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Goodnight Moon and 
The Runaway Bunny

Created by Mermaid Theatre of Nova Scotia
Goodnight Moon is a celebration of familiar 
nighttime rituals, while The Runaway Bunny’s 
pretend tale of leaving home evokes 
reassuring responses from his loving mum. 
Both feature endearing rabbit characters, and 
the soothing rhythms of bunny banter and 
dream-like imagery never fail to infuse young 
readers with a reassuring sense of security. 
Mermaid’s staged adaptation brings a new 
sense of appreciation to stories that have 
delighted several generations.
Click here to watch the trailer!

“Mermaid Theatre has been in continuous operation since it was founded in 1972 in Wolfville, 
Nova Scotia. We moved to the neighboring town of Windsor in 1987, and helped to revitalize the 
historic town’s downtown business core. Our extensive headquarters encompass production 
studios, administrative offices, rehearsal quarters, a versatile studio, animation studios, film 
& television recording capacity, and an elegant 400-seat performance facility known as The 
Mermaid Imperial Performing Arts Centre (MIPAC). The enthusiastic response to our innovative 
family audiences programming has enabled us to establish unparalleled touring circuits.

Each year we present more than 400 performances for 200,000 spectators - many of them new 
to the theatre experience. Mermaid regularly crosses Canada and the United States and has 
represented Canada in more than a dozen countries. Recorded narration featuring outstanding 
international artists facilitates performances in English, Spanish, Korean, Japanese, French, 
Cantonese and Mandarin. Closer to home, Mermaid’s Institute of Puppetry Arts offers puppetry 
instruction at both community and professional levels. The Institute’s imaginative curriculum-
based touring programs entertain and inform students and teachers throughout the region, as 
well as encourage educators to incorporate the performing arts in the teaching of science. Our 
MIPAC Performing Arts Series attracts audiences of all ages. Many travel from nine countries to 
join local fans in enjoying our Family Fare program, unique to Nova Scotia."1

ABOUT THE SHOW AND THE COMPANY

1“Mission & Mandate,” Mermaid Theatre, accessed June 13, 2024, https://mermaidtheatre.ca/mission-and-mandate.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WSy9rkCntaY
 https://mermaidtheatre.ca/mission-and-mandate
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READ MORE  
Mermaid Theatre

WATCH
Goodnight Moon Read Aloud 
Runaway Bunny Read Aloud

Few writers have been as attuned to the concerns and emotions of childhood as 
Margaret Wise Brown (1910–1952).  Brown, a former teacher, believed that very young 
children could be fascinated by the simple pleasures of the world around them.  Few 
had previously attempted to write specifically for children aged two to five, and Brown 
created some of the most enduring and beloved children’s books of all time as well as 
developed the concept of the first durable board book.

Few writers have been as attuned to the concerns and emotions of childhood as 
Margaret Wise Brown (1910–1952).  Brown, a former teacher, believed that very young 
children could be fascinated by the simple pleasures of the world around them.  Few 
had previously attempted to write specifically for children aged two to five, and Brown 
created some of the most enduring and beloved children’s books of all time as well as 
developed the concept of the first durable board book.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR

https://mermaidtheatre.ca/mission-and-mandate
https://youtu.be/1ZTnwKLKVhc?si=hc1es3Wbbyagsmo1
https://youtu.be/kj3c99efFsA?si=38ZICaayZjj4rtz7
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Glow Puppets 
Ages 3 to Grade K 
In this workshop, students will learn about the story elements of The Runaway 
Bunny and will create a glow-in-the-dark bunny puppet. Students will identify 
fiction clues and will add fictional accessories to their bunny puppet. 
Click Here for the Lesson Plan

Origami Hopping Bunnies 
Grades K-3 
In this workshop, students will listen to the story of The Runaway Bunny and will 
identify the difference between fiction and nonfiction. Students will learn the art of 
origami and will create a hopping paper bunny. 
Click Here for the Lesson Plan 

Rhyme Match Game 
Grades 1-3 
In this workshop, after listening to the story Goodnight Moon, students will 
participate in three rounds of rhyming games. Students will have to work together 
to find their perfect rhyming match in each round as the rounds get progressively 
more difficult. 
Click Here for the Lesson Plan

Light Circuits 
Grades 2-3 
As you will see in the performance, Mermaid Theatre of Nova 
Scotia uses UV lights to create special effects for the puppets on 
stage.  In this workshop, students will learn about simple circuits 
and will create their own as a reflection of Mermaid Theater's use 
of UV lights. 
Click Here for the Lesson Plan

EXPLORE: CLASSROOM WORKSHOPS

https://docs.google.com/document/d/15IKhRjK-4kQfHcDrVal2ogGmUblSCB__/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105876225303079460093&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18jY7x4xrzHilw3qoqIjP8UwRUr9o1YQj/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105876225303079460093&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IRIVvoOcEqQii0q8TI5f4UkhW9fMIhvH/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105876225303079460093&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c1TmZHaLIib5g5upOU9y0UMkcl19FXgC/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105876225303079460093&rtpof=true&sd=true
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“A book can make a child laugh or feel clear-and-happy-headed as 
he follows a simple rhythm to its logical end. It can jog him with the 
unexpected and comfort him with the familiar, lift him for a few 
minutes from his own problems of shoelaces that won’t tie and busy 
parents and mysterious clock-time, into the world of a bug or a bear 
or a bee or a boy living in the timeless world of story. If I’ve been 
lucky, I hope I have written a book simple enough to come near to 
that timeless world.”
—Margaret Wise Brown, “Creative Writing for Very Young Children,” 
from The Book of Knowledge Annual (1951)2

Margaret Wise Brown, born on May 23, 1910, in Brooklyn, 
New York, was an American children's author known for her 

timeless and beloved picture books. Brown grew up surrounded by books, fostering her love for 
storytelling from an early age. She attended Hollins College in Virginia, where she developed her 
writing skills and graduated with a degree in English literature.  

After college, Brown worked as a teacher, but her passion for writing soon led her to pursue a 
career as a children's book author. In 1937, she published her first book, When the Wind Blew, 
and went on to write more than 100 books under various pen names, including Goodnight Moon 
and The Runaway Bunny, which remain cherished classics to this day.

Brown's writing was characterized by its simple yet poetic language, rhythmic cadence, and 
ability to capture the wonder and imagination of childhood. She believed in the importance of 
respecting the intelligence of children and wrote with an understanding of their perspective.

Tragically, Margaret Wise Brown's life was cut short when she passed away unexpectedly at the 
age of 42 on November 13, 1952. However, her legacy lives on through her timeless stories, 
which continue to enchant and inspire generations of young readers around the world.3

ONLY MARGARET: A Story about Margaret Wise Brown

CONNECT: MARGARET WISE BROWN AUTHOR STUDY

2American Writers Museum, “American Voices: Margaret Wise Brown,” American Voices (blog), posted on May 23, 2023, https://
americanwritersmuseum.org/american-voices-margaret-wise-brown/.

3“Margaret Wise Brown,” Wikipedia, updated May 15, 2024, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Wise_Brown.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P7yX9yyo9-U
https://americanwritersmuseum.org/american-voices-margaret-wise-brown/
https://americanwritersmuseum.org/american-voices-margaret-wise-brown/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Wise_Brown
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READ MORE BOOKS ABOUT BUNNIES

READ MORE FROM MARGARET WISE BROWN

READ MORE BOOKS ABOUT BUNNIES

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YM-v7jvS9dA
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IN THE WILD
Rabbits are very social creatures who live underground together in groups called colonies. Their 
underground homes are referred to as warrens or burrows, and they feature passages that are 
interconnected, with each individual rabbit family having its own side “room” to live in. Typically, 
every warren has at least two entrances; that way, if an enemy comes in one door, the rabbits 
can run out through another.4 Take a moment to look at the included image of a rabbit 
burrow. Can you spot the three exits?

Rabbits are herbivores, which means they eat only plants, and their diet consists mainly of 
fibrous vegetation. In the wild, rabbits primarily eat grass, clover, and other green plants.5

EXPLORE: RABBITS IN REAL LIFE

4Britannica Kids, accessed June 13, 2024, https://kids.britannica.com/students/assembly/view/171835.
5Assistant, “What do rabbits eat in the wild?”, Quora post, May 1, 2024, https://www.quora.com/What-do-rabbits-eat-in-the-wild-And-what-do-pet-
rabbits-typically-eat-Is-there-a-difference-between-the-two-and-if-so-why.

https://kids.britannica.com/students/assembly/view/171835
https://www.quora.com/What-do-rabbits-eat-in-the-wild-And-what-do-pet-rabbits-typically-eat-Is-there-a-difference-between-the-two-and-if-so-why
https://www.quora.com/What-do-rabbits-eat-in-the-wild-And-what-do-pet-rabbits-typically-eat-Is-there-a-difference-between-the-two-and-if-so-why
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AS HOUSE PETS
Rabbits also make wonderfully furry companions at home. As pets, rabbits can live happy and 
healthy lives, and live to be up to 15 years old!6 “Pet rabbits typically eat a diet that consists of 
hay, fresh vegetables, and a small amount of commercial rabbit pellets. This diet is designed to 
replicate their natural diet as closely as possible… Pet rabbits rely on their owners to provide 
them with a balanced diet, while wild rabbits have to forage for their food in their natural 
environment.”7 Fun fact: Cartoons like Bugs Bunny often show their rabbits munching on 
carrots; however, carrots aren’t a natural part of a rabbit’s diet and can give bunnies an 
upset stomach if they eat too many!8

Though wild rabbits live outdoors, pet rabbits really enjoy indoor life. Because rabbits are such 
social animals, they do best living in large areas where they can have company from people and 
maybe even other rabbits, similar to how wild rabbits have the company of their colonies. Some 
rabbit enclosures may even include litter boxes for the bunnies to use the bathroom. Did you 
know that rabbits could be housetrained?9

To explore more fun facts and information about rabbits, click here.

EXPLORE: RABBITS IN REAL LIFE

6“12 things to know before adopting a rabbit,” British Columbia Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, March 15, 2024, https://spca.
bc.ca/news/things-to-know-before-adopting-a-rabbit/.
7Assistant, “What do rabbits eat in the wild?”
8“10 Hopping Fun Rabbit Facts,” National Geographic Kids, accessed June 13, 2024, https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/general-ani-
mals/10-hopping-fun-rabbit-facts/.
9“12 things to know before adopting a rabbit”

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/general-animals/10-hopping-fun-rabbit-facts/
https://spca.bc.ca/news/things-to-know-before-adopting-a-rabbit/
https://spca.bc.ca/news/things-to-know-before-adopting-a-rabbit/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/general-animals/10-hopping-fun-rabbit-facts/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/general-animals/10-hopping-fun-rabbit-facts/
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WATCH
Let’s Learn About Rabbits!
Cute Bunny Jumping Competition
Rescued Baby Bunny

VISIT
Grow with the Flow Homestead
Spotlight: Bunny homestead & family farm  Huger, SC 29450

A Black-woman-owned backyard farm in Huger, Grow with the 
Flow Homestead, shares their love of rabbits, gardening, and 
plants with children, families, and others. Along with seasonal 
offerings on the farm, they bring their bunnies out to schools, 
child care centers, homes, and elsewhere for Bunny Snuggle 
sessions inspiring connection, comfort, and joy; sell seasonal, 
homemade goods; and build quality homestead structures and 
garden beds.

Well known for their trademark whimsical approach to 
storytelling and exquisite puppet design, Grey Seal Puppets 
offers a variety of puppet performances sure to tickle your 
fancy. Their repertoire includes a variety of productions 
from familiar fairy tales (The Emperor's New Clothes) to 
original stories (Bathtub Pirates). The company’s thirty-year 
history includes such honors as three Citations of Excellence 
from UNIMA-USA (International puppetry organization), the 
President’s Award from the Puppeteers of America, and the 
Award for Leadership in Theatre from the NC  
Theatre Conference.

Grey Seal Puppets

EXPLORE: MORE RESOURCES

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=teAplGHrJhM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qM9YWm6T_hc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1ZVCIUDvV8
https://www.facebook.com/wegrowwiththeflow/
https://www.greysealpuppets.com/
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SOUTH CAROLINA STANDARDS
South Carolina College and Career Ready Academic Standards
K.MC.8.1 Read or listen closely to: a. describe characters’ actions and feelings; c. describe setting; 
d. identify the plot including problem and solution; 
1.MC.5.1 Ask and answer who, what, when, where, why, and how questions to demonstrate 
understanding of a text; use key details to make inferences and draw conclusions in texts heard 
or read
1.MC.7.1 Retell text, including beginning, middle, and end; use key details to determine the 
theme in a text heard or read.
1.MC.1.1 Explore and create meaning through conversation, drama, questioning, and story-
telling
L.LCS.9.1 With guidance and support, identify the literary devices of repetitive language and the 
sound devices of rhyme, onomatopoeia, and alliteration; identify when the author uses each. 
3.P.3A.1 Obtain and communicate information to develop models showing how electrical energy 
can be transformed into other forms of energy (including motion, sound, heat, or light).
3.P.3A.2 Develop and use models to describe the path of an electric current in a complete simple 
circuit as it accomplishes a task (such as lighting a bulb or making a sound).

South Carolina College and Career Ready Arts Standards
VA.CRNL.1.1 - I can use some elements of art to communicate a story about a familiar place or 
object.
T.P NL.3.1 I can identify that the tools of the actor are the body, mind, voice, and collaboration. 
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EDUCATIONAL PARTNERS
The Gaillard Center would like to thank the following educational partners in 
their ongoing support of our Education & Community program. This program 
is also supported, in part, by a grant from a private foundation.

Gaillard Center Partners

Community Partners



13

Goodnight Moon and 
The Runaway Bunny

EDUCATIONAL PARTNERS

Institutional Support


