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La Maleta de Maebelle

ABOUT THE SHOW
La Maleta de Maebelle
Based on the book by Tricia Tusa
Produced by Glass Half Full Theatre
From Austin, TX

A bilingual adaptation of a celebrated & beloved 
Reading Rainbow picture book.

Maebelle lives in her treehouse and is an 
incredible hat maker. She’s been working hard, 
preparing for the town’s annual hat contest, when 
she befriends Binkle, a bird with a migration 
dilemma. He’s trying to carry too much on 
his flight south for the winter! As Maebelle 
generously offers her cherished suitcase from her 
own migration from Colombia, they delve into 
profound reflections on the significance of our 
possessions and memories. Through laughter 
and tears, Maebelle and Binkle help each other 
discover the beauty of remembrance and the 
liberating power of letting go.

Don’t miss this enchanting tale celebrating friendship, cultural heritage, and the universal lessons 
found within the stories of our lives. Featuring a two-person cast, various styles of puppetry, 
environmental themes, & original Colombian music by Kiko Villamizar. Read more

WATCH 
La Maleta de Maebelle trailer 
Maebelle’s Suitcase read aloud

Based on the story and illustrations by Tricia Tusa (Maebelle’s Suitcase)

Adapted by Gricelda Silva and Caroline Reck
Directed by Caroline Reck
Dramaturg Henry Castillo
Stage Manager Tamara Farley
Puppet Design & Costume Design Team: Anatar Marmol-Gagne (Felted 
Puppets), Caroline Reck (Birds), Kelli Bland (Costumes, Puppet & 
Human)

Scenic Design by Caroline Reck & Connor Hopkins
Scenic Fabrication Artists: Anatar Marmol Gagne and Sarah Mendoza
Fabricated Props by Kade Conklin
Lighting Design by Rachel Atkinson
Sound Design by K. Eliot Haynes
Music by Kiko Villamizar
Original Performers: Stephanie Vasquez Fonseca and Gricelda Silva

“Maebelle’s Suitcase,” Cincinnati Arts Association, accessed August 7, 2025, 
 www.cincinnatiarts.org/events/detail/maebelles-suitcase. 

https://www.glasshalffulltheatre.com/maebelles-suitcase/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VJknZM6MIL8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xzZYfej3aI
http://www.cincinnatiarts.org/events/detail/maebelles-suitcase
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ABOUT THE THEATER 

“Our Mission: Glass Half Full Theatre innovates performance structure and audience experience with original 
works featuring humans and puppets. Our work elevates environmental and social justice issues with a focus on 
Latiné communities. Our bilingual performances cross linguistic and cultural boundaries towards the heart of the 
imagination, where artists and audiences examine how oppressive power structures work and how they can  
be overcome.

Our Vision: to contribute to a sustainable, equitable community framed by 
a dynamic understanding of multicultural stories and the communities they 
uphold.”1 Read more about Glass Half Full Theatre

1. “What We Do,” Glass Half Full Theatre, accessed August 7, 2025, https://www.glasshalffulltheatre.com/history-2/.

https://www.glasshalffulltheatre.com/history-2/
https://www.glasshalffulltheatre.com/history-2/
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EXPLORE: CLASSROOM WORKSHOPS
Create Your Own Puppet 
Grades K-2
In this workshop, students will embark on a creative journey inspired by Maebelle’s Suitcase by Tricia Tusa. After 
reading the story together, students will dive into their imaginations to design and create their own unique puppets.
Click for workshop

Paper Mache Maracas 
Grades 3-5 
In this two-day workshop, students will learn about the origins and use of maracas in Latin American culture. 
Students will create a piece of Colombian art and connect the art-making process with cultural storytelling  
and traditions. 
Click for workshop

STEAM Activity: Adaptations
Grades 2-5
In this workshop, students will learn about adaptation and migration and will create their own unique 2D or 
3D Migrator. This STEAM challenge will have the students mapping out an animal based on their habitat, food, 
adaptations, etc. 
Click for workshop

Cumbia: Dance of Columbia
Grades K-5
In this workshop, students will explore the traditional Colombian folk dance, 
the cumbia. Students will be introduced to a vibrant culture through literature 
and movement, highlighting the rhythms, steps, and history of cumbia as a 
lively and expressive dance form. 
Click for workshop 
Watch cumbia tutorial 

Photo Citation: Cowan, Cierra. “How to Dance Cumbia.” Classpop!, 
7 Jan. 2025, https://www.classpop.com/magazine/how-to-dance-
cumbia. Accessed 24 June 2025.

http://gaillardcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/PAPER-PUPPETS_-MAKE-A-FRIEND-edited.docx.pdf
http://gaillardcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/Homemade-Maracas-edited.docx.pdf
http://gaillardcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/STEAM-Activity_-Adaptations-edited.docx.pdf
http://gaillardcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/Cumbia_-Dance-of-Columbia-edited.docx.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PCebEZ58wpM
https://www.classpop.com/magazine/how-to-dance-cumbia
https://www.classpop.com/magazine/how-to-dance-cumbia
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CONNECT: MEET THE AUTHOR TRICIA TUSA
Tricia Tusa was born in 1960 in the swampy parts of Texas. Having 
lived in New York City as a young woman, and in New Mexico as an 
older one, Tricia now resides in the northeastern corner of  
the U.S. 

Tricia has illustrated more than 40 books for children - ten of which 
she also wrote. She is proud to have received numerous book 
awards and honors.

In addition, Tricia illustrates for book jacket covers and a variety of 
publications and magazines.

Forever seeking inspiration, as the photo indicates, Tricia is 
always interested in more freelance work. She can be reached at 
triciatusa9@gmail.com.

READ MORE FROM TRICIA

Tusa, Tricia. “About.” Tricia Tusa, 2025, https://www.triciatusa.com/about. 
Accessed 24 June 2025.

https://www.triciatusa.com/about
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CONNECT: ANIMAL ADAPTATIONS AND MIGRATIONS  
Many animals like mammals, birds, fish, insects, and others move from one place to another at certain times of the 
year. This special kind of travel is called migration, and it’s a natural part of their life cycle. 

Animals migrate for different reasons. Some move to find food or a safe place to have babies. Others travel to 
places where they can hibernate (sleep through the winter). Some animals migrate because the weather becomes 
too hot, cold, rainy, or dry. 

Animals migrate in many ways—through the air, across land, or in water. For example, many birds and bats fly 
south during winter to find warmer weather. Whales swim from cold oceans to warmer seas. Some animals move 
up or down in the same area. Mule deer in the western U.S. go down the mountains in winter. Even earthworms dig 
deeper into the soil to stay warm. 

The distance animals travel can be short or very long. Frogs might only hop to a nearby pond, but Arctic terns fly 
from the North Pole to the South Pole—a trip of more than 11,000 miles! Some animals, like geese, migrate during 
the day. Others, like sparrows and thrushes, travel at night. 

Animals are great at finding their way, even on long, tricky journeys. They may follow rivers, mountains, or 
coastlines. Scientists believe that some animals use the Sun, stars, or even their sense of smell (as salmon do) to 
help guide them.2

WATCH 
National Geographic Kids “Amazing Animal Journeys” 
Epic Animal Migrations

2. “Animal Migration,” Britannica Kids, accessed August 18, 2025, https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/animal-migration/396034. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X5jx1lxasZM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EMshFxmNQhs
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/animal-migration/396034
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EXPLORE: COLOMBIA
Colombia is a beautiful country in South America, full of mountains, 
jungles, beaches, and amazing animals! A long time ago, it was home to 
Indigenous peoples like the Muisca and Tairona, who made gold jewelry 
and lived close to nature. In 1499, Spanish explorers arrived and took 
control of the land, turning it into a Spanish colony. But the people of 
Colombia didn’t give up—they fought for their freedom and finally won 
independence in 1819 with the help of a brave leader named Simón 
Bolívar. Today, Colombia is known for its lively music, colorful dancing, 
delicious coffee, and warm-hearted people. Even though the country has 
had some tough times, it keeps moving forward and sharing its joy and 
culture with the world!  
History of Colombia

1. Ancient Treasures
A long time ago, people in Colombia made beautiful things out of gold and clay. 
Some of these were jewelry, like earrings and necklaces and even tiny statues. One 
group, called the Zenú, made gold pieces that looked like tiny animals and people.

2. The Legend of El Dorado
There’s a famous story about a place full of gold called El Dorado. This story came 
from Indigenous ceremonies where leaders covered themselves in gold dust and 
jumped into lakes! This inspired many golden artworks.

3. Modern Artists 
•	 Fernando Botero is a famous Colombian artist. He paints people and animals 

that are big and round — it’s his special style!
•	 David Manzur paints knights, horses, and dramatic scenes that look like 

something from a fairy tale!

4. Art Today 
Modern Colombian artists still use old ideas and designs. Some make clothes or 
jewelry using traditional patterns, so the past lives on in what people wear and  
make today!

COLOMBIAN ART 
Colombian art is full of color, history, and amazing stories! A lot of it comes from a 
mix of Indigenous traditions, Spanish influences, and modern creativity.

“3 Reasons Why Colombia is One of the Best Countries for Retirees,” Caporaso 
& Partners Law Office Panama (blog), accessed August 18, 2025, https://www.
caporasoandpartnerslawofficepanama.com/en/blog/residence-abroad/3-
reasons-why-colombia-is-one-of-the-best-countries-for-retirees. 

“An Art Lover’s Guide to Colombia,” cazenove+loyd (blog), 
updated January 26, 2024, https://cazloyd.com/blog/art-
lovers-guide-colombia/. 

Fernando Botero, Dancing in Colombia, 1980, oil on 
canvas, 74 x 91 in., The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
New York, https://www.metmuseum.org/perspectives/
colombia-2. 

https://youtu.be/prhRNVWQrKo?feature=shared
https://www.caporasoandpartnerslawofficepanama.com/en/blog/residence-abroad/3-reasons-why-colombia-is-one-of-the-best-countries-for-retirees
https://www.caporasoandpartnerslawofficepanama.com/en/blog/residence-abroad/3-reasons-why-colombia-is-one-of-the-best-countries-for-retirees
https://www.caporasoandpartnerslawofficepanama.com/en/blog/residence-abroad/3-reasons-why-colombia-is-one-of-the-best-countries-for-retirees
https://cazloyd.com/blog/art-lovers-guide-colombia/
https://cazloyd.com/blog/art-lovers-guide-colombia/
https://www.metmuseum.org/perspectives/colombia-2
https://www.metmuseum.org/perspectives/colombia-2
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EXPLORE: COLOMBIA
EXPERIENCE COLOMBIAN ART
 
Chilean Museum of Pre-Colombian Art

- Explore and support Colombian art through the Chilean Museum of Pre-Colombia.  
Click the link to explore art pieces! 

Remembering Fernando Botero (Play until 2:40)

- Remembering an art legend who created pieces that were bigger than life! 

Spotlight Series: Artolution

- “Artolution’s Colombia program began in 2019 with the goal of supporting conflict-affected youth and artists, 
including Venezuelans and internally displaced Colombian communities, through collaborative art-making 
practices. In 2022, Artolution launched a new, independent organization based on its foundational approach 
and values: Artolución, a Colombian-led institution that aims to impact thousands of vulnerable, conflict-affected 
children per year through the power of art. While proudly independent, Artolución remains a strong member of 
the global Artolution network and works closely with Artolution’s programs across the globe.”3 Read more here

COLOMBIAN DANCE FORMS
 
Let’s Dance in Colombia!

Colombians love to dance! Dancing is a big part of their culture and way of life. From traditional music to modern 
beats, here are some of their most famous dances:

Salsa
Cali is called the capital of salsa! Salsa is a fun, fast dance that many people think 
came from Cuba or Puerto Rico—but Colombians are amazing salsa dancers too. 
Many even win dance competitions!

Salsa Choke
This is a cool new kind of salsa with a fun urban twist! It started on the Pacific coast 
and has a lot of energy and African rhythms. People in Cali love it!

Cumbia
Cumbia is the national dance of Colombia! It came from a mix of African, Indigenous, 
and Spanish cultures. A long time ago, enslaved people even danced it with chains 
on their feet. Today, cumbia is a dance of love and celebration.

3. “Artolution Colombia,” Artolution, accessed August 18, 2025, https://www.artolution.org/colombia. 

https://precolombino.cl/wp/en/museo/
https://museo.precolombino.cl/
https://youtu.be/TtLqBmdQNuk?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/ZO_3Y8poRnI?feature=shared
https://www.artolution.org/colombia
https://www.artolution.org/colombia
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EXPLORE: COLOMBIA
Merengue
Merengue started in the Dominican Republic, but Colombians love it too! It’s full of 
fun music made with drums, shakers, and string instruments.

Champeta
Champeta is a dance from the Caribbean coast. It’s full of cool African beats and is 
super fun to dance at parties. You can dance it by yourself or with a partner!

Vallenato
This music is from northern Colombia and uses a special instrument called the 
accordion. It mixes European, Indigenous, and African styles. People love to sing 
and dance to it all over Latin America.4

In Colombia, dancing is a way of life. It brings people together, tells stories, and 
makes everyone smile. Come dance with us!

DANCE ACTIVITIES
Watch Colombia-American salsa duo (1:57)  
Watch Cumbia dance  
Watch traditional children’s dance  

Kids Zumba follow along  
Spanish freeze dance

Shakira Waka Waka sing-along
Carlos Vives - Colombia, Mi Encanto Zumba Dance

Sounds of Colombia Children’s Choir

”A Woman Performs Colombian Cumbia in Historical Centre of 
Cartagena, Colombia,”.Bailando Journey, April 29, 2017,  https://
bailandojourney.com/2017/04/29/cumbia/. 

Jeremy Horner/Getty Images, “Colombian vallenato music 
heavily features the accordion,” BBC, February 9, 2018, https://
www.bbc.com/travel/article/20180208-the-surprising-origin-of-
colombian-folk-music. 

4. “The favorite dances and rhythms of Colombian people,” Aventure Colombia, accessed August 18, 2025, https://aventurecolombia.com/en/favorite-dances-and-rhythms-colombian-people/
5. “Music of Colombia Facts for Kids,” Kiddle, accessed August 18, 2025, https://kids.kiddle.co/Music_of_Colombia. 

COLOMBIAN MUSIC 
Colombian music is full of different sounds and styles! It mixes African, Indigenous, 
and Spanish music, plus fun rhythms from the Caribbean and even the United 
States. In the 1950s, people in Colombia loved Mexican rock music. Soon, 
Colombian rock bands like Los Speakers became popular too. By the late 1960s, 
some bands mixed traditional Colombian music like cumbia with rock to create 
new styles.

Cumbia is one of Colombia’s most famous music types. It started when enslaved Africans mixed their music with 
Spanish sounds. After slavery ended in the 1800s, African, Indigenous, and other cultures shared even more music 
and created new styles like bambuco, vallenato, and porro. When the European waltz became popular, Colombians 
created their own version called pasillo.
 
One of the most famous Colombian musicians today is Shakira! She mixes pop, rock, and traditional Colombian 
sounds in her music. People all over the world love her songs and dances. Today, Colombian music is still full of life, 
mixing old traditions with new ideas!

EXPLORE COLOMBIAN MUSIC

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ENxwZIgvZY
https://youtu.be/HN1PHJE1ZFE?feature=shared
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BapmjD7uWFE
https://youtu.be/V7DIGY0yOiM?feature=shared
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZGdZAh5avjE
https://youtu.be/QyHp-N6-3DY?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/V7DIGY0yOiM?si=B4GA1-FqEWt3fg2X
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ls4rZ2mPj5U
https://bailandojourney.com/2017/04/29/cumbia/
https://bailandojourney.com/2017/04/29/cumbia/
https://www.bbc.com/travel/article/20180208-the-surprising-origin-of-colombian-folk-music
https://www.bbc.com/travel/article/20180208-the-surprising-origin-of-colombian-folk-music
https://www.bbc.com/travel/article/20180208-the-surprising-origin-of-colombian-folk-music
https://aventurecolombia.com/en/favorite-dances-and-rhythms-colombian-people/
https://kids.kiddle.co/Music_of_Colombia
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EXPLORE: COLOMBIA
COLOMBIAN THEATRE 
“Ópera Latinoamérica (OLA) is a network that brings together theaters, companies and festivals from Latin America 
and the Caribbean. Founded in Chile in 2007, OLA is a private, non-profit association made up of more than 50 
organizations, companies, festivals and theaters from Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, Mexico, Peru, Portugal, Spain, Uruguay, and Venezuela. Its purpose is to promote the classical 
performing arts in the Latin American and Caribbean region through the creation of work networks, training and 
education, internationalization, collaborative economy practices, open knowledge, and associative production, thus 
generating an international community.”6

Ópera Latinoamérica (OLA) will offer children’s productions and tours throughout the year. Read here about the 
show they offered in April 2025. 

COLOMBIAN FESTIVALS AND TRADITIONS 
YouTube artist Nicole shares special traditions from Colombia, the country where her mother grew up. From 
colorful festivals to lively music and delicious food, Colombia is rich in culture and celebration. Join Nicole as she 
introduces us to some of the unique customs that make Colombian life so vibrant and full of joy!

Watch video here

SOME BILINGUAL READS

6. “History and Purpose,” Opera Latinoamerica, accessed August 18, 2025, https://www.operala.org/que-es-ola-2/?lang=en.

https://www.operala.org/el-teatro-colon-de-bogota-celebrara-el-dia-de-la-ninez-con-un-festival-digital/?lang=en
https://youtu.be/k1sJpM4hu_U?feature=shared%5C
https://www.operala.org/que-es-ola-2/?lang=en
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EDUCATIONAL PARTNERS
The Gaillard Center would like to thank the following educational partners in their ongoing support of our Education and 
Community program. This program is also supported, in part, by a grant from a private foundation.

Charleston Gaillard Center Partners

Institutional Support

Corporate Supporters

Small Business Members

Community Partners
Annex Dance Company
Anson Street African Burial Ground Project
Anson Street African Burial Memorial
Blue Bicycle Books
Buxton Books
Charleston County Public Library
Charleston Jazz
Charleston Symphony

College of Charleston
Cuisine Rescue
Dance Conservatory of Charleston
Engaging Creative Minds
Free Verse Festival
HEART
International African American Museum
KultureCity

Lowcountry Jazz Festival/Closing the Gap in Health Care
MOJA Arts Festival
Southeastern Wildlife Exposition
Spoleto Festival USA
We Are Family

Peter Glenville
Foundation

the
Kennedy-Herterich


