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“About the Show,” The New Victory Theater,

accessed December 16, 2025, https://www.newvictory.
org/tickets-and-events/2526-live-performance-chicka-
chicka-boom-boom-the-musical/.

“Home,” Seattle Children’s Theatre, accessed
December 16, 2025, https://www.sct.org/.

ABOUT THE SHOW

Join us for an unforgettable adventure with Chicka Chicka Boom Boom: The
Musical, where the beloved children’s book springs to life on stage! Adapted by
Nina Meehan and Austin Zumbro, this delightful production features vibrant
songs, energetic dancing, and whimsical puppets, ensuring a joyous experience
for kids and adults alike.

Follow the playfully adored story as the alphabet letters ambitiously climb the
coconut tree, only to tumble down in a cascade of color and laughter. With
plenty of audience interaction and lively performances, this show is not just
entertainment—it's a fantastic way for children to explore sound, rhythm, and
reading in a fun, engaging spectacle. Don't miss the excitement and joy of Chicka
Chicka Boom Boom: The Musical!

EXPLORE MORE HERE

WATCH THE TRAILER

ABOUT THE COMPANY
“At Seattle Children’s Theatre (SCT), we are proud to be one of the most
prominent theatres for young audiences in the United States and the world.

Our mission is to provide children of all ages access to professional theatre, with
a focus on new works, and theatre education. For many children, we are the first,
and sometimes sole, exposure they have to live theatre.

Seattle Children’s Theatre (SCT) was technically founded in 1975, but our humble
beginning actually dates back to 1971, when Seattle’s theatre scene for young
people was virtually nonexistent. So, with the support of local teachers and
graduate students, The Woodland Park Zoo (known at the time as “Woodland
Park Children's Zoo") joined forces with the City of Seattle's fundraising arm,
PONCHO (Patrons of Northwest Civic, Cultural and Charitable Organizations), to
build the Poncho Theatre, located at the Zoo. A grassroots effort, this theatre was
truly a labor of love; a bare bones operation largely staffed by volunteers and
sharing a space with various other organizations, as well as the occasional wild
animals. Despite the lean resources, the productions that were mounted in our
early years were very well-received.”

READ MORE HERE

WATCH SOME OF SEATTLE'S CHILDREN'S THEATRE WORK

1. “History and Past Productions,” Seattle Children’s Theatre, accessed December 16, 2025, https://www.sct.org/about-us/history-past-productions/.



https://www.chickachickamusical.com/
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https://www.newvictory.org/tickets-and-events/2526-live-performance-chicka-chicka-boom-boom-the-musical/
https://www.newvictory.org/tickets-and-events/2526-live-performance-chicka-chicka-boom-boom-the-musical/
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CLASSROOM WORKSHOPS

Chicka Chicka Alphabet Trees

Grades K-2

In this workshop, students will listen to the story Chicka Chicka Boom Boom, and
then will create their own coconut tree. Students will mix up and write the letters
of the alphabet and their name in crayon to create an alphabet background.
CLICK HERE FOR WORKSHOP

The Plant Dance—Parts of a Plant

Grades CD-2

In this workshop, students will wiggle, stretch, and sway their way through the
world of plants. Through lively storytelling and playful movement, they'll dig deep
like roots, stand tall like stems, sway like leaves, and bloom like flowers. After
discovering the magic of roots, stems, leaves, flowers, fruits, and seeds, students
will turn into dancing plants—using their bodies to bring each part to life in a fun
and creative dance adventure.

CLICK HERE FOR WORKSHOP

Alphabet Beats

Grades 1-2

In this lesson, students explore how rhythm and rhyme can transform the
alphabet into a musical storytelling experience inspired by Chicka Chicka Boom
Boom: The Musical. Working in small groups, they create original rhyming verses
for assigned letters and perform them using beats, movement, and creative
expression. Together, students collaborate by building a brand-new version

of the story while strengthening their understanding of letters and musical
composition.

CLICK HERE FOR WORKSHOP

Photo courtesy of Lorie Ehlke, Instagram, accessed

December 16, 2025, https://www.instagram.com/p/
CxWAGaksiTs/.



http://gaillardcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/Chicka-Chicka-Alphabet-Trees.pdf
http://gaillardcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/The-Plant-Dance-Parts-of-a-Plant-.pdf
http://gaillardcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/Alphabet-Beats.pdf
https://www.instagram.com/p/CxW4GaksiTs/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CxW4GaksiTs/

CONNECT: AUTHOR STUDIES

Bill Martin Jr

Bill Martin Jr has written more than 300 children’s books since 1945, His rhythmic,
singsong texts have struck a chord with parents and small children across the country.
“| don't write books, | talk them,” Martin explains. “I write to a melody.” Martin's most
recognized book remains his 1967 classic, Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? Its
familiar words sound more like song lyrics than book text. In addition to a successful
career as a children’s author, Martin has worked as a schoolteacher, principal, and
textbook editor - all in spite of the fact that he didn't learn to read until college!

READ MORE ABOUT MARTIN

CHICKA CHICKA READ ALONG

CHICKA CHICKA COMPILATION

John Archambault

John Archambault is an American children’s author, poet, storyteller, and musician,
renowned for his contributions to early childhood literacy. He is perhaps best known
for co-authoring, with Bill Martin Jr., the beloved picture book Chicka Chicka Boom Boom
(1989), a rhythmic and colorful alphabet story that has become a staple in classrooms
and homes alike.

Throughout his career, Archambault has written more than 20 children’s books and
created six musical CD compilations. His works often feature rhythmic language,
engaging storytelling, and themes that resonate with young readers. Beyond Chicka
Chicka Boom Boom, his notable collaborations with Bill Martin Jr. include Knots on a
Counting Rope, Barn Dance!l, The Ghost-Eye Tree, and Boom Chicka Rock. These books have
earned various honors, including the Boston Globe/Horn Book Honor Book designation
for Chicka Chicka Boom Boom in 1990.

READ MORE BY BILL MARTIN JR AND JOHN ARCHAMBAULT LISTEN AND WATCH
Knots on a Counting Rope

Ten Little Caterpillars
e,
%

Here Are My Hands

nnnnnnnnnn Jr and John Archambault

IN CLASS ACTIVITIES
BOOM CHICKA BOOM DANCE
BREAK
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https://www.readingrockets.org/people-and-organizations/bill-martin-jr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=quohQa3lz40
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ru6D_fplt4Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FgwmxMEiJ2U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=69f9sCwhwYk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=69f9sCwhwYk

CONNECT: PARTS AND LIFE CYCLE OF A PLANT

In the story, Chicka Chicka Boom Boom, the entire lowercase alphabet races up a coconut tree until their combined
weight causes them to tumble down below. Below, you will find more information about plants like the coconut tree
and the pollinators that help them grow!

Parts of a Plant
Plants are living things that grow in the ground. They have different parts that help them live, grow, and make food.
Here are the main parts:

Roots - Roots grow underground and anchor the plants in the soil. They absorb water and nutrients from the soil.
Stem - The stem holds up the plant and transports nutrients and water between the roots and the leaves.
Leaves - Leaves take in sunlight and air to make food for the plant. This is called photosynthesis.

Flowers - Flowers are the colorful part of the plant that attract pollinators. They make seeds so new plants can
grow.

Fruit - Some plants grow fruit that holds the seeds. Fruits are the fleshy substances that usually surround seeds.
They protect the seeds and attract animals to eat them.

Seeds - Seeds can grow into new plants.

Flower

Leaf
Fruit

Stem

Root
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CONNECT: LIFE CYCLE OF A COCONUT TREL

A coconut tree has a special life cycle. It starts as a seed and grows
into a tall, tropical tree. Here are the main stages:

1.

Seed (coconut): A coconut is actually a seed! It falls from the
tree and lands on the ground (or floats in the water to a new
place).

Germination: If the coconut lands in good soil with water and
sunlight, a small green sprout and roots begin to poke out of
the coconut. A baby tree is starting to grow!

Seedling: The sprout grows into a little coconut plant with small
leaves. This is called a seedling.

Young tree: The plant grows and starts to look like a real tree
with a thin trunk and big leaves. Its long, green leaves (called
fronds) get longer, and the trunk of the tree starts to grow taller
and wider.

Mature tree: It takes a long time—about five to seven years,
for the tree to be mature enough to make its own fruit. It then
becomes an adult and starts to grow flowers and coconuts.

Flowering and fruiting: The tree makes flowers. Some flowers
turn into coconuts. These coconuts can fall and grow into

new trees. It takes about nine months for a small coconut to
become a full, round, heavy coconut.

The cycle starts again: When the coconuts are completely
ripe, they drop to the ground, and the cycle begins all over
again to grow a new tree. A strong, healthy tree can make over
a hundred coconuts every year!

/Y\

Seedling

=~ Coconub Tree
\  Liee Cucle

Seed
™ d\ affans

Coconut Fruit

SARAHLYNGAY.COM

Sarah Lyn Gay, “Coconut Tree Life Cycle,” accessed December 16,
2025, https://sarahlyngay.com/life-cycle-of-a-coconut-tree/.
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CONNECT: POLLINATION

Pollination

Pollination is the way many plants make seeds so new plants
can grow. Flowers need help moving a special powder called
pollen from one part of the flower to another. The pollen has
to move from the stamen (the part that makes pollen) to the
pistil (the part that makes seeds).

Many plants can't move their pollen on their own, so they get
help from pollinators meaning—animals like bees, butterflies,
hummingbirds, and even bats. When a pollinator visits a
flower to drink sweet nectar, pollen sticks to its body. Then,
when the pollinator flies to the next flower, the pollen rubs off
and lands on that flower’s pistil.2

When the pollen reaches the pistil, the flower can begin
making a seed or fruit. This seed can grow into a brand-new
plant. Without pollination, many of the foods we eat—like
apples, strawberries, pumpkins, and tomatoes—would never
grow. Thank you, pollinators!

WATCH: POLLINATION

WHY POLLINATION IS IMPORTANT

POLLINATION @®BYYs

“What is pollination?”, BYJU'S, accessed December 16, 2025, https://byjus.com/
biology/what-is-pollination/.

Pollination is the process in which plants make the fruits, vegetables, and seeds that people and animals need

to survive. Without pollination, we would not have many of the foods we eat. Pollination also helps keep forests,
gardens, and natural habitats healthy because new plants can grow and provide food and shelter for wildlife. In
addition, pollination provides us with clean air, prevents erosion, and helps to purify water. In this way, pollinators

and plants work together to bring beauty and life to our world.?

2. "What is Pollination?”, Forest Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, accessed December 16, 2025, https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/wildflowers/pollinators/what-is-pollination.
3. “Why is Pollination Important?”, Forest Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, accessed December 16, 2025, https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/wildflowers/pollinators/importance.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o4QuaC3qm88
https://byjus.com/biology/what-is-pollination/
https://byjus.com/biology/what-is-pollination/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/wildflowers/pollinators/what-is-pollination
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/wildflowers/pollinators/importance

CONNECT: POLLINATORS

POLLINATORS
Many different animals are pollinators, and each one helps different kinds of plants. Here is a list of pollinators that

help give us the food we enjoy:

Bees

Bees are the most famous pollinators. When they fly from flower to flower
collecting nectar, pollen sticks to their fuzzy bodies. Bees pollinate apple
trees, blueberry bushes, strawberries, pumpkins, cucumbers, sunflowers,
many wildflowers, and even coconut trees! Butterflies like bright, colorful
flowers and use their long tongues to sip nectar. Butterflies pollinate
milkweed, gray dogwood, wild bergamot, lavender, daisies, zinnias, and
many garden flowers.

Butterflies

Butterflies like bright, colorful flowers and use their long tongues to sip
nectar. Butterflies pollinate milkweed, gray dogwood, wild bergamot,
lavender, daisies, zinnias, and many garden flowers.*

Hummingbirds

Hummingbirds flap their wings very fast and hover as they sip nectar from
long, tube-shaped flowers. Hummingbirds pollinate bee balm, cardinal
flowers, trumpet vine, columbine, honeysuckle, and red or orange tubular
flowers.®

Bats

Some bats pollinate flowers that open at night. They are especially important
in warm, tropical places. Bats pollinate banana plants, agave (used to make
syrup), mango trees, guava, and some cactus flowers.®

Beetles and Flies

Even insects we don't usually think about help plants grow! Beetles help
pollinate magnolias and water lilies. Flies can pollinate chocolate plants
(cacao) and some small wildflowers.

Pollination is like teamwork between plants and animals—plants feed the
animals, and the animals help plants create more plants!

Chicka Chicka
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4. Butterfly Gardens,” Penn State College of Agricultural Sciences, accessed December 16, 2025, https://pollinators.psu.edu/landscaping-for-pollinators/what-to-plant/plants-for-butterflies.
5. “Hummingbirds,” Smithsonian’s National Zoo & Conservation Biology Institute, accessed December 16, 2025, https://nationalzoo.si.edu/migratory-birds/hummingbirds.

6. “Bat Pollination,” Forest Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, accessed December 16, 2025, https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/wildflowers/pollinators/who-are-the-pollinators/bats.



https://pollinators.psu.edu/landscaping-for-pollinators/what-to-plant/plants-for-butterflies
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/migratory-birds/hummingbirds
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/wildflowers/pollinators/who-are-the-pollinators/bats

CONNECT: HOW CAN WE SUPPORT POLLINATORS?

HOW CAN WE SUPPORT POLLINATORS?’

To support pollinators, you can plant a wide variety of flowers so different species have food throughout the
seasons. It's also important to avoid using strong pesticides, since these chemicals can harm helpful insects as
well as pests. Providing small, shallow water sources—such as a dish with wet sand—gives butterflies and other
pollinators a safe place to drink and stay hydrated.

READ FICTION VS NONFICTION
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7. “Butterflies & Moths,” Backyard Farmer, University of Nebraska-Lincoln Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources, accessed December 16, 2025, https://byf.unl.edu/butterflies-moths/.



https://pocketofpreschool.com/plant-books-for-little-learners/
https://www.google.com/search?q=tree+vs+flower+parts+of+a+plant&oq=tree+vs+flower+parts+of+a+plant&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigATIHCAYQIRirAjIHCAcQIRifBTIHCAgQIRiPAtIBCTk1NTlqMGoxNagCCLACAfEFzCKcCNIU_kbxBcwinAjSFP5G&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:7ef33214,vid:A-xScqCN0GA,st:0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9bFU_wJgvBI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2cyTzcZw4qo
https://mrswillskindergarten.com/tops-and-bottoms-lesson-plans/?epik=dj0yJnU9T1J3MzMtN3FrYVZ3cERVd1R4cnNsWC0zNHpVODh6dUQmcD0wJm49S0xrSTNEVm1fU0V1T0F2a1JpSWRwQSZ0PUFBQUFBR2d2Uk9J
https://littlepinelearners.com/25-nature-inspired-summer-activities-for-kids/
https://byf.unl.edu/butterflies-moths/

FEXPLORE: ALPHABETS AROUND THE WORLD

ALPHABETS AROUND THE WORLD
Did you know that not everyone uses the same alphabet? While many kids learn the ABCs, children in other
countries might learn very different letters! Let's explore some amazing alphabets from around the world.

* English Alphabet (Latin Alphabet)
This is the alphabet you are probably learning now. It has 26 letters, from A to Z, and is used in many countries
like the USA, the United Kingdom, and Australia.

* Cyrillic Alphabet
Used in places like Russia, Bulgaria, Serbia, and Ukraine, this alphabet has different-looking letters, like XX and 1.
Some letters look like ours, but sound different.®

* Japanese Alphabets
Japan has three writing systems:®

0 Hiragana: a phonetic set of characters unique to Japanese
o Katakana: used for words from other languages.
0 Kaniji: pictures and symbols adapted from Chinese

* Chinese Characters
China uses thousands of characters instead of an alphabet. Each character resembles a small picture or symbol
that stands for a word or idea.

* Greek Alphabet
This is one of the oldest alphabets. It has letters like a (alpha) and B (beta). It is still used in Greece and in

science and math.

* Devanagari Alphabet
This is used in India for languages like Hindi and Sanskrit. It looks very different from the ABCs and has intricate

curvy characters.™
SEE MORE ALPHABETS AROUND THE WORLD

Chicka Chicka
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9. Richard Webb, “Hiragana vs Katakana vs Kanji vs Romaiji - Japanese character types explained,” 80/20 Japanese, November 7, 2021, https://8020japanese.com/japanese-characters-explained/.
10. “Devanagari Script: Everything You Need to Know,” Milestone Localization, January 20, 2025, https://www.milestoneloc.com/devanagari-script/.

10



https://wizzyschool.com/language/alphabets of the world.php
https://8020japanese.com/japanese-characters-explained/
https://www.milestoneloc.com/devanagari-script/

Chicka Chicka
Boom Boom

1

FEXPLORE: HISTORY OF THE ALPHABIET

Long, long ago—before books, phones, or even paper—people needed a way to remember and share things. As a
result, they began drawing pictures. These pictures slowly turned into symbols, and those symbols became letters.

Let's go on a time-travel adventure to see how the alphabet came to life:

Ancient Egypt (5,000+ years ago) A —
The Egyptians used hieroglyphs, or detailed illustrations, to write things down. A N |5 J B P il ‘ E
i (N I I @ |
vulture might mean one sound, and a cobra could mean another.” There were X B MM i g N -\_\
hundreds of symbols. Wow! - F G H 1 J
wy DS LM e

H K L f\ N N ?o
Phoenicians (around 3,000 years ago)'? H 2 = H a
Along came the Phoenicians (pronounced: Fuh-NEE-shuns), great sailors fromthe & P L8 o F - L i
Middle East. They created a much simpler writing system and decided to use 33" E;w Nl “ i
only 22 symbols to represent sounds instead of using them for whole words. — . I |

. X . “Hi lyphics,” Cl Ancient E i

This was the first true alphabet—every letter stood for a sound and finally Mﬁizorfy¥2c;fssedeggséﬁb:rcﬁes'?tzo%ys‘,]ﬂitnps:// ‘
people could sound out words! Fiaroglyphe Hiarog hics Symbols iangge

Egyptian_Ancient_Meanings_Interpretations_Alphabet
Pictograms_Idiograms.html

Greek Alphabet
The Greeks liked the Phoenicians' idea and made some changes. They added vowels (like A, E, I, O, U), which helped

people read and speak more clearly.™

A fun fact: The word “alphabet” comes from the first two Greek letters: alpha and beta.™

Roman/Latin Alphabet
The Romans in ancient Italy took the Greek alphabet and made it their own. They dropped some letters, changed a
few, and created what we now call the Latin alphabet.

This is the alphabet we use today in English and many other languages.

SPREAD AROUND THE WORLD

As people traveled, traded, and explored, alphabets spread across countries and changed even more:
+  English uses 26 letters

« Spanish and French use extra letters with marks (like i or é)

« Other places developed their own alphabets too—like Cyrillic in Russia or Devanagari in India.

Why Are There So Many Alphabets

11. “Egyptian Hieroglyphs,” Australian Museum document, https://media.australian.museum/media/dd/Uploads/Documents/7770/Egyptian%20Heiroglyphs.340c0ac.pdf.
12. Joe Bauman, “The history of the alphabet, from a to z,” Duolingo blog, October 22, 2024, https://blog.duolingo.com/history-of-the-alphabet/.

13. “Greek Alphabet,” Wikipedia, updated October 24, 2025, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_alphabet.

14. Bauman


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7Z-1YUj41k
https://media.australian.museum/media/dd/Uploads/Documents/7770/Egyptian%20Heiroglyphs.340c0ac.pdf
https://blog.duolingo.com/history-of-the-alphabet/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_alphabet
https://cleopatrancienthegyptianmummy.com/Egypt_Ancient/Hieroglyphs_Hieroglyphics_Symbols_Language_Egyptian_Ancient_Meanings_Interpretations_Alphabet_Pictograms_Idiograms.html
https://cleopatrancienthegyptianmummy.com/Egypt_Ancient/Hieroglyphs_Hieroglyphics_Symbols_Language_Egyptian_Ancient_Meanings_Interpretations_Alphabet_Pictograms_Idiograms.html
https://cleopatrancienthegyptianmummy.com/Egypt_Ancient/Hieroglyphs_Hieroglyphics_Symbols_Language_Egyptian_Ancient_Meanings_Interpretations_Alphabet_Pictograms_Idiograms.html
https://cleopatrancienthegyptianmummy.com/Egypt_Ancient/Hieroglyphs_Hieroglyphics_Symbols_Language_Egyptian_Ancient_Meanings_Interpretations_Alphabet_Pictograms_Idiograms.html
https://cleopatrancienthegyptianmummy.com/Egypt_Ancient/Hieroglyphs_Hieroglyphics_Symbols_Language_Egyptian_Ancient_Meanings_Interpretations_Alphabet_Pictograms_Idiograms.html
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EXPLORE: LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION

All around the world, people use different alphabets to record language. Language gives us the letters, words, and
symbols to name things, tell stories, describe the world, and learn new information. Even though these writing and
language systems look different, they each help people express themselves clearly.

Language and communication are important because they help us share our thoughts, feelings, and ideas with
others.

Communication also includes listening, gestures, drawings, and facial expressions. These forms of communication
help us understand each other even when we do not speak the same language. Although alphabets and characters

have changed and grown throughout history, language and communication have allowed us to solve problems, ask
questions, and connect with people near and far.

~ )

NG

(

Robert Hicks, “How we used open communication during a private equity deal at Reward Gateway,” Reward Gateway blog, accessed December

16, 2025, https://www.rewardgateway.com/blog/open-communication-during-a-private-equity-deal-at-reward-gateway.



https://www.rewardgateway.com/blog/open-communication-during-a-private-equity-deal-at-reward-gateway
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