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Cat Kid Comic Club:  
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ABOUT THE SHOW
ABOUT THE SHOW
“Cat Kid and Molly Pollywog have started an epic club to teach 21 
rambunctious baby frogs how to make their own comics! Their fishy 
father Flippy is overjoyed that his kids will learn to unleash their creativity, 
but when the frogs’ constant bickering and outrageous imaginations 
send their comics comically off the rails, Flippy flips out! Will the club 
survive? Will the frogs ever get along? And will creativity finally save the 
day? All will be answered in this madcap musical based on Dav Pilkey’s 
irreverently hilarious book series. 

This hilarious musical adaptation of Dav Pilkey’s Dog Man spin-off series, 
Cat Kid Comic Club, is written by Kevin Del Aguila and Brad Alexander -  
the team that brought you DOG MAN: THE MUSICAL!” Direction and Choregraphy by Marlo Hunter. READ MORE

WATCH 
CAT KID TRAILER 
CAT KID READ ALOUD
Book and Lyrics by Kevin Del Aguila
Music by Brad Alexander
Direction and Choreography by Marlo Hunter
Adapted from the CAT KID COMIC CLUB series of books by Dav Pilkey
Directed and Choreographed by Marlo Hunter
Set Design by Cameron Anderson
Costume Design by Jen Caprio
Lighting Design by David Lander
Co-Sound Design by Scott Stauffer, Jesse Desrosiers
Puppet Design/Fabrication by AchesonWalsh Studios
Orchestrations by Brad Alexander

ABOUT THE COMPANY
TheaterWorks USA is America’s foremost professional theater for young and family 
audiences. Founded in 1961, the organization has reached more than 100 million 
children, teachers, and families with high-quality, entertaining, and educational 
live performances. With a mission to create exceptional, transformative theatrical 
experiences that are accessible to all, TheaterWorks USA produces a diverse range of 
shows that tour nationally and play to audiences in schools, theaters, and community 
venues across the country.

Renowned for launching the early careers of many celebrated artists, TheaterWorks USA 
maintains a strong commitment to nurturing new talent and promoting inclusivity in the 
arts. From beloved adaptations of children’s literature to original musicals and thought-
provoking dramas, TheaterWorks USA inspires a lifelong appreciation for the performing 
arts and storytelling in every generation it touches.

READ MORE ABOUT THEATERWORKS USA

1. “Cat Kid Comic Club: The Musical,” TheatreWorks USA, accessed September 11, 2025, https://twusa.org/catkid/ 

Photo by Jeremy Daniel L-R, Markia Nicole Smith, Brian Owen, L.R. Davidson, Dan Rosales, Sonia 
Roman, Jamie LaVerdiere

https://twusa.org/catkid/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=waj2IHfVgoo&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yX5e_rMW6bo&list=PLr7VGL_9NuoADCxZT4Xa-ysDedpVC0WMH
https://twusa.org/about/about-us/
https://twusa.org/catkid/
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ABOUT THE RIVIERA THEATER     
Origins on a Historic Site
The Riviera stands on the historic site of the Academy of Music, Charleston’s 
premier 19th-century performance venue. Designed by architect John Henry 
Devereux, the Academy opened in 1869 and was renowned for its stellar 
acoustics and elaborate gas-lit “starlit sky” ceiling. Before that, the location 
housed Kerrison’s Department Store, destroyed by fire in 1838, and rebuilt 
thereafter.

Birth of the Riviera
In 1936, the Pastime Amusement Company—led by Albert Sottile—planned 
to replace the aging Academy with a visionary new theater. Architect Charles 
C. Benton of Benton & Benton in North Carolina designed the new structure, 
featuring an Egyptian-inspired Art Deco aesthetic. It is believed that the  grand 
opening occurred on either January 15 or 28th, 1939. At opening, the theater 
offered approximately 789 orchestra seats, 125 balcony seats, and 279 gallery seats.

Mid-Century Modifications
In the 1950s, a large panoramic movie screen was installed—eliminating the stage and displacing the theater’s 
Kimball pipe organ, which was donated to a church. Such upgrades modernized the theater but altered its original 
layout.

Decline and Adaptive Reuse
The Riviera screened films until 1977, marking the end of its life as a movie theater and leaving Charleston’s 
peninsula without a movie theater for the first time since 1907. In 1979, it was repurposed as a church by 
Community Baptist Fellowship.

During the 1980s, plans to convert the building into shops, restaurants, or offices surfaced—but were blocked by 
preservationists and the city’s architectural review board. Local citizens, including a group called the Friends of the 
Riviera, rallied to save the structure, gathering thousands of signatures.

In 1996–97, following approval and a $4 million renovation, the theater was restored. Most of its original interior 
details such as murals, polychrome plasterwork, and the comedy-tragedy masks, were preserved or restored. It was 
transformed into a conference center and retail space, becoming part of Charleston Place Hotel.

Return to Performance Venue
After decades out of commission for entertainment, the Riviera was acquired by Beemok Hospitality Collection in 
2021 and reopened in March 2022 for live music, comedy, and other performances—45 years after its last public 
use. Since reopening, it’s hosted acts such as Jewel, The Wallflowers, Colbie Caillat, Christopher Cross, and  
The Revivalists.

Photo taken August 1983, provided to David Rodgers, The Riviera Theater, Moultrie 
News (put this in italics), November 7, 2022, https://www.postandcourier.com/
moultrie-news/opinion/across-the-bridge-riviera-theater/article_e9cde05a-5a0f-11ed-
8b41-3f01264aaa58.html.

https://www.postandcourier.com/moultrie-news/opinion/across-the-bridge-riviera-theater/article_e9cde
https://www.postandcourier.com/moultrie-news/opinion/across-the-bridge-riviera-theater/article_e9cde
https://www.postandcourier.com/moultrie-news/opinion/across-the-bridge-riviera-theater/article_e9cde
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CLASSROOM WORKSHOPS

Readers Theater
Grades 2nd and Up
In this workshop, students will jump into the creative world of Readers 
Theater—exploring how to use their voices and expressions to bring stories to 
life without memorizing lines. 
CLICK HERE FOR THE WORKSHOP

Create a Comic
Grades 3rd-5th
In this workshop, students will dive into the world of storytelling and comics—
just like the characters in Cat Kid Comic Club! Students will create their own 
characters, write short stories, and turn them into fun, original comic strips. 
CLICK HERE FOR THE WORKSHOP

Origami Finger Puppets
Grades 3rd-5th
In this unique workshop, students will explore the Japanese art of origami. 
Students will learn folding techniques and create their own unique paper.
CLICK HERE FOR WORKSHOP

http://gaillardcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/CAT-KID-COMICS_-READERS-THEATRE-edited.pdf
http://gaillardcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/CAT-KID-COMICS_CREATE-YOUR-OWN-COMIC-edited.pdf
http://gaillardcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/CAT-KID_-ORIGAMI-FINGER-PUPPETS-edited.pdf
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CONNECT: AUTHOR STUDY ON DAV PILKEY
“When Dav Pilkey was a kid, he was diagnosed with ADHD and dyslexia. He was so 
disruptive in class that his teachers made him sit out in the hallway every day. Luckily, Dav 
loved to draw and make up stories, so he spent his time in the hallway creating his own 
original comic books—the very first adventures of Dog Man and Captain Underpants.

Since then, Dav has written and illustrated a number of bestselling and award-winning 
children’s books, including the Caldecott Honor book The Paperboy. His Captain Underpants 
series and Dog Man graphic novels have sold millions of copies worldwide and have been 
translated into many languages.

Dav lives in the Pacific Northwest with his wife, but his writing is inspired by children and adults around the world. 
His stories explore universally positive themes that celebrate the triumph of the good-hearted.” 

WATCH
KIDS INTERVIEW DAV PILKEY
DAV PILKEY DRAWS DOG MAN
DAV PILKEY EVERYONE BELONGS

PICTURE BOOKS BY DAV PILKEY

2. “The World of Dav Pilkey,” Scholastic.com, accessed September 11, 2025, https://www.scholastic.com/newsroom/online-press-kits/world-of-dav-pilkey.html. 

https://youtu.be/zVu0a9uSy0Y
https://youtu.be/qARWhAT4u_E?feature=shared
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3sqppIDeQPk
https://www.scholastic.com/newsroom/online-press-kits/world-of-dav-pilkey.html
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CONNECT: GRAPHIC NOVELS
Graphic novels are book-length works of fiction or nonfiction that use sequential art—a series of illustrations 
arranged in panels—to tell a story, much like a comic book. However, unlike traditional comic books, graphic novels 
typically present a complete narrative with more complex plots and deeper character development.

Key Features of Graphic Novels:
•	 Sequential art: The story is told through a combination of images and text, usually within panels.
•	 Speech balloons and captions: Dialogue and narration are often presented in balloons and boxes.
•	 Genres: Graphic novels can be mystery, sci-fi, biography, memoir, history, fantasy, and more.
•	 Length and format: Usually longer and more substantial than comic books, often bound like traditional books.
•	 Standalone or series: Some are standalone stories, while others are part of a series.

ART STYLES IN GRAPHIC NOVELS
Graphic novels use a wide variety of art styles, chosen to support the tone, genre, and emotional depth of the story. 
One common approach is the realistic style, which features detailed characters, accurate anatomy, and lifelike 
environments—often used in serious or dramatic works to enhance immersion. The cartoon style, with its simplified 
shapes and exaggerated expressions, is popular in humor, memoirs, and stories aimed at younger audiences, 
helping to emphasize emotion and clarity. Manga-inspired styles, originating from Japanese comics, are also widely 
used in graphic novels worldwide, and are known for their dynamic panel layouts, expressive faces, and emphasis 
on movement and emotion.

EXAMPLES OF WELL-KNOWN GRAPHIC NOVELS

CREATING COMICS ACTIVITY
CREATE COMICS WITH DAV
COMIC SPEECH BUBBLE TUTORIAL

TEDx ON COMICS
WHY COMICS SHOULD BE IN THE CLASSROOM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=33ykKjwMoAA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UVRBKja5fEk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oz4JqAJbxj0
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EXPLORE: LEARNING STYLES
Did you know that Dav Pilkey—the author of Cat Kid Comic Club, Dog Man, and Captain 
Underpants—learned in a way that was different from other kids? In school, Dav had 
trouble sitting still and focusing, and he was even sent to the hallway a lot. But that’s 
where he started drawing comics—turning his energy and imagination into something 
amazing! Like Dav, we all learn in different ways. Some of us are visual learners who 
love pictures and colors. Others are auditory learners who remember things by hearing. 
Reading/writing learners prefer books and writing things down, while kinesthetic learners 
learn best by moving and doing. Today, we’ll explore how we each learn best—just like 
Dav discovered what worked for him.

Common Learning Styles
•	 Visual learners  

Learn best by seeing information. They understand ideas through images, charts, diagrams, colors, and visual 
organizers.

•	 Auditory learners  
Learn best by hearing. They prefer listening to explanations, music, discussions, or reading out loud.

•	 Reading/Writing learners  
Learn best through words. They enjoy reading books, writing notes, making lists, and using written materials to 
study.

•	 Kinesthetic learners 
Learn best by doing. They prefer hands-on activities, movement, building, and physical experiences to 
understand concepts.

NEURODIVERSITY
Dav Pilkey has ADHD and dyslexia, which means his brain works differently than 
the brains of most people—and that’s part of what makes his stories so creative 
and fun! He says those differences didn’t stop him—they helped him think in 
big, bold, outside-the-box ways. Neurodiversity means there are many types of 
brains and ways of thinking. Some people have dyslexia, making reading harder 
but often boosting creativity. Others have autism, which can affect how they 
communicate but also brings deep focus and unique talents. People with ADHD might have trouble sitting still, but 
they’re often full of energy and new ideas—just like Dav!

WATCH
For kids: What is Neurodiversity 
What is Dyslexia?

RESOURCES
Neuroeducation-Based Strategies
How Schools Can Support Neurodivergent Students

BOOKS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HOoASAnYvKc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gtFKNPrJhJ4
https://dreamzilla.org/blogs/news/neuroeducation-based-strategies-for-neurodivergent-students?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20304776626&gbraid=0AAAAAo-cur4WnFUM8MoXHjmnDcv1tkAU3&gclid=Cj0KCQjwtMHEBhC-ARIsABua5iRR5dEoQM4pFG4R_Vr70sFpbCwiU2CxS6ZeKGdJNxm_9E_NC9oPy1oaAiK3EALw_wcB
https://childmind.org/article/how-schools-can-support-neurodiverse-students/
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EDUCATIONAL PARTNERS
The Gaillard Center would like to thank the following educational partners in their ongoing support of our Education and 
Community program. This program is also supported, in part, by a grant from a private foundation.

Charleston Gaillard Center Partners

Institutional Support

Corporate Supporters

Small Business Members

Community Partners
Annex Dance Company
Anson Street African Burial Ground Project
Anson Street African Burial Memorial
Blue Bicycle Books
Buxton Books
Charleston County Public Library
Charleston Jazz
Charleston Symphony

College of Charleston
Cuisine Rescue
Dance Conservatory of Charleston
Engaging Creative Minds
Free Verse Festival
HEART
International African American Museum
KultureCity

Lowcountry Jazz Festival/Closing the Gap in Health Care
MOJA Arts Festival
Southeastern Wildlife Exposition
Spoleto Festival USA
We Are Family

Peter Glenville
Foundation

the
Kennedy-Herterich


