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Book, Music, & Lyrics by Joan Cushing
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RECOMMENDED SUBJECT AREAS:
English Language Arts

Grade Levels K- 4

CHARACTERS:

SYNOPSIS:

Worm- lacks self confidence,
sensitive, loyal, sincere, funny,
wants to matter

Is Spider getting too big for his own
skin? Will Fly find her superhero
powers in time to save her Aunt Rita
from peril? Will Worm learn to stand
on his own two feet…even though he
doesn’t have feet? We invite you to
take a look at the world from a bug’s
perspective. Perhaps you’ll see that
their lives are not all that different
from yours. This world première
musical captures all of the droll
humor and whimsy of the wildly
popular books.

Spider- cocky, sometimes whiny, a
techno wizard, can’t wait to molt
Fly- full of energy, loyal, sensitive,
wants to be a superhero
Chorus (3):

Bee- teacher/ Mrs. Bee
Butterfly-friend and classmate
Ant- friend and classmate

Curtains Up on the Playwright

Joan Cushing, a former elementary school teacher and cabaret performer, is best
known for her political satirical revue Mrs.Foggybottom & Friends, which opened in
1986 at New Playwrights Theatre, and moved to the Omni-Shoreham Hotel in
Washington, D.C., where it ran for 10 hit years, and four years on the road,
including performances at Don’t Tell Mama and The Triad in NYC. Also in New
York, she performed her solo nightclub act Lady Sings the News! at the Ballroom,
filling in for Blossom Dearie, appeared in Gary Trudeau’s Tanner for
President series on HBO, directed by Robert Altman, and studied musical theatre
writing at the BMI Musical Theatre Workshop with Lehman Engel and Maury
Yeston.
More recently, she has adapted 16 popular children's books as musicals, receiving
over 400 productions and 5 national tours: Miss Nelson Is Missing!, winner of the
2003 Nat’l Children’s Theatre Festival; Junie B. Jones & a Little Monkey
Business!; Miss Nelson Has a Field Day!; Petite Rouge: A Cajun Red Riding
Hood (2007 NY Musical Theatre Festival); Heidi (w playwright Martha King De
Silva); and George & Martha: Tons of Fun, all commissioned by Imagination
Stage, Lawrence, commissioned by Gabrielino High School; Brave
Irene, commissioned by Adventure Theatre, and Diary of a Worm, a Spider & a
Fly,commissioned by Oregon Children's Theatre. Other theatres which have
produced her work include Seattle Children’s Theatre, Childsplay Theatre, Omaha
Theatre Co., Children's Theatre of Charlotte, Dallas Children’s Theatre, Orlando
Shakespeare Festival, North Shore Music Theatre, South Coast Repertory, First
Stage Milwaukee, Walnut Street Theatre, Stage One Louisville, Nashville Children's
Theatre, Emerald City Theatre, Stages Theatre, Orlando Rep, Manhattan Children's
Theatre, and California Theatre Center. According to TYA Magazine, she is “the
most produced playwright in children's theatre” and Miss Nelson Is Missing! is “the
most produced play.”

Meet the Author: Doreen Cronin
I grew up in Merrick, New York, with my parents,
two brothers and a sister. We lived in a red house
with a big backyard and a neighborhood full of
kids. My dad was a police officer and he was very,
very funny! I decided that I wanted to be a police
officer when I grew up, too. Or maybe even an FBI
agent! When I actually did grow up, I realized I
wasn’t actually brave enough to do those jobs!
It was my first-grade teacher, Mrs. Cooper, who first told me that I was a writer.
Mrs. Cooper gave me extra writing assignments to encourage me. It was extra
homework, but I loved it! I also loved the library – it was one of my favorite places
to spend time.
I graduated from Pennsylvania State University in 1988 and St. John’s Law School in
1998. After practicing law for a few years in downtown Manhattan, I left my job and
decided to write full time. I’ve been writing ever since! Thank you, Mrs. Cooper!

FAQ
Do you have any pets?
I have a dog named Buster. When he’s happy he tries to smile, and that always makes him
sneeze.

Do you have any children?
I have two daughters. Their names are Julia and Abby.

What are your hobbies?
I love to read. And then read some more.

What else do you like to do?
Read.

What do you look like?
I look like this second-grade school photo. But taller.

What other books have you written?

INSIDE THE BOOK

The book is set up as a diary entry. A Diary is a book
in which one keeps a daily record of events and
experiences.
The author also uses speech and thought bubbles to
create a dialogue between the characters.

Date
Speech bubble

Thought bubble

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES
NOTE TO TEACHER: Please feel free to adjust activities to meet the
needs of your classroom. You may also book a pre or post activity
with us.
PRE- SHOW ACTIVITIES
Diary of a Spider

Grade Level: K- 2nd
Learning Targets:
• Students will decide the author’s
purpose in writing the story.
• While practicing retelling the story,
students will compare and describe the different characteristics
of each character.
• Students will use a variety of materials to create a watercolor
resist spider web.
Supplies: watercolor paints, white crayons or pastel, cardstock or
watercolor paper.
Activity:
After reading Diary of a Spider, students will create a watercolor
resist web. Students will begin with a white crayon and will press
semi hard to create the white web on the piece of paper. Next, they
will use blue, black, and purple watercolors to wash over the web
and will watch the magic of the web appear. Time permitting,
students can draw Spider and write 4 character traits to collage onto
the web.
Standards:
LCS.9.10.1 Identify the author’s purpose – to explain, entertain, inform, or
convince.
MC.8.1.a. Read or listen closely to: describe character’s actions and feelings.
VA1-1.3 Use a variety of materials, techniques, and processes to create works
of visual art.

Diary of a Worm

Grade Level: 2nd- 4th
Learning Targets:
• Students will illustrate a community
and the different features of the
community.
• Students will discuss the perspective
the illustrator used to emphasize the
setting.
• Students will use a variety of lines,
patterns, and shapes to create an
underground world.
Activity: Underground Worlds
Students will brainstorm the lives of worms underground and
will create their own worlds. Students will start with a ‘horizon’ line
and will create pockets to fill with activities. Encourage students to
pick a type of community to illustrate: urban, suburban, rural. If
stumped, students can re-illustrate the
world from Diary of a Worm.
Standards:
SS:Communities 2-1.3 Recognize the features of
urban, suburban, and rural areas of the local region.
3rd and 4th ELA M.C.7.1 Explain how illustrations
contribute to create mood or emphasize aspects of
character or setting.

Diary of a Fly

Grade Level: K- 4th
Learning Targets:
• Students will identify at least one onomatopoeia word from the
book to collage into their super hero art work.
• Students will create a self- portrait and will add super hero
details to their illustration.
Activity: Super Hero Self Portraits
In the Diary of a Fly, the author uses ‘Onomatopoeia’ words to
emphasize the comic style. It
is Fly’s dream to be a super
hero. After reading the story,
pointing out different
onomatopoeia words, students
will create themselves at
super heroes. They will also
pick one onomatopoeia word
to create a speech bubble to
cut out and collage with their
super hero.

Standards:
LCS.9.1 Identify the literary devices of rhythm, repetitive language, and simile
and sound devices of rhyme, onomatopoeia, and alliteration; explain how the
author uses each.
VA.R NL.5.1 I can identify an object that is the subject or main idea an artwork.

POST-SHOW Activities:

Grade Level: K- 2nd
Learning Targets:
• Students will create and observational diary and will record
their observations of the natural world.
Activity: Observational Diary
Students will create an observational bug
notebook out of paper bags. Teachers
have the choice for the observations
students can make. The class can go on a
nature walk, teachers can bring in items
from the lowcountry for the students to
observe, sketch and make rubbings, or
students can make observations at home.
Standards:
K.S.1A.1 Ask and answer questions about the natural world using explorations,
observations, or structured investigations.

Grade Level: 3rd- 4th
Learning Targets:
• Students will write and illustrate a comic strip in the style of a
diary entry.
Activity: Create a Comic
Since all three books show a day by day progression, students are to
create a comic strip showing time order. For example, students can
illustrate their average day starting from wake up to going to sleep,
or they can illustrate a vacation, birthday, special memory, day at
school, etc.

Standards:
3.1 Gather ideas from texts, multimedia, and personal experience to write
narratives that: a. develop real or imagined experiences or events using
effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences; b. orient the
reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters;
c. organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally; d. use dialogue and
description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of
characters to situations;

Assessment:

If you get a chance, please have you students fill out this quick 5
question quiz. Once before the activities and attending the
performance as a pre-assessment and once following the
performance. Students are to enter their teacher’s name and will
remain anonymous. The teacher with the most responses will win
two tickets to one of the Gaillard’s performances! Thanks!
https://goo.gl/forms/9L4Kg3tK8MSQrolb2

OUR HISTORY
John Palmer Gaillard Jr.
J. Palmer Gaillard (pronounced GILL-YARD) Jr. was Mayor of the City of
Charleston from 1959 until 1975, when he was appointed U.S. Deputy Assistant
Secretary of the Navy for Reserve Affairs. Gaillard was renowned for his
integrity and fiscal responsibility.

Gaillard Municipal Auditorium
The Gaillard Municipal Auditorium and Exhibition Hall opened in July of 1968.
For over 40 years, it served as Charleston’s star venue for thousands of
memorable performances and civic events. When it first opened, the
contemporary Gaillard Auditorium was a symbol of ambition for Charleston’s
economic prosperity, cultural growth, status, and civic pride. With its 2,750-seat
music hall and its large multipurpose exhibition hall, the Gaillard became
Charleston’s largest performing arts venue. The Gaillard became home to the
Charleston Symphony Orchestra in the early 1980s, and with the founding of
Spoleto Festival USA in 1977, it helped propel Charleston onto the world stage.

The New Gaillard Center
Construction of the new Charleston Gaillard Center began in August of 2012 and
was finished in October of 2015. The new Gaillard Center features the 1,800seat Martha and John M. Rivers Performance Hall, a 15,000-square foot
Exhibition Hall, and three floors of City offices.
Financing the $142 million project was shared
equally between the City of Charleston and
private donors. The Gaillard Performance Hall
Foundation’s capital campaign was instrumental in
raising funds for the construction of the building.

Audience Etiquette
Watching a play is different from watching television or a sporting
event. When you watch T.V. you may leave the room or talk. At a
sporting event you might cheer and shout and discuss what you’re
seeing. Your role as a member of the audience in a play means you
must watch and listen carefully because• You need to concentrate on what the actors are saying.
• The actors are affected by your behavior because they share
the room with you. Talking and moving around can make it
difficult for them to concentrate on their roles.
• Extra noises and movement can distract other audience
members.
• There should be no eating, drinking or gum chewing during the
show.
• Make sure to turn off all electronic devices.
• There should be no audio or video recording during the
performance.
• Most importantly, ENJOY THE SHOW!

HAVE KIDS WHO’D LIKE TO TAKE
CLASSES? HOW ABOUT YOU?
Master Classes
MASTER CLASSES INTRODUCE LOCAL STUDENTS TO
ACCOMPLISHED EXPERTS IN THE PERFORMING ARTS
Students are given the opportunity to learn, observe and
interact with artists from around the world.

WORKSHOPS
In- School Workshops
with Sterling DeVries and Stephanie Creger,
Director and Coordinator of Education,
Charleston Gaillard Center
The Charleston Gaillard will offer in-school workshops prior
to each educational performance. The workshops correlate
directly to the live performances. Each workshop presents
the content covered in the performance and connects it to the
classroom curriculum through the arts. Students will be
immersed in an arts-enhanced lesson of theatre, music,
literature, design, dance or visual arts.

CAMPS
The Gaillard Center music and theater camps offer students in
the Lowcountry the opportunity to learn and thrive in the
performing arts. Through a blending of instructional and
performance opportunities, our camp programs help develop
skills that will last a lifetime. Camps that we offer:
•
•

Jazz
Dance

•

Theater

For more information, contact sdevries@gaillardcenter.com or
screger@gaillardcenter.com

