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September 3, 2021

Good Evening Low Country Jazz Festival Supporters!

Closing the Gap in Healthcare (CTGIHC), the parent organization of the Low Country 
Jazz Festival, would like to welcome you to the 2021 Jazz Festival -- where we are jazzing 
for a purpose! We sincerely appreciate the support of both our patrons and sponsors! 

This year, we are excited to be back after the unfortunate cancellation of the 2020 festival 
due to the pandemic. We come to you with mixed emotions though, as the world is still 
amid the COVID-19 pandemic. As you know, we are a healthcare organization, focused 
on decreasing health disparities in African Americans and underserved communities. 
Accordingly, we have asked that all participants of this year’s festival be vaccinated – as 
your health and well-being is of the utmost importance to us! 

We are proud to have continued to reach our mission to grow the Thaddeus John Bell, 
MD and Family Endowment Scholarship for African American students at the Medical 
University of SC (MUSC) and happy to announce the recipient of this year’s scholarship: 
Jerome Deas, MUSC - College of Medicine. Congratulations Dr. Deas!  

Again, we sincerely appreciate your continued support toward of our efforts to decrease 
health disparities in African Americans and underserved communities. We plan to continue 
to educate our community and beyond for years to come!

Stay safe. Mask-up. Encourage everyone in your circle to get vaccinated. And enjoy the show! 

Yours in Good Health,
Thaddeus J. Bell, MD

Tiffany J. Bell, PMP   
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2021 • 7:00PM

6:30PM
DOORS OPEN

7:30PM 
WILLIE BRADLEY

8:00PM
NAJEE

9:10PM
DR. THADDEUS J. BELL PRESENTATION

9:15PM 
PEABO BRYSON
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Willie Bradley is a native of Orangeburg, 
SC and a graduate of South Carolina State University, 
where he earned his BS Degree in Music Education and 
Performance. Over the course of his career, he has become 
a go–to musician for many of soul music’s greats over the 
years. Willie’s stage presence includes performances with 
jazz greats including Dizzy Gillespie, Clark Terry, Frank 
Foster, Max Roach, Betty Carter, Gerald Albright, Walter 
Beasley, Alex Bugnon, Ronnie Laws, Hiroshima and Marion 
Meadows.
     In 2014, Willie released his debut Contemporary Jazz 
CD Another Day & Time produced and co-written with 
keyboardist/Recording Artist Nicholas Cole. Tracks from 
this CD made the Smooth Jazz Billboard Charts and have 
been added to Smooth Jazz Radio Stations worldwide to 
include Music Choice, Pandora, Spotify, and iHeart Radio.
     Willie has performed at high profile shows around 
the country including Catalina Island Jazztrax, Denver’s 
Premier Jazz Room, The Soiled Dove Underground, Magic 
City Smooth Jazz in Birmingham, Spaghettini Lounge, 
Ocean City Jazz Fest, Columbus Jazz & Rib Festival, 
Carson Jazz Festival, Newport Beach Jazz Festival, Lake 
Arbor Jazz Festival, Southern Maryland Wine, Jazz & R&B 
Festival, and the Jacksonville Jazz Coalition Jazz Festival. 
He is also known for being part of the brass section with 
RJ & The Original James Brown Band touring abroad in 
France, and to Osaka, Tokyo and Japan.    
    On his new CD project Going With The Flow, Willie is 
definitely not just going with the average flow of things. 
Together with multi-award winning producer Preston 
Glass, (Kenny G., George Benson, Earth Wind & Fire and 
many more), they have brought together a fantastic group 
of songs as well as a cast of stellar musicians with varied 
styles (Greg Manning, Gerald Alston from The Manhattans, 
Bob Baldwin, Club Nouveau, and Jerry Martini of Sly & The 
Family Stone).
   This musical adventure promises to be an appetizer of 
sweet things to come for Willie; Savor it with open ears; 
and heart!

www.williebradley.net

WILLIE
BRADLEY
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WILLIE
BRADLEY

Najee is one of the most successful and recognizable crossover jazz 
and R&B performers of his generation. Following his initial breakthrough 
with 1986’s Grammy-nominated Najee’s Theme, Najee rose to widespread 
prominence with a series of Top Five-charting contemporary jazz albums, 
including 1990’s Tokyo Blue, 1994’s Share My World, and 2005’s My 
Point of View. He has worked alongside such luminaries as Prince, Chaka 
Khan, Stanley Clarke, and others. The winner of two NAACP Awards, 
including for 2013’s The Morning After: A Musical Journey, Najee celebrated 
his 30th year as a recording artist with 2017’s Poetry in Motion.
    Born Jerome Najee Rasheed in 1957 in New York’s Greenwich 
Village, Najee was raised in Jamaica, Queens where he started out on the 
clarinet at age eight. By his teens he had switched to the saxophone. He 
attended Boston’s New England Conservatory of Music, where he studied 
alongside his brother, guitarist/producer Fareed Rasheed. The brothers 
eventually left school and hit the road touring with singer Chaka Kahn.
    As a solo artist, Najee launched his career with 1986’s Najee’s Theme, 
which hit number one on Billboard’s Contemporary Jazz Albums chart. 
The album earned a Grammy nomination for Best Instrumental R&B 
Performance. That same year he also joined singer Freddie Jackson on 
tour and returned to his solo work in 1988 with Day by Day. Najee’s 
brother, Fareed produced his third album, 1990’s Tokyo Blue. Well-received, 
it landed on top of the contemporary jazz charts, achieved gold status, and 
picked up a Soul Train Award for Best Jazz Album.
     Najee’s fourth album, Just an Illusion, arrived in 1992 and peaked 
at number five on the contemporary jazz chart. Two years later, he 
issued the number two-charting Share My World. Also during the late 
‘90s, Najee toured for the USO and performed at Nelson Mandela’s birthday 
celebration in South Africa. From 2001 to 2003, Najee toured with Prince, 
appearing on several of the pop icon’s albums. In 2003, he released his 
eighth studio album, Embrace, which featured guest appearances by Roy 
Ayers and BeBe Winans. My Point of View arrived in 2005 and debuted at 
number one on Billboard’s Contemporary Jazz Albums chart. The following 
year, the saxophonist was bestowed an NAACP Image Award for Best 
Jazz Artist. On 2007’s Rising Sun, Najee featured singer Phil Perry, and in 
2009 he issued Mind Over Matter, which included a song with singer Eric 
Benét. In 2012, Najee signed with the Shanachie label and released The 
Smooth Side of Soul, which again found him working with singer Perry, as 
well as keyboardist Jeff Lorber. He stuck with Shanachie for several more 
outings, including the number one charting The Morning After: A Musical 
Journey (which also earned him a NAACP Image Award Nomination for 
Outstanding Jazz Album), 2015’s You, Me and Forever, and 2017’s Poetry 
in Motion, the latter of which marked his 30th year as a recording artist. In 
2019, he released his 16th studio album, Center of the Heart, which included 
a collaboration with singer Kenny Lattimore.

www.najeeofficial.com

NAJEE
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Peabo Bryson (born Robert Peapo Bryson, April 13, 1951, given name 
changed from “Peapo” to Peabo c. 1965) is an American R&B and soul singer-
songwriter, born in Greenville, South Carolina. He is well known for singing ballads 
and has contribution to three Disney animated feature soundtracks. Bryson is winner 
of two Grammy Awards.
     Bryson marked his professional debut at age 14, singing backup for Al Freeman 
and the Upsetters, a local Greenville group. It was Freeman’s difficulty in pronouncing 
Bryson’s French West-Indian name, “Peapo”, that led Bryson to change its spelling 
to Peabo. In 1976, he launched his own recording career with Underground Music on 

the Bang label. His first album, Peabo, followed shortly thereafter. Although only a 
regional success, Bryson signed to Capitol Records in 1977.
     Bryson’s greatest solo hits include 1977’s Feel the Fire and Reaching for the 
Sky, 1978’s I’m So Into You and Crosswinds, 1982’s Let the Feeling Flow, 1984’s If 
Ever You’re in My Arms Again (his first Top 10 pop single, at #10 in the US), 1989’s 
Show and Tell, and the 1991 hit Can You Stop the Rain. In 1985, he appeared on the 
soap opera One Life to Live to sing a lyrical version of its theme song. Bryson’s 
vocals were added to the regular theme song in 1987 and his voice was heard daily 
until 1992. He recorded the successful album of romantic love duets with Roberta 
Flack (Born to Love) in 1983. In partnership with Regina Belle, Bryson recorded 
two hit duets: Without You, the love theme from the comedy film Leonard Part 

6, recorded in 1987 and A Whole New World, the main theme of the Disney’s 
animated feature film Aladdin, recorded in 1992. Bryson and Belle recorded 
four duets over the years: Without You (in 1987), I Can’t Imagine” (in 1991),  

A Whole New World (in 1992) and Total Praise (in 2009).
      Bryson won two Grammy Awards: in 1992 for his performance of the 

song Beauty and the Beast with Celine Dion and in 1993 for A Whole New 
World with Regina Belle. In Spring 1998, Bryson contributed his voice 

to Barney’s Great Adventure: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack, 
with the song Dream (Twinken’s Tune).

      Bryson performed in theater and operatic productions, most 
notably the tenor role of Sportin’ Life in the Michigan Opera 

Theater of Detroit’s version of Porgy and Bess. In 2002, 
Bryson’s Beauty and the Beast music video was included 

on the platinum and Blu-ray edition of Beauty and 
the Beast. His A Whole New World music video 
was included on the platinum edition DVD release 
of Aladdin. Bryson’s CD, Missing You, was released 
on October 2, 2007 on Peak Records, a division of 
Concord Music Group.
       September 4, 2016 was declared “Peabo Bryson 
Day” in Charleston, SC and North Charleston, SC, 
during the LowCountryJazzFest. The annual jazz fest 
is presented by ClosingTheGapInHealthCare.org, 
founded by Dr. Thaddeus Bell.

www.peabobryson2.com

PEABO BRYSON
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7:00PM
DOORS OPEN

7:30PM
 LINDSEY WEBSTER & ADAM HAWLEY

8:15PM
 KINDRED THE FAMILY SOUL

9:35PM 
RICHARD ELLIOTT & RICHARD BRAUN

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING!

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 5, 2021 • 7:00PM
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Lindsey Webster is a chart-topping, award-
winning vocalist and songwriter. She performs in a variety 
of styles from straight-ahead jazz and traditional pop to 
soulful smooth jazz and adult contemporary and crossover 
R&B. Between 2016 and 2018, she placed ten songs on the 
Smooth Jazz Songs charts, including a pair of number ones, 
making her the first jazz vocalist to top the chart since Sade. 
Furthermore, four of her albums including 2016’s Back to 
Your Heart and 2018’s Love Inside placed at numbers one 
and two respectively on the Contemporary Jazz Charts.
    Webster grew up playing cello, eventually shifting to 
singing while attending Fiorello H. LaGuardia School of 
Music & Art and Performing Arts in New York City. After 
meeting her collaborator and husband, pianist Keith Slattery 
in 2009, she embarked on a fruitful solo career, releasing 
an independently produced eponymous album in 2013. 
Two years later, she returned with You Change on Atlanta 
Records.
   In 2016, Webster released her third album, Back to Your 
Heart. Featured on the album was the single Fool Me Once, 
which hit number one on Billboard’s Smooth Jazz Songs 
chart. Webster’s fourth solo album, Love Inside, appeared in 
2018, and featured guest spots from trumpeter Rick Braun 
and guitarist Norman Brown. In 2020, Webster re-teamed 
with producer, keyboardist, and former husband Keith 
Slattery for A Woman Like Me. Her sidemen included bassist 
Nathan East, drummer Vinnie Colaiuta, and percussionist 
Luis Conte. Issued in March of 2020, the set peaked at 
number five on the Contemporary Jazz Albums chart.

www.lindseywebstermusic.com

LINDSEY
WEBSTER

ADAM
HAWLEY

Adam Hawley is a gifted guitarist, sideman, 
and educator, known for his lithe, groove-oriented 
approach to contemporary jazz and R&B. After working 
steadily for over a decade with many marquee jazz and 
pop artists, Hawley launched his solo career with his 
breakthrough 2016 debut album, Just the Beginning, 
which featured three chart-topping smooth jazz singles 
including 35th Street, Joy Ride, and I Don’t Mind. Along 
with performing, the guitarist has a Doctorate of Musical 
Arts from the University of Southern California, and 
balances his time between playing live and teaching 
at places like Musician’s Institute, Chaffey College, and 
Saddleback College.
   A native of Portland, Oregon, Hawley started playing 
music at age eight, first taking piano lessons per his 
mother’s request, and then adding guitar lessons a year 
later. As a teenager, he played in church, toured with a 
bluegrass ensemble, and led his own blues band. Also 
during high school, a friend made him a mixtape which 
included George Benson’s 1976 hit song Breezin’, and 
ignited his enduring love of contemporary jazz. In 2002, 
he relocated to Los Angeles where he attended the 
University of Southern California, eventually earning his 
Bachelor’s, Master’s, and doctorate degrees in music. 
Since graduating, he has played in a variety of live and 
studio settings with a bevy of pop, jazz, and R&B artists 
including Natalie Cole, Jennifer Lopez, Dave Koz, Brian 
Culbertson, Rick Braun, Gerald Albright, Manhattan 
Transfer, Peabo Bryson, Euge Groove, and many more.

www.adamhawley.com
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Kindred the Family Soul, also 
referred to as simply Kindred, is an American neo-soul 
duo consisting of married couple Fatin Dantzler (born 
in 1973 in Camden, New Jersey)  and Aja Graydon (born 
September 25, 1978 in Los Angeles, California). Signed 
to Hidden Beach Recordings, Kindred emerged from 
the Philadelphia neo-soul movement that also includes 
Jill Scott, who introduced them to then label president 
Steve McKeever of Hidden Beach Recordings when they 
performed at the Black Lily Showcase, Kindred signed 
their first recording contract with the label in 2000.
   After two years of work on the CD, Hidden Beach 
issued their debut album Surrender to Love in February 
2003, which included the single Far Away. Their follow-
up album was 2005’s In This Life Together—its title a 
reference to Ossie Davis and Ruby Dee’s 1998 book With 
Ossie & Ruby: In This Life Together—spawning the single 
Where Would I Be (The Question).
   The duo was nominated for a Soul Train Music Award for 
Best R&B/Soul Album, Group Band or Duo for Surrender 
to Love in 2004 and a BET Award for the BET J Cool Like 
That Award in 2006. The group’s third LP, The Arrival, 
was released on October 21, 2008. In 2011 the group 
released the LP Love Has No Recession, which featured 
many guest artists including the late Chuck Brown, Snoop 
Dogg, Raheem Devaughn, BJ the Chicago Kid, and Bilal. 
That record spawned the top 40 Urban AC single Magic 
Happens. In 2014, the group released A Couple Friends. 
In 2016, they released Legacy Of Love which includes the 
hit single All My People Kindred is currently preparing to 
release new music hugely focused on their interview and 
performing series, Kindred Presents.

KINDRED 
THE FAMILY SOUL

www.kindredthefamilysoul.com
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www.kindredthefamilysoul.com

Richard Elliot  is a Scottish-born American 
saxophonist. He was nominated for a Grammy Award for 
Best Pop Instrumental Album at the 56th Annual Grammy 
Awards for Summer Horns.
   Elliot started out as a member of the jazz-rock unit, 
KittyHawk, playing lyricon (a wind synthesizer) and 
saxophone, and recording several albums with them. He then 
became a member of the funk band Tower of Power, playing 
tenor sax for five years during the 1980s.
   That was followed by a stint as a member of the Yellowjackets. 
He also worked on Stacy Lattisaw’s 1986 album Take Me All 
the Way. His solo career took off when he remade the Percy 
Sledge classic When a Man Loves a Woman, which had also 
been remade by Michael Bolton. Other well-known songs 
include In the Groove, Take Your Time, Crush, Chill Factor, 
Corner Pocket and Sly, as well as remakes of classic pop 
songs such as I’m Not in Love and the Luther Vandross hits 
Here and Now and Your Secret Love. Elliot participated with 
fellow saxophonists Paul Taylor and Gerald Albright, as well 
as keyboardist Jeff Lorber, in the Grooving for Grover concert 
series. The series honored the legacy of the late Grover 
Washington Jr.
     In 2005, Elliot joined trumpeter Rick Braun to co-found 
their own label, ARTizen Music Group (now known as Artistry 
Music). Among the first albums on that label is Elliot’s 
own Metro Blue.

www.richardelliot.com

RICHARD
ELLIOT

RICHARD
BRAUN

Rick Braun entered the pop music world in the 
1980s. He released an album in Japan as a singer, then worked 
as a songwriter for Lorimar (Warner Chappell). He wrote the 
song “Here with Me” with REO Speedwagon, and it became a 
top twenty hit. When he returned to the trumpet, he worked 
as a studio musician and touring member with Crowded 
House, Natalie Cole, Glenn Frey, Tom Petty, Sade, Rod 
Stewart, Tina Turner, and War.
    He released his debut solo album, Intimate Secrets (Mesa, 
1992), followed by Night Walk and Christmas Present. His 
popularity increased enough by 1995, when he released Beat 
Street, that he was persuaded to pursue a solo career.
He achieved several top chartings including Kisses in the 
Rain (as high as number 1), R n R (as high as number 1), All 
It Takes (as high as number 2), and Can You Feel It (as high 
as number 1) along with charting at the Traditional Jazz 
Albums for the first time in 2011 with the vocal album Sings 
with Strings (as high as number 9). Braun performs 
in the band BWB, with saxophonist Kirk Whalum and 
guitarist Norman Brown. He has performed live with known 
musicians such as Candy Dulfer, Dave Koz, Jackiem Joyner, 
and Peter White.
    In 2005, he and saxophonist Richard Elliot co-founded   
ARTizen Music Group (now known as Artistry Music) and 
once had Rykodisc as a distributor. 
   Braun won Gavin Report’s Artist of the Year, twice.

www.rickbraun.com
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Get the latest information
about COVID-19 vaccines at

GetVaccineAnswers.org

Getting back to these 
moments we miss
starts with 
getting informed.




