Virginia Repertory Theatre
ABOUT

Virginia Repertory Theatre is a nonprofit, professional theatre company and the result of the
2012 merger of Barksdale Theatre and Theatre IV. With a budget of $5 million, four distinct
venues, an educational touring arm, and an annual audience over 530,000, Virginia Rep is the
largest professional theatre and one of the largest performing arts organizations in Central
Virginia. We are dedicated to the development and production of new plays, and we seek
outside producing collaboration to ensure the play has a life beyond its development and
production at Virginia Rep.
For 65 years Virginia Rep has served Virginia’s adults, children, families and schools and
contributed to the cultural, educational, and economic life of our city and region.
Our Signature Season operates under an annual contract with Actors Equity Association.
Virginia Rep is a member of TCG and National New Play Network NNPN.

Mission

Virginia Repertory Theatre creates professional productions of the great comedies, dramas, and
musicals – past, present and future. We seek to be a regional theatre of national standing.
We embrace the art form in its entirety, presenting plays of all genres and national origins,
serving an audience of all ages and backgrounds, with an emphasis on audience access. In
keeping with the legacies of Barksdale and Theatre IV, the hallmark of our nonprofit company is
community engagement. To that end, we seek national caliber excellence in the arts, education,
children’s health, and community leadership.

Buffalo Soldier
Book, music, and lyrics by Bruce Miller
Created in association with the Virginia Historical Society
Background: Based on the true story of our nation’s longest-surviving Buffalo
Soldier and veteran of the Spanish-American War, this dramatic play with music
tells the heroic story of the brave soldiers of the 9th and 10th Cavalries, who
served our country well with little of the recognition they deserved. Trooper
Jones Morgan served in Cuba and was one of the many Buffalo Soldiers at the
Battle of San Juan Hill. He was born in 1883 and passed away in Richmond,
Virginia in 1993. His story not only encompasses the experiences of the Buffalo
Soldiers in battle, but also tells of his battle to make his story (and that of the
black soldier in Jim Crow America) known today.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES
NOTE TO TEACHER: Please feel free to adjust activities to meet the needs of your classroom.
You may also book a pre or post activity with us.
Freedom Quilts for Buffalo Soldier
Grade Level: 2nd- 7th
Learning Targets:
•
•
•

Students will collaborate to make a class Freedom
Quilt.
Students will create a quilt piece using different
fractions.
Students will learn about the conflict between the
African Americans against the Western Indians.

Supplies: construction paper, scrapbook paper, scissors,
glue sticks.
Activity:
After reading Buffalo Soldiers, the teacher will give a brief history of that has been happening
with African Americans in the years prior. In conjunction with Black History month, students will
learn about the history of the Freedom Quilts. For more information on Freedom Quilts and
their meanings, go to this website for an activity and details
https://www.sarahsmithelementary.com/faculty/sublettk/cms_files/event_attach/1310/Under
ground%20Railroad%20Quilt.pdf. After this brief history lessons, students will be reminded
about fractions. As a whole class, students will divide their square in half and then fourths.
Students will notice that the parts will become smaller as the number of parts increase. They
will design their quilt piece paying attention to balance and symmetry. When finished, students
can write the color fractions on the back.
Standards:
2.G.3 Partition squares, rectangles and circles into two or four equal parts, and describe the
parts using the words halves, fourths, a half of, and a fourth of. Understand that when
partitioning a square, rectangle or circle into two or four equal parts, the parts become smaller
as the number of parts increases.
3.G.2 Partition two-dimensional shapes into 2, 3, 4, 6, or 8 parts with equal areas and express
the area of each part using the same unit fraction. Recognize that equal parts of identical
wholes need not have the same shape

5-2.3 Identify examples of conflict and cooperation between occupational and ethnic groups in
the West, including miners, farmers, ranchers, cowboys, Mexican and African Americans, and
European and Asian immigrants.

Additional Readings:

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES
NOTE TO TEACHER: Please feel free to adjust activities to meet the needs of your classroom.
You may also book a pre or post activity with us.
Freedom Quilts for Buffalo Soldier
Grade Level: 8th-12th
Learning Targets:
•
•
•

Students will collaborate to make a class Freedom
Quilt.
Students will create a quilt piece using block prints.
Students will learn about the major events that lead
up to the Civil War.

Supplies: Styrofoam plates, bic pens, black ink, watercolor
paper the size of large index cards
Activity:
After reading Buffalo Soldiers, the teacher will give a brief history of that has been happening
with African Americans in the years prior. In conjunction with Black History month, students will
learn about the history of the Freedom Quilts. For more information on Freedom Quilts and
their meanings, go to this website for an activity and details
https://www.sarahsmithelementary.com/faculty/sublettk/cms_files/event_attach/1310/Under
ground%20Railroad%20Quilt.pdf. After this brief history lessons, students will create their own
piece of the Freedom Quilt. On a scrap piece of paper, students will design a quilt piece that
resembles their own personal story (symbols, icons, patterns, etc). When satisfied with their
rough draft, students will trace over their rough draft onto the foam. This will become the
stamp to ink and print on the watercolor paper.
Standards:
8-4: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the multiple events that led to the Civil War.
VA.CR AL.1.2. I can justify my artistic choices in the composition of my artwork.
VA.R AL.5.1 I can examine the symbols, subject, and media in artwork to infer the meaning.

OUR HISTORY
John Palmer Gaillard Jr.
J. Palmer Gaillard (pronounced GILL-YARD) Jr. was Mayor of the City of
Charleston from 1959 until 1975, when he was appointed U.S. Deputy Assistant
Secretary of the Navy for Reserve Affairs. Gaillard was renowned for his
integrity and fiscal responsibility.

Gaillard Municipal Auditorium
The Gaillard Municipal Auditorium and Exhibition Hall opened in July of 1968.
For over 40 years, it served as Charleston’s star venue for thousands of
memorable performances and civic events. When it first opened, the
contemporary Gaillard Auditorium was a symbol of ambition for Charleston’s
economic prosperity, cultural growth, status, and civic pride. With its 2,750-seat
music hall and its large multipurpose exhibition hall, the Gaillard became
Charleston’s largest performing arts venue. The Gaillard became home to the
Charleston Symphony Orchestra in the early 1980s, and with the founding of
Spoleto Festival USA in 1977, it helped propel Charleston onto the world stage.

The New Gaillard Center
Construction of the new Charleston Gaillard Center began in August of 2012 and
was finished in October of 2015. The new Gaillard Center features the 1,800seat Martha and John M. Rivers Performance Hall, a 15,000-square foot
Exhibition Hall, and three floors of City offices.
Financing the $142 million project was shared
equally between the City of Charleston and
private donors. The Gaillard Performance Hall
Foundation’s capital campaign was instrumental in
raising funds for the construction of the building.

Audience Etiquette
Watching a play is different from watching television or a sporting
event. When you watch T.V. you may leave the room or talk. At a
sporting event you might cheer and shout and discuss what you’re
seeing. Your role as a member of the audience in a play means you
must watch and listen carefully because• You need to concentrate on what the actors are saying.
• The actors are affected by your behavior because they share
the room with you. Talking and moving around can make it
difficult for them to concentrate on their roles.
• Extra noises and movement can distract other audience
members.
• There should be no eating, drinking or gum chewing during the
show.
• Make sure to turn off all electronic devices.
• There should be no audio or video recording during the
performance.
• Most importantly, ENJOY THE SHOW!

HAVE KIDS WHO’D LIKE TO TAKE
CLASSES? HOW ABOUT YOU?
Master Classes
MASTER CLASSES INTRODUCE LOCAL STUDENTS TO
ACCOMPLISHED EXPERTS IN THE PERFORMING ARTS
Students are given the opportunity to learn, observe and
interact with artists from around the world.

WORKSHOPS
In- School Workshops
with Sterling DeVries and Stephanie Creger,
Director and Coordinator of Education,
Charleston Gaillard Center
The Charleston Gaillard will offer in-school workshops prior
to each educational performance. The workshops correlate
directly to the live performances. Each workshop presents
the content covered in the performance and connects it to the
classroom curriculum through the arts. Students will be
immersed in an arts-enhanced lesson of theatre, music,
literature, design, dance or visual arts.

CAMPS
The Gaillard Center music and theater camps offer students in
the Lowcountry the opportunity to learn and thrive in the
performing arts. Through a blending of instructional and
performance opportunities, our camp programs help develop
skills that will last a lifetime. Camps that we offer:
•
•

Jazz
Dance

•

Theater

For more information, contact sdevries@gaillardcenter.com or
screger@gaillardcenter.com

