore questions like: When and why did cities form? How 
did people access food and water? Where did they go to the bathroom? Peek into the past to see how cities have 
changed through time and explore what could make cities more sustainable and welcoming for today and tomorrow.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_96GLNO9mCc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o2WRP-U7630
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-4hL_4IBsM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YM-v7jvS9dA
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In 2014, Jason Reynolds published his first novel, When I Was The Greatest, which jumpstarted his career as 
an author and won him the John Steptoe Award for New Talent. In the four years that followed, Reynolds 
wrote eight more novels, including:

In 2019, he wrote Look Both Ways, for which he won a Carnegie Medal, and he went on to serve as the 
Library of Congress' National Ambassador for Young People's Literature from 2020 to 2022.

EXPLORE: MORE STORIES FROM JASON REYNOLDS

All American Boys (2015)
 

Ghost (2016) As Brave as You (2016) Long Way Down (2017)

Miles Morales: Spider-Man 
(2017)

Patina (2017) Sunny (2018) Lu (2018)
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WATCH

EXPLORE: MORE RESOURCES

Jason Reynold Speaks Out on Banned Books 
and Passing Along Love of Reading

Jason Reynolds on Sharing Personal Stories

Jason Reynolds: The Power of Narrative

Jason Reynolds Finds Magic in the Mundane in 
His New YA Book, Look Both Ways

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bBYm1eI_apI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LUB0iAvc7g0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zx88ueMBOys
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jEsF-Km_0g4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jEsF-Km_0g4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bBYm1eI_apI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LUB0iAvc7g0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zx88ueMBOys
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zx88ueMBOys
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jEsF-Km_0g4
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EDUCATIONAL PARTNERS
The Gaillard Center would like to thank the following educational partners in 
their ongoing support of our Education & Community program. This program 
is also supported, in part, by a grant from a private foundation.

Gaillard Center Partners

Community Partners
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Institutional Support
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SOUTH CAROLINA STANDARDS
ELA.AOR.6 - Summarize and paraphrase text to support comprehension and understanding.

D.CRNL.1.1 - I can move my body in different ways.

D.CRNM.1.1 - I can explore different ways to combine basic dance elements.

D.CRNL.2.1 - I can create a simple movement sequence with a clear beginning and end.

VA.CRAH.1 - I can create a body of work in a specific medium that explores a personal theme, 
idea or concept.

VA.CNL.6.1 - I can recognize that all cultures create art and explore elements specific to that 
culture/form.

VA.PNL.3.2 - I can identify and describe subject matter in my work.

VA.CRAL.1.2 - I can justify my artistic choices in the composition of my artwork.

ELA.C.3 - Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences using effective techniques.

ELA.C.6 - Write independently and legibly for a variety of tasks and purposes.

ELA.C.8 - Through collaboration, react and respond to information while building upon the ideas 
of others and respecting diverse perspectives.


