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The Comedy of Errors

Shakespeare’s classic comedy of mistaken identities and slapstick humor will be brought 
to life by The Acting Company in this lively Play On Shakespeare production following 
Antipholus and his servant, Dromio, as they travel in search of a long-lost family member. 
Along the way, the two find themselves ensnared in a madcap race against the clock, a 
love-at-first-double-take, run-ins with local law enforcement, and double  
trouble—times two.

ABOUT THE SHOW
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William Shakespeare was an English poet, playwright, and 
actor of the Renaissance era. He was an important member 
of the King’s Men theatrical company from roughly 1594 
onward. Known throughout the world, Shakespeare’s works—
at least 37 plays, 154 sonnets, and two narrative poems—
capture the range of human emotion and conflict and have 
been celebrated for more than 400 years. Details about his 
personal life are limited, though some believe he was born 
and died on the same day, April 23, 52 years apart.

Founded in 1972 by John Houseman and Margot Harley with the first graduating class 
of the Drama Division of The Juilliard School, The Acting Company has launched the 
careers of some 400 actors, including Kevin Kline, Patti LuPone, Mary Lou Rosato, Keith 
David, Rainn Wilson, Lorraine Toussaint, Frances Conroy, Harriet Harris, Lisa Banes, 
Jeffrey Wright, Hamish Linklater, Jesse L. Martin, Roslyn Ruff, Jimonn Cole, Kelley Curran, 
and many others, while bringing sophisticated theater to hundreds of communities 
from coast to coast. Among many accolades, The Acting Company won the 2003 Tony 
Award for Excellence in the Theater, and recently won the 2019 Audelco Award for 
Best Play for its production of Nambi E. Kelley’s Native Son, directed by Seret Scott. The 
Acting Company has been seen by more than four million people in 48 States, 10 foreign 
countries, on and Off-Broadway, and at leading resident theaters including the Guthrie, 
the Kennedy Center, and New York City Center.

ABOUT THE ORIGINAL PLAYWRIGHT

ABOUT THE ACTING COMPANY
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Play On Shakespeare is a non-profit company promoting 
and creating contemporary modern translations 
of Shakespeare’s plays. Since its inception in 2015, 
Play On Shakespeare has commissioned dozens of 
contemporary playwrights and translators to translate 

39 Shakespeare plays into modern English, with a majority of the commissions being 
helmed by BIPOC and womxn playwrights. Far from a paraphrasing exercise, each 
playwright was tasked with matching Shakespeare’s linguistic rigor as they approached 
the text, preserving rhyme, rhythm, metaphor, meter, imagery, symbolism, rhetoric, 
and the structure that make Shakespeare’s plays engaging and accessible to today’s 
audience. Play On Shakespeare partners with artists and organizations across the globe 
to deliver and advocate for these translations through theatrical productions, podcasts, 
and publications.

Christina Anderson is a 2022 Tony Award Nominee for Outstanding 
Book of the Broadway musical Paradise Square. She is a playwright, 
TV writer, screenwriter, educator, and creative. Her work has been 
produced by theaters such as the Goodman Theatre, Berkeley Rep, 
Oregon Shakespeare Festival, Kansas City Rep, Geva Theatre, and 
Yale Rep. Awards and honors include: 2022 Horton Foote Prize, 
2022 Arthur Miller Legacy Award, 2021 Prince Prize, 2020 United 
States Artists Fellow, MacDowell Fellowship, Lily Awards, Harper 
Lee Prize, Herb Alpert Award nomination, Barrymore nomination, 
and New Dramatists residency. She was a staff writer on Edie 
Falco's CBS TV drama Tommy. She taught playwriting at the David 

Geffen School of Drama, Wesleyan University, Rutgers University, and SUNY Purchase 
College, and served as the interim head of playwriting at Brown University. An avid 
photographer for nearly 10 years, the Magnum award review described Christina's work 
as "compelling" and "poignant." Since 2019, she has produced hip hop instrumentals 
under the moniker Purely Magenta.

ABOUT THE TRANSLATION

ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT/TRANSLATOR
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During the time of Queen Elizabeth, 
people were devoid of any religious 
conflicts and were living fairly peaceful 
lives, but they craved fun! The Royal 
family, the courtiers, and even 
the common men, known as “the 
groundlings,” needed places where 
they could enjoy watching plays, and 
to oblige, playhouses were built in and 
around London to present the work of 
dramatists like William Shakespeare. 
“Most plays of Shakespeare were 
performed in the Globe Theater, built 
in 1599, where there were inner and 
outer platforms. It was open to all. 
Working class peasants paid a week's 

salary to buy a seat in the theater. The ‘groundlings’ paid less to stand in front of the stage for the show. 
The theater was really small with the audience very much a part of the play. These productions were 
repeated over many months’ time and the audiences got to know the actors' lines as well as the stage 
actors saying them… Many of Shakespeare's plays were also performed at small fairs or playhouses 
around England. Usually only one original script was submitted by Shakespeare to the production staff, 
who penned in entrances and exits and other directions and used it to give the actors their lines.” The 
actors of Shakespeare’s company, known first as Lord Chamberlain’s Men and later as The King’s Men, 
memorized the lines and performed the play onstage, though unfortunately, the lines were not always 
as Shakespeare had written them. “In 1613, The Globe burned to the ground when the roof caught fire 
during a performance of Shakespeare's Henry VIII. A new, second Globe was quickly built on the same 
site, opening in 1614.” There was no heating in the Globe Theatre, and to combat this issue, plays were 
performed mostly during the summer months and transferred to the indoor playhouses during  
the winter.
Fun fact: The Globe Theatre was also used for gambling!1

CONNECT: SHAKESPEAREAN THEATRE

1. “Shakespearean Theatre,” Avinashigasc.in, accessed June 12, 2024, https://www.avinashigasc.in/learning-materials/files/65-Shakespeare-V%20Unit%20-%20The-
atre%20of%20Shakespeare.pdf.

https://www.avinashigasc.in/learning-materials/files/65-Shakespeare-V%20Unit%20-%20Theatre%20of%20Shakespeare.pdf
https://www.avinashigasc.in/learning-materials/files/65-Shakespeare-V%20Unit%20-%20Theatre%20of%20Shakespeare.pdf
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EXPLORE: MORE RESOURCES 
WATCH
What is a Groundling?
Globe Theatre: Performance During Shakespeare’s Time

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UT820GYuFFo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=95ec5xtt6Hs
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CONNECT: MODERN SHAKESPEARE ADAPTATIONS
The works of William Shakespeare have made him a staple in modern society as well as during 
Renaissance England. “Having written more than thirty plays and one hundred sonnets, and coining over 
four hundred words still used today, Shakespeare’s influence on contemporary literature is undeniably 
prolific.”2 In fact, it is his lengthy reign as The Bard that has led to many adaptations of his work in the 
modern world. These adaptations include:

According to the Guiness Book of World Records, there are more than 400 adaptations of Shakespeare’s 
work, with more than 50 based on Romeo and Juliet!3 Shakespeare’s work has even inspired several spin-
offs on some of his “what-if” storylines and minor characters.

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead is an absurdist, comedic play written by 
Tom Stoppard. The play expands upon the exploits of two minor characters from 
Shakespeare's Hamlet, the courtiers Rosencrantz and Guildenstern. “The action 
of Stoppard's play takes place mainly ‘in the wings’ of Shakespeare's Hamlet, 
with brief appearances of major characters from Hamlet who enact fragments of 
the original's scenes. Between these episodes, the two protagonists voice their 
confusion at the progress of events occurring onstage without them in Hamlet, of 
which they have no direct knowledge.”4

Disney’s The Lion King
(Adapted from Hamlet)

She’s The Man
(Adapted from Twelfth Night)

West Side Story
(Adapted from Romeo and Juliet)

2. Andrea Oh, “10 Shakespeare Retellings Adapted for the Modern Era,” Electric Literature, posted April 29, 2019, https://electricliterature.com/10-shakespeare-
retellings-adapted-for-the-modern-era/.
3. Louis Bayard, Robin Stein, & Taige Jensen, “There Is No Escaping Shakespeare,” The New York Times, April 23, 2016, https://www.nytimes.com/video/
theater/100000004351406/there-is-no-escaping-shakespeare.html.
4. “Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead,” Wikipedia, updated May 22, 2024, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosencrantz_and_Guildenstern_Are_Dead.

https://electricliterature.com/10-shakespeare-retellings-adapted-for-the-modern-era/
https://electricliterature.com/10-shakespeare-retellings-adapted-for-the-modern-era/
https://www.nytimes.com/video/theater/100000004351406/there-is-no-escaping-shakespeare.html
https://www.nytimes.com/video/theater/100000004351406/there-is-no-escaping-shakespeare.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosencrantz_and_Guildenstern_Are_Dead
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Rosaline is a film directed by Karen Maine and based on “the 2012 
young adult novel When You Were Mine by Rebecca Serle, which 
in turn was inspired by William Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet.”5 
Rosaline is a “comedic retelling of Shakespeare's ‘Romeo and Juliet,’ 
told from the point of view of Romeo's jilted ex, Rosaline, the woman 
Romeo first claims to love before he falls for Juliet.”6

WATCH
There is No Escaping Shakespeare

Star Cross’d: Romeo and Juliet Retold

Compare and Contrast: Opening Scenes from Five 
Adaptations (Macbeth)

Top 10 Movies You Didn’t Know Were  
Inspired by Shakespeare

To explore more songs that have been inspired by or contain quotes from Shakespeare, 
click here.

LISTEN
“Ophelia” by the Lumineers

“Check Yes, Juliet” by We The Kings

“The King Must Die” by Elton John

CONNECT: MODERN SHAKESPEARE ADAPTATIONS

EXPLORE: MORE RESOURCES

 5. “Rosaline (film),” Wikipedia, updated June 1, 2024, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosaline_(film).
 6. “Rosaline,” IMDb, accessed June 12, 2024, https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1777606/.

READ

That Way Madness Lies: 15 of Shakespeare’s Most Notable Works Reimagined
By Dahlia Adler
In That Way Madness Lies, 15 acclaimed writers put their modern spin on William Shakespeare’s celebrated 
classics! West Side Story. 10 Things I Hate About You. Kiss Me, Kate. Contemporary audiences have always 
craved reimaginings of Shakespeare’s most beloved works. Now, some of today’s best writers for teens 
take on the Bard in these 15 whip-smart and original retellings!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lv4fWhObaTM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gqqkn7gRNkE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UWyegNZOqQE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UWyegNZOqQE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g4vZpxrbf2k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g4vZpxrbf2k
https://hvshakespeare.org/shakespeare-inspired-songs/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTOC_q0NLTk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CUyWJ7UINM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GV3Aps_REg8
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosaline_(film)
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1777606/
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Saving Hamlet
By Molly Booth
A charming young adult contemporary novel with a little Shakespeare-infused time-travel adventure...and plenty of 
drama! Emma Allen couldn't be more excited to start her sophomore year. Not only is she the assistant stage manager 
for the drama club's production of Hamlet, but her crush Brandon is directing, and she's rocking a new haircut that's 
sure to get his attention. But soon after school starts, everything goes haywire: Emma's promoted to stage manager with 
zero experience, her best friend Lulu stops talking to her, and Josh—the adorable soccer boy who's cast as the lead—
turns out to be a disaster. One night after rehearsal, Emma distractedly falls through the stage's trap door...landing in 
the basement of the Globe Theater. It's London, 1601, and with her awesome new pixie cut, everyone thinks Emma's a 
boy—even Will Shakespeare himself. With no clue how to get home, Emma gamely plays her role as backstage assistant 
to the original production of Hamlet, learning a thing or two about the theater, and meeting an incredibly hot actor 
named Alex who finds Emma as intriguing as she finds him. But once Emma starts traveling back and forth through time, 
things get really confusing. Which boy is the one for her? In which reality does she belong? Will Lulu ever forgive her? 
And can she possibly save two disastrous productions of Hamlet before time runs out?

Roman + Jewel
By Dana L. Davis
If Romeo and Juliet got the Hamilton treatment…who would play the leads? This vividly funny, honest, and charming 
romantic novel by Dana L. Davis is the story of a girl who thinks she has what it takes…and the world thinks so, too. 
Jerzie Jhames will do anything to land the lead role in Broadway’s hottest new show, Roman and Jewel, a Romeo and 
Juliet-inspired hip-hopera featuring a diverse cast and modern twists on the play. But her hopes are crushed when she 
learns mega-star Cinny won the lead…and Jerzie is her understudy. Falling for male lead Zeppelin Reid is a terrible idea―
especially once Jerzie learns Cinny wants him for herself. Star-crossed love always ends badly. But when a video of Jerzie 
and Zepp practicing goes viral and the entire world weighs in on who should play Jewel, Jerzie learns that while the price 
of fame is high, friendship, family, and love are priceless.

The Last True Poets of the Sea
By Julia Drake
The Larkin family isn't just lucky—they persevere. At least that's what Violet and her younger brother, Sam, were always 
told. When the Lyric sank off the coast of Maine, their great-great-great-grandmother didn't drown like the rest of the 
passengers. No, Fidelia swam to shore, fell in love, and founded Lyric, Maine, the town Violet and Sam returned to every 
summer. But wrecks seem to run in the family: tall, funny, musical Violet can't stop partying with the wrong people. 
And, one beautiful summer day, brilliant, sensitive Sam attempts to take his own life. Shipped back to Lyric while Sam is 
in treatment, Violet is haunted by her family's missing piece—the lost shipwreck she and Sam dreamed of discovering 
when they were children. Desperate to make amends, Violet embarks on a wildly ambitious mission: locate the Lyric, 
lain hidden in a watery grave for over a century. She finds a fellow wreck hunter in Liv Stone, an amateur local historian 
whose sparkling intelligence and guarded gray eyes make Violet ache in an exhilarating new way. Whether or not they 
find the Lyric, the journey Violet takes—and the bridges she builds along the way—may be the start of something  
like survival.

EXPLORE: MORE RESOURCES

To explore more books that have been adapted from or inspired by Shakespeare,  
click here.

https://www.richlandlibrary.com/lists/borrowed-bard
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EXPLORE: CLASSROOM WORKSHOPS

Renaissance Pop Art
Grades 4-8 
In this workshop, students will learn about the history of artwork from the 
European Renaissance and the American “Pop Art” movement of the mid to 
late 1950s, then work creatively to combine these different styles of art into 
a reimagined piece.
Click Here for the Lesson Plan

Bard or Bust: Shakespearean Game Show
Grades 4 & Up 
In this workshop, students will learn about Shakepeare’s 
contributions to the English language and work collaboratively 
in small groups to compete for mastery of The  
Bard’s vernacular.
Click Here for the Lesson Plan

Post-Modern Shakespeare
Grades 6 & Up 
In this workshop, students will modernize and reimagine the text 
of Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors, as well as find connections 
and applicability between the Elizabethan time period and their own 
modern cultures.
Click Here for the Lesson Plan

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gf__CFF77PlbInxZQ8I4Wg8GszNyYAdi/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105876225303079460093&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aSpstzH4fJGz_p9dRFAN1MzzJ4i6lRcT/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105876225303079460093&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15qwtgPfVb_XLB02HfxMis8AxMzrB8Rgj/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105876225303079460093&rtpof=true&sd=true
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EXPLORE: MODERN ADAPTATIONS OF  
CLASSICAL LITERATURE
While we see the inspiration and overarching themes of classic literature across many modern pages 
today, “modern adaptations of classic literature are a tried-and-true way to captivate an audience.” These 
adaptations modernize classical dialogue and re-frame antiquated storylines within modern contexts in 
a way that exposes new audiences to classical literature in a revitalization that can be seen on screen, in 
new novels, and on TV!7 

7. Maralee Nieves, “20 Movies and TV Shows You May Have Not Known Are Adaptations of Classical  Literature,” Movieweb, updated August 16, 2023,  
https://movieweb.com/movies-and-shows-based-on-classic-literature-you-may-not-know/.

Clueless
(Adapted from Emma  

by Jane Austen)

My Fair Lady 
(Adapted from Pygmalion by  

George Bernard Shaw)

O Brother, Where Art Thou? 
(Adapted from The Odyssey by Homer)

Bridget Jones’s Diary 
(Adapted from Pride and Prejudice  

by Jane Austen)

The Dark Knight Rises
(Adapted from A Tale of Two Cities by Jane 

Charles Dickens)

Pirates of the Caribbean:  
On Stranger Tides 

(Adapted from On Stranger Tides by Tim Powers)

https://movieweb.com/movies-and-shows-based-on-classic-literature-you-may-not-know/
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WATCH
Spongebob Squarepants, The Odyssey, and Adaptation
Book vs. Movie: Pride and Prejudice in Film & TV (1940, 1980, 1995, 2005)

READ

E X PLOR E: MOR E R ESOURCES

Finding Her Edge
By Jennifer Iacopelli
(Adapted from Persuasion by Jane Austen)
Adriana Russo is figure skating royalty. With gold medalist parents, and her older sister 
headed to the Olympics, all she wants is to live up to the family name and stand atop the ice 
dance podium at the Junior World Championships. But fame doesn’t always mean fortune, 
and their legendary skating rink is struggling under the weight of her dad’s lavish lifestyle. The 
only thing keeping it afloat is a deal to host the rest of the Junior Worlds team before they 
leave for France. That means training on the same ice as her first crush, Freddie, the partner 
she left when her growth spurt outpaced his. For the past two years, he’s barely acknowledged 
her existence, and she can’t even blame him for it. When the family’s finances take another 
unexpected hit, losing the rink seems inevitable until her partner, Brayden, suggests they 

let the world believe what many have suspected: that their intense chemistry isn’t contained to the ice. Fans and 
sponsors alike take the bait, but keeping up the charade is harder than she ever imagined. And training alongside 
Freddie makes it worse, especially when pretending with Brayden starts to feel very real. As the biggest competition 
of her life draws closer and her family’s legacy hangs in the balance, Adriana is caught between her past and 
present, between the golden future she’s worked so hard for, and the one she gave up long ago.

Travelers Along the Way: A Robin Hood Remix
By Aminah Mae Safi
(Adapted from The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood by Howard Pyle)
Jerusalem, 1192. The Third Crusade rages on. Rahma al-Hud loyally followed her elder 
sister Zeena into the war over the Holy Land, but now that the Faranji invaders have gotten 
reinforcements from Richard the Lionheart, all she wants to do is get herself and her sister 
home alive. But Zeena, a soldier of honor at heart, refuses to give up the fight while Jerusalem 
remains in danger of falling back into the hands of the false Queen Isabella. And so, Rahma 
has no choice but to take on one final mission with her sister. On their journey to Jerusalem, 
Rahma and Zeena come across a motley collection of fellow travelers - including a kind-hearted 
Mongolian warrior, an eccentric Andalusian scientist, a frustratingly handsome spy with a 
connection to Rahma's childhood, and an unfortunate English chaplain abandoned behind 

enemy lines. The teens all find solace, purpose and camaraderie - as well as a healthy bit of mischief - in each other's 
company. But their travels soon bring them into the orbit of Queen Isabella herself, whose plans to re-seize power 
in Jerusalem would only guarantee further war and strife in the Holy Land for years to come. And so it falls to the 
merry band of misfits to use every scrap of cunning and wit (and not a small amount of thievery) to foil the usurper 
queen and perhaps finally restore peace to the land.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pafsl9B8N4k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EoXOHyYEguk
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E X PLOR E: MOR E R ESOURCES
One for All
By Lillie Lainoff
(Adapted from The Three Musketeers by Alexandre Dumas)
Tania de Batz is most herself with a sword in her hand. Everyone thinks her near-
constant dizziness makes her weak, nothing but “a sick girl.” But Tania wants to be strong, 
independent, a fencer like her father - a former Musketeer and her greatest champion. 
Then Papa is brutally, mysteriously murdered. His dying wish? For Tania to attend finishing 
school. But L’Académie des Mariées, Tania realizes, is no finishing school. It’s a secret 
training ground for new Musketeers: Women who are socialites on the surface, but strap 
daggers under their skirts, seduce men into giving up dangerous secrets, and protect 
France from downfall. And they don’t shy away from a sword fight. With her newfound 
sisters at her side, Tania feels that she has a purpose, that she belongs. But then she 
meets Étienne, her target in uncovering a potential assassination plot. He’s kind, charming 
- and might have information about what really happened to her father. Torn between 
duty and dizzying emotion, Tania will have to decide where her loyalties lie...or risk losing 
everything she’s ever wanted. Lillie Lainoff's debut novel is a fierce, whirlwind adventure 
about the depth of found family, the strength that goes beyond the body, and the 
determination it takes to fight for what you love.

Epically Earnest 
By Molly Horan
(Adapted from The importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde)
Jane Worthing’s claim to fame is that she was one of the first viral internet sensations, 
dubbed #bagbaby—discovered as a one-year-old in an oversized Gucci bag by her 
adopted father in a Poughkeepsie train station. Now in her senior year of high school, 
Janey is questioning whether she wants to look for her bio family due to a loving, but 
deeply misguided push from her best friend Algie, while also navigating an all-consuming 
crush on his cousin, the beautiful, way-out-of-her-league Gwen Fairfax. And while Janey's 
never thought of herself as the earnest type, she needs to be honest with her parents, 
Algie, Gwen, but mostly herself if she wants to make her life truly epic. With a wink toward 
Oscar Wilde's beloved play, Epically Earnest explores the complexity of identity, the many 
forms family can take, and the importance of being . . . yourself.

To explore more books that have been adapted from or inspired by classical literature, 
click here.

https://www.buzzfeed.com/dahliaadler/young-adult-novels-that-reimagine-classic-lit-and-mythology
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SOUTH CAROLINA STANDARDS
MC.7.1 Compare and contrast textual, dramatic, visual, or oral presentations to identify similarities and 

differences.

MWH.1.CE - Examine the causes and effects of the events surrounding the Renaissance on the rise of 
Europe.

VA.CRIM.1.1 - I can explore solutions to an assigned artistic challenge.

VA.CRNM.1.2 - I can combine several elements of art to construct 2D or 3D artwork.

VA.CRIM.2.1 - I can use a variety of art media, techniques, and processes in my artwork.

VA.CRNL.2 - I can share and use art materials and tools in a safe and responsible manner.

VA.PNL.3 - I can share and talk about my artwork.

VA.CNL.6 - I can recognize differences in artworks from some cultures and time periods.

T.CNL.8.1 - I can identify non-arts concepts in a theatrical work.

T.CNM.8.1 - I can demonstrate a relationship between theatre and another subject.

ELA.A0R.7 - Determine or clarify the meaning of known, unknown, and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases.

ELA.AOR.7 - Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases

T.CRAH.1 - I can reimagine and revise a scripted theatrical work focusing on style, genre, form, and 
theatre conventions

T.CRIH.1.3 - I can collaborate with actors to bring my short scene or monologue to life

T.PIL.3.1 - I can portray a character within the context of a story using my body (i.e. pantomime) and voice 
(i.e. projection, tone, diction, rate, pitch)

T.PNL.3.3 - I can participate collaboratively in guided drama experiences

T.RIL.5.1 - I can identify what I like or dislike in a live or recorded performance

T.RNH.7.1 - I can alter a story based on a specific time period
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is also supported, in part, by a grant from a private foundation.

Gaillard Center Partners

Community Partners
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