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CHARLESTON GAILLARD CENTER’S EDUCATION & COMMUNITY PROGRAM 
ANSON STREET AFRICAN BURIAL MEMORIAL

Dear Educators,

As educators ourselves, we know addressing the history of the enslaved and 
racial inequality can be challenging, but it is truly necessary to shape our future 
and keep us from repeating history. Please see the quote below pulled from 
“CarolinaK-12.org”. We encourage you to read the full article in preparation for 
teaching the lessons. 

“Certain parts of history (i.e. Civil War, Reconstruction, lynching, Jim Crow, etc.) raise 
very difficult and complicated questions about human nature and behavior. Despite 
the sensitive nature of these subjects, do not sanitize or simplify the past or present for 
your students. This is not as simple as good versus bad or white versus Black; rather, it 
is much more complex. Help students understand that the history of the United States 
is long and complicated, and that grappling with it is one way to move our nation 
forward. As John Oliver smartly said, ‘History, when taught well, shows us how to 
improve the world, but when taught poorly tells us that there is nothing to improve.’”

Thank you to each and every one of you for inspiring our future leaders and 
changemakers. We truly appreciate you and all you do for our students. 
 
Sincerely,  
Sterling deVries, VP of Education & Community Outreach, Gaillard Center

For the full article and more information on addressing difficult conversations in the classroom:
https://k12database.unc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2019/06/TipsControversialIssues.pdf
OR
https://www.splcenter.org/20180131/teaching-hard-history

“Tips for Tackling Sensitive History and Controversial Current Events in the Classroom,” Carolina K-12, University of North Carolina, accessed December 13, 2024, 
https://k12database.unc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2019/06/TipsControversialIssues.pdfhttps://k12database.unc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2019/06/
TipsControversialIssues.pdf

http://CarolinaK-12.org
https://k12database.unc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2019/06/TipsControversialIssues.pdf
https://www.splcenter.org/20180131/teaching-hard-history
https://k12database.unc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2019/06/TipsControversialIssues.pdf
https://k12database.unc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2019/06/TipsControversialIssues.pdf
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INTRODUCTION
South Carolina’s slavery experience was different from Missouri’s or Virginia’s. Almost 
46 percent of its white families owned slaves which was the greatest proportion of 
slaveholders in any state of the nation. The depth of the state’s leaders’ commitment to 
slavery was eloquently and convincingly articulated by the South Carolina secessionist 
politician John S. Preston when in 1860 he proclaimed, “Slavery is our King — Slavery 
is our Truth — Slavery is our Divine right.” The city [Charleston] had a complex, 
dynamic economy, which used enslaved people in a range of jobs and exposed them 
to a diverse population. It was also comprised of a network of institutions and nodes 
of communication and transportation. Each of the foregoing potentially represented 
a crack in the system of oppression and connected the urban slave to a larger world. 
Enslaved people in Charleston proved resourceful and used every opportunity to 
enlarge these cracks to create greater living space, to affirm their humanity and 
ultimately challenge the values of slaveholding society.1

The above contains excerpts from an essay written by Dr. Bernard E. 
Powers Jr. of the College of Charleston’s Center for the Study of Slavery 
in Charleston, Exploring Urban Slavery in Charleston, South Carolina. For 
information and to read Powers’ full essay, please click here.

1. Bernard E. Powers Jr., “Exploring Urban Slavery in Charleston, South Carolina,” College of Charleston, Center for the Study of Slavery in Charleston, accessed 
December 23, 2024, https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hxaGsoK5PKKuvqH26jNOJZzVlGkm_btX/edit.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hxaGsoK5PKKuvqH26jNOJZzVlGkm_btX/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hxaGsoK5PKKuvqH26jNOJZzVlGkm_btX/edit
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ANSON STREET AFRICAN BURIAL 
MEMORIALThe Anson Street African 
Burial Memorial (AABM) is the site of the 
reinterment of 36 enslaved Africans and 
African Americans whose unmarked burial 
ground was uncovered in 2013 on George 
and Anson Street in Charleston. It will serve 
as a memorial for not only those Ancestors, 
but also as a memorial to the thousands of 
enslaved Africans and African Americans 
buried in unmarked graves throughout 
Charleston. The Memorial will recognize their 
contributions in building and supporting the 
economy of the City of Charleston. For more 
information, please click here.

ABOUT STEPHEN HAYES SCULPTOR OF THE FOUNTAIN
The AABM, led by Brenda Lauderback and Nigel Redden, 
commissioned North Carolina sculptor Stephen Hayes to develop a 
plan for the Memorial. Hayes’s work centers around finding beauty 
and understanding between himself, as a black male artist, and the 
nature of the object. His work fuses the past and the present and 
is generally based on sociocultural and economic themes. Hayes’s 
work highlights American history as it relates to race, identity, and 
stereotypes in the areas of capitalism, commodification of beings, 

and the subsequent effects of cultural repression. Hayes is creating a fountain whose basin will be earth-
formed and collected from sites where Africans and African Americans were buried prior to 1865. The 
Anson Street African Burial Ground Project collected soil from 36 African descendant burial grounds in 
Charleston. “The collected soil will be used in the fabrication of the basin to symbolize the many enslaved 
and free Africans who lived, toiled and were buried in the earth upon which our city is built,” says 
Hayes. Each of the individuals will be memorialized by a pair of hands extending from the basin. Each 
pair of hands has been cast from living individuals whose age, gender, and ethnicity match those of the 
deceased. Behind each pair of hands will be an individual jet of water.22  Educator Guiding Questions: 
Hypothesize for a moment. What do you think the process is like to “cast” someone’s hands? When 
you have finished hypothesizing, click here to watch a video of Stephen Hayes casting the hands 
of Charlestonians for his memorial. Compare and contrast your hypothesis with Hayes’s process.

2. “Home,” Anson African Burial Memorial, accessed July 29, 2024, https://aabmemorial.org/. 

PART I  -  BACKGROUND: ANSON STREET AFRICAN BURIAL 

https://aabmemorial.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=niK0VDKyoKI
https://aabmemorial.org/
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PART I  -  BACKGROUND: ANSON STREET AFRICAN BURIAL 

CARLTON SIMMONS
Ironwork Designer of the Memorial
Carlton Simmons (1959–2024), a nephew of the master blacksmith, Philip 
Simmons (1912-2009), enjoys the free style design in iron with an eye on 
nature. He went into the blacksmith shop at the age of 13 also – the same 
as his uncle and cousin, Joseph Pringle. Educated in the public schools of 
Charleston, he remembers his shop classes best. While apprenticing with 
Mr. Simmons, he learned his craft well; however, when left on his own, 
you will see his artistic ability demonstrated in mini scenes in iron. There 
are blooming flowers through a patch of grass that almost appears real. 
During the years of working as a team with his uncle and cousin, Carlton 
participated in the fabrication of many of the gates that the Simmons 
Blacksmith Shop is known for that beautifies the city of Charleston. His 
hearts, fish, and plant hangers are becoming a “must have” by those who 

visit the shop when in Charleston. In 2016, Carlton created the entrance gate to a 1843 chimney that 
supplied bricks to many of the plantations around the state. The chimney is located on the grounds of 
the Brickyard Plantation in Mt. Pleasant, SC. He is currently working on the entrance gates to a newly 
constructed apartment complex on Daniel Island that is located next to the Philip Simmons Park. The 
complex is also called “Simmons Park.” (Note: Philip Simmons was born on Daniel Island. The municipal 
park is named for him.) Modern ironwork by Carlton Simmons is included in a permanent display along 
with his mentor and uncle, Philip Simmons, at The National Museum of African American History and 
Culture at the Smithsonian Institution. Carlton Simmons designed the ironwork for the Memorial before 
his passing in 2024. 

Educator Guiding Questions: In what ways do you think Carlton Simmons’ uncle influenced his 
work as an ironworker? Do you believe Carlton would have chosen this artistic path without his 
uncle’s guidance?
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THE THIRTY-SIX ANCESTORS
During renovations of the Gaillard Center in 2013, 
an unmarked burial ground of urban enslaved 
Africans was uncovered. An archaeological dig 
followed and DNA research was conducted by 
Anson Street African Burial Ground Project, 
identifying 36 individuals. Archaeological and 
bioarchaeological research found that the 36 
people were buried in the second half of the 18th 
Century (around the time of the Revolutionary War) 
and are of African descent. They included children, 
women, and men who were likely enslaved 
persons. The DNA research showed that some 
of the individuals were captured in Africa and brought to Charleston during their lifetimes, while most 
of these Ancestors were born here. They were buried over time with care in roughly four rows, some in 
wooden coffins, some wearing clothes with buttons, and some wrapped in a shroud. A child was buried 
with a glass bead, possibly in her hair, while another had coins placed over his eyes.

Educator Guiding Questions: Reflect on what you have read. Why do you think that it 
took so long for these Ancestors to be discovered? Why is it important now to study these 
Ancestors further?

THE ASABGP TEAM
In 2012, Dr. Ade Ofunniyin (1952-2020), a cultural 
anthropologist trained in African Area Studies, had 
a vision for an organization that would advocate for, 
preserve, and protect Gullah Geechee burial grounds, 
history, and culture. Between 2016-2020, the ASABGP 

team – Ade Ofunniyin, Joanna Gilmore, La’Sheia Oubré, Grant Mishoe, Raquel Fleskes, and 
Theodore Schurr – worked to further the mission of the Gullah Society, guided by the Ancestors.3

For more information on the Anson Street African Burial Ground Team, please click here.

3. Anson Street African Burial Ground Project. 

PART II  -  UNEARTHED HISTORY: THE DISCOVERY

https://www.asabgproject.com/
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ANSON STREET AFRICAN BURIAL GROUND PROJECT 
In 2017, Dr. Ade Ofunniyin, and the team that worked alongside him for the Gullah Society, took up 
the Ancestors’ charge and worked with the community to learn more about their lives to honor and 
memorialize them. The Anson Street African Burial Ground Project lovingly reinterred the Ancestors in 
a vault at the site where they were originally laid to rest at the Gaillard. The 36 Ancestors were named 
during a traditional Yoruba Naming Ceremony in April 2019. Their names are; Babatunde, Lima, Mbangi, 
Zimbu, Tima, Isi, Welela, Pita, Wuta, Fumu, Banza, Ulume, Amina, Ola, Yawo, Leke, Omo, Ori, Coosaw, Lisa, 
Rere, Risu, Pele, Juba, Kwabena, Ganda, Kiana, Kuto, Kidzera, Jode, Talata, Ajana, Anika, Nina, Nana,  
and Daba.4

For more information on Yoruba Naming Ceremonies, please click here. 

Educator Guiding Questions: Take a moment to research the history and cultural 
relevance of reinterment. Why do you think that it was important for the 36 Ancestors to 
be returned to their original burial ground after being excavated for research?

MORE RESOURCES
Ancestral Burial Ceremony for 36 African Remains

4.  “About,” Anson Street African Burial Ground Project, accessed July 29, 2024, https://www.asabgproject.com/. 

PART II  -  UNEARTHED HISTORY: THE DISCOVERY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G3x1UB4eJm0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XiEEuJBT4DQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XiEEuJBT4DQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XiEEuJBT4DQ
https://www.asabgproject.com/
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ANCESTOR MEMORIALIZATION
The memorialization of ancestors is a practice that has been carried out for centuries across different 
cultures and ways of life in an effort to honor and remember the lives of those who came before us. 
However, ancestor memorialization is more than just a tradition; it involves recognizing and respecting 
the contributions and sacrifices of our elders, keeping their memories alive, connecting with our cultural 
roots, and understanding our own places in the world. “Memorializing ancestors can take various forms, 
from simple acts of remembrance to elaborate rituals and ceremonies. Regardless of the method, the 
underlying principle remains the same: to honor and remember those who have passed on, and to draw 
strength and wisdom from their experiences.” Memorializing ancestors is also a way of preserving the 
legacies of those who came before us for future generations. “Whether through creating memorials, 
holding commemorative ceremonies, or preserving family histories and traditions, memorializing 
ancestors is a meaningful and impactful practice that deserves our attention and respect.”5

In what ways do you celebrate and honor your Ancestors?

ENHANCE: MORE RESOURCES

WATCH
Genealogy for Kids
How to Connect with Your Ancestors - TEDx Talks

5. Karol Bronson, “The Importance of Memorializing Ancestors,” Farewelling, accessed July 29, 2024, https://www.myfarewelling.com/article/the-importance-of-me-
morializing-ancestors. 

PART II  -  UNEARTHED HISTORY: THE DISCOVERY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=umoi7TRP0yg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3LHfrdvtZg
https://www.myfarewelling.com/article/the-importance-of-memorializing-ancestors
https://www.myfarewelling.com/article/the-importance-of-memorializing-ancestors
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PART III  -  UNEARTHED HISTORY: THE RESEARCH AND  
FURTHER INVESTIGATION

Between 2017-2019, Anson Street African Burial Ground Project (ASABGP) worked with the City of 
Charleston, the University of Pennsylvania, the College of Charleston, and other partners to conduct 
ancient DNA research into the ancestry of the 36 Ancestors as well as a study of genetic diversity in 
Charleston today.

Their team of multidisciplinary researchers and educators conducted historical, anthropological, 
archaeological, genetic, and genealogical research in an effort to share, preserve and protect African 
descendant burial grounds.6

Educator Guiding Questions: As a class, take a look at the 
diagram to the left which identifies where the 36 Ancestors 
were laid to rest (created by Dr. Eric Poplin of Brockington 
and Associates Inc.). You may notice that the burial sites 
are numbered up to 37, however ASABGP’S research has 
uncovered that there were only 36 Ancestors unearthed on 
Anson Street. What conclusions can you draw about this 
discrepancy?

6. Anson Street African Burial Ground Project
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The above table, provided by Raquel Fleskes of Anson Street African Burial Ground Project, displays the 
results of the team’s DNA research into the 36 Ancestors. Alongside their bestowed Yoruban names, the 
Ancestors have been identified by age, gender, ancestry, relation to the Charleston area, and more.

Educator Guiding Questions: As you look through the table, consider the following: What kinds of 
challenges do you think may be presented by researching “ancient DNA” as opposed to the DNA of 
someone currently living?

Click here to find out more information about how the enamel and isotopes in teeth can be used 
by archaeologists to discover more about the past. As you read, consider how this information 
pertains to the research of ASABGP.

PART III  -  UNEARTHED HISTORY: THE RESEARCH AND  
FURTHER INVESTIGATION

https://kids.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/frym.2022.749555
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PART III  -  UNEARTHED HISTORY: THE RESEARCH AND  
FURTHER INVESTIGATION

ANSON STREET AFRICAN BURIAL GROUND MEMORIAL
To recognize not only the 36 Ancestors laid to rest on site at the Gaillard, the Memorial consists of  thirty-
six soil samples respectfully collected by Anson Street African Burial Ground Project members. The 
soil samples were extracted from the Charleston area burial sites by the current caretakers alongside 
ASABGP team members, Joanna Gilmore and LaShéia Oubré. Each soil sample was mixed into the slurry 
that encompasses the exterior of the fountain. This symbolizes the recognition of Black Burial Grounds 
throughout the Charleston area and honors all of the Black ancestors buried throughout the Lowcountry.

# Cemetery Name

1 Oceanview Cemetery, Old Village, Mt. Pleasant Cheryl German

2 Monrovia Union Cemetery, Oceanic Street, Charleston 
Neck Gerard “Skip” Mikell

3 Parker Cemetery, Bohicket Road, Johns Island Jerome Ford

4 St. Peter’s AME Church, Sanders Avenue, North 
Charleston Carolyn E. Lecque

5 McLeod Plantation Burial Ground, James Island Jonathan Richardson

6 Scanlonville Cemetery, Scanlonville, Mt. Pleasant Janice Lee and 
Davitte Richardson

7 Memorial Baptist Church Cemetery, Mechanic Street, 
Charleston Neck Fouché Sheppard

8 Public Cemetery #5 Tower Hill, Harmon Field, Charleston Julie Bowling

9 Grove Cemetery, Daniel Island WiBi Ashley

10 Public Cemetery #1 - Wilson, Cromwell, Magazine 
Streets, Charleston Lynwood Billingsley

11 217 Calhoun Street/88 Smith Street, Ephrath Cemetery, 
Charleston Ervin McDaniel Jr.

12 Old Bethel Church Cemetery, Calhoun and Pitt Street, 
Charleston Deborah McDaniel

13 St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church Memorial Garden, Anson 
Street., Charleston Herbert L. Drayton III

14 Morris Street Baptist Cemetery, Oceanic Street, 
Charleston Neck

King David Robert 
Ross Jr.

15 Brown Fellowship Society at 54 Pitt Street, College of 
Charleston, Charleston

Anthony O’Neill, 
Zaiid Stroman and 
President Andrew 
Hsu

16 Calvary Episcopal Church, Line St., Beaufain and Wilson 
Streets, Charleston

Sue Merriwether 
Steed, Andrea-
Robinson-Lawrence, 
Deidra L. Frasier, 
Antoinette Bennett-
Bluford.

17 Strangers & Negroes Cem., public burial ground #2, 
Coming Street, Charleston Dr. Bernard Powers

18 Mt. Horr A.M.E. Church, Hollywood, SC Joshua Washington

19 Oyotunji African Village Burial Ground, Sheldon, SC
Oba Adejuyigbe 
Adefunmi II and 
Clifton Polite

20 Brotherly Cemetery, Skurvin Street & Lemon Street, 
Charleston Neck Angela Hare

21 Payne R.M.U.E. Cemetery, Seawall Road, James Island Crystal and Barbara 
Kornicky

22 St. Peter’s Catholic Cemetery, Spruill Ave., N. 
Charleston La’Sheia Oubre

23 Sunset Memorial, Ashley Phosphate Road, N. 
Charleston Alfreda Brown

24 New St. James Bethel A.M.E. Church Cem., Rosebank 
Road, Wadmalaw Island Audrey Grant Lisbon

25 Grant Cemetery, Liberty Hill, North Charleston
Marc Collins Lisbon 
and Audrey Grant 
Lisbon

26 Greater Trinity and Union, Algonquin Road, Charleston 
Neck Deborah Middleton

27 Humane and Friendly Cemetery, Charleston Neck Minerva King & 
Millicent Brown

28 Wesley United Methodist church, River Road, John’s 
Island Sasha Castro

29 Heriot Street Sepulcher, Charleston Neck Sharon F. Rivers

30 Olive Branch AME Church, Mt. Pleasant Marchelle L. Grant

31 Unity and Friendship Society Cemetery, Huguenin Ave Debra Holt

32 Racker hill Plantation Cemetery, Accabee, North 
Charleston Ervin McDaniel Jr.

33 Brown Hillsboro Cemetery, Justin Ave, Maryville, W. 
Ashley Tyrell Gadsden

34 Jenkins Youth and Family Village, North Charleston Johanna Martin 
Carrington

35 Reserved Fellowship Association, Charleston Neck Alfred Frazier

36 Mother Emmanuel AME, North Charleston Antionette Terry & Lee 
Bennett Jr.
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AFRICAN AMERICAN BURIAL GROUNDS IN CHARLESTON
Based on the research done by Anson Street African Burial Ground Project, we can conclude that the 
36 Ancestors laid to rest under the soil where the Gaillard Center currently sits were buried between 
1760-1800, making this site one of the earliest burial grounds found in Charleston thus far.7 Though this 
timeline provides a great starting point for further investigation, it also begs the question: How many 
other unmarked African American burial grounds are in Charleston, discovered or yet to be 
unearthed?

The Preservation Society of Charleston (PSC) received an African American Civil Rights grant by the 
National Park Service in support of the Mapping Charleston’s Black Burial Grounds initiative. They began 
to explore and honor the many Black cemeteries scattered throughout Charleston, including the Heriot 
Street cemetery which in particular, holds the remains of more than 2,000 African Americans buried 
there between 1865 and 1965.8

With this grant and the support of Tulane University, ASABGP, the City of Charleston, and the 
International African American Museum, PSC began the process of implementing a community-led 
mapping project with the goal of producing a comprehensive inventory of Black burial grounds in the City 
of Charleston.9

Within PSC’s grant proposal, they responded to local challenges shared by communities across the 
country: Black burial grounds have long been under-documented and under-protected and are 
disproportionately threatened by intensifying development pressures, as well as environmental risk, 
namely flooding and sea level rise.

Educator Guiding Questions: Why do you think that Black burial grounds have historically been 
left unprotected and under-documented? Guided by this question, how can we change this 
pattern and honor Black burial grounds in Charleston and around the nation?

7.  Anson Street African Burial Ground Project, accessed November 26, 2024, https://www.asabgproject.com/.
8. “Mapping Charleston’s Black Burial Grounds,” Preservation Society of Charleston, accessed November 26, 2024,  

https://www.preservationsociety.org/what-we-do/preservation-initiatives/mapping-charlestons-black-burial-grounds/
9. “Mapping Charleston’s Black Burial Grounds.”

PART IV -  AFRICAN BURIAL SITE RESEARCH

https://www.asabgproject.com/
https://www.preservationsociety.org/what-we-do/preservation-initiatives/mapping-charlestons-black-burial-grounds/
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Above is a map created by the Preservation Society of Charleston that indicates probable site of Black 
burial (orange) and unlikely site of Black burial, most likely a site for white burial (blue). These burial 
ground locations are found within the vicinity of the Gaillard Center.10 We encourage educators to start at 
the Memorial and lead students on a walking or bus tour of the nearby sites.

Educator Guiding Questions: As you visit the Memorial, take a walk around the Gaillard Center to 
some of the potential burial ground locations that PSC is researching. What do you think makes 
a site ‘probable’ or ‘unlikely’? Thinking like an archaeologist, how could you identify a potential 
burial ground without excavating any human remains?

10. Unless noted otherwise, cemetery information was drawn from: “Search for a cemetery,” Find a Grave,accessed November 26, 2024,  
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery.
Unless noted otherwise, individual church historical information was taken from the churches’ respective Wikipedia pages.

PART IV -  AFRICAN BURIAL SITE RESEARCH

https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery
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PROBABLE BLACK BURIAL SITE
-153 Alexander Street: Memorial Baptist Church Cemetery (burial markers visible) 
Memorial Baptist Church was established by Misses Maude and Sallie Kenyon in 1891. The two women 
contracted for the empty lot on which the church building now stands for a price of $300, unaware that the site 
was potentially home to an African American burial ground.11Today, the Memorial Baptist Church Cemetery is 
home to over 300 memorialized marked graves, and many more that remain unrecorded and unmarked.

-328 Meeting Street: Citadel Square Baptist Cemetery (burial markers not visible) 
Citadel Square Church was established in 1854 as the fourth baptist church built in Charleston. Today, the 
Memorial Baptist Church Cemetery is home to over 120 memorialized marked graves, and many more that 
remain unrecorded and unmarked.

-67 Anson Street: St. Stephen’s Episcopal Chapel Cemetery (burial markers visible) 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church was founded as a racially integrated congregation in 1822, making it the first 
Episcopal church in the United States at which pews were offered to attendants at no cost. Today, St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Chapel Cemetery is home to over 1,000 memorialized marked graves, and many more that remain 
unrecorded and unmarked.

-59 Hasell Street: Trinity Methodist Church Cemetery (burial markers not visible but a state 
historic marker has been erected here12 
Trinity Church building was erected in 1792 and merged with Cumberland Church, the oldest Methodist church 
in Charleston, in 1874. In 1959, a committee was formed to begin the process of removing old headstones 
from the Hasell/Maiden graveyard and transitioning them to the church’s new location on Meeting Street. In 
1963, Rev. Joel E. Cannon passed the following resolution: “The Trustees of Trinity United Methodist Church be 
directed to abandon the old graveyard on Hasell street and Maiden Lane in which there have been no burials in 
about 50 years, and that the gravestones and monuments be removed from the lot and those in good condition 
be placed under Trinity Church Building or on the grounds there, and that the broken stones be disposed of…” 
Today, Trinity Methodist Church’s Cemetery on Meeting Street is home to over 300 memorialized marked graves, 
but there are many more unrecorded and unmarked graves that remain on Hassell Street.

Unlikely a Black Burial Site (most likely a white burial site)
-342 Meeting Street: Second Presbyterian Church Cemetery (burial markers visible) 
Second Presbyterian Church is the fourth oldest church in Charleston, established in 1811. Until 1924, 
customarily, the rental fees of church pews also included purchasing a space in the cemetery plot. Though this 
custom has ended, the numbers on the pews remain. Today, Second Presbyterian Church Cemetery is home to 
over 800 memorialized marked graves, and many more that remain unrecorded and unmarked.

11. “Memorial’s Story,” Memorial Baptist Church of St. George, accessed November 26, 2024, https://www.mbcsg.com/history/.
12. “Trinity Methodist Church Original Site/William Hammett,” The Historical Marker Database, updated August 20, 2023,  
https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=31850.

PART IV -  AFRICAN BURIAL SITE RESEARCH

https://www.mbcsg.com/history/
https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=31850
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-61 Laurens Street: Universalist Church Cemetery (burial markers not visible)13 
Today, 61 Laurens St. is home to the “James Mackie House” that originally resided at 114 Anson St. In the 1950s, 
the home was relocated to Laurens St. to clear property for construction of the Gaillard Municipal Auditorium. 
Information about this site as a potential Black burial ground and as the former Universalist Church Cemetery 
is sparse. Today, an exact number of unmarked burials is unknown.

-273 Meeting Street: Trinity United Methodist Church Cemetery (burial marker visibility unknown) 
Trinity Church building was erected in 1792 and merged with Cumberland Church, the oldest Methodist church 
in Charleston, in 1874. In 1959, a committee was formed to begin the process of removing old headstones 
from the Hasell/Maiden graveyard and transitioning them to the church’s new location on Meeting Street. In 
1963, Rev. Joel E. Cannon passed the following resolution: “The Trustees of Trinity United Methodist Church be 
directed to abandon the old graveyard on Hasell street and Maiden Lane in which there have been no burials in 
about 50 years, and that the gravestones and monuments be removed from the lot and those in good condition 
be placed under Trinity Church Building or on the grounds there, and that the broken stones be disposed of…” 
Today, Trinity Methodist Church’s Cemetery on Meeting Street is home to over 300 memorialized marked graves, 
but there may be more unrecorded graves that remain unmarked.

-43 Wentworth Street: Redeemer Presbyterian Church (burial markers visible)14,15 
Originally built in 1834 as the home of Wentworth Street Methodist Protestant Church, the historic sanctuary at 
43 Wentworth St. today houses the congregation of Redeemer Presbyterian Church. Information about this site 
as a potential Black burial ground is sparse. Today, an exact number of unmarked burials is unknown.

-77 Hasell Street: Saint Mary of the Annunciation Cemetery (burial markers visible) 
The first burials at St Mary of the Annunciation took place in the late 1700s. It is estimated that about 550 
individuals are buried here, including Ancestors of current parishioners. In 2017, parishioner Michael Willson 
began the process of updating the cemetery’s inventory and mapping. His efforts were assisted by other 
parishioners and a team of graduate students in Conservation from the College of Charleston, with the 
guidance of Professor Frances Ford. Click here to view his recorded documents.

To further explore the Black burial grounds, probable and unlikely, throughout Charleston county, 
click here.

13. “Laurens Street,” Historic Charleston Foundation, accessed November 26, 2024,  
https://charleston.pastperfectonline.com/bysearchterm?keyword=Laurens+Street.
14. “The Storied History of Sanctuary at 43 Wentworth Street,” The Pastor’s Corner Blog, Redeemer Presbyterian Church, July 15, 2022,  
https://redeemer-charleston.org/pastors-corner-blog/f/storied-history-of-sanctuary-at-43-wentworth-st?blogcategory=Local+History.
15. “Our Story,” Redeemer Presbyterian Church, accessed November 26, 2024, https://redeemer-charleston.org/our-story.
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AFRICAN AMERICAN BURIAL GROUNDS THROUGHOUT SOUTH CAROLINA 
Since the commissioning of the Memorial on Anson Street, the ASABGP team has been working with local 
individuals, churches and organizations in the community to collect soil from African descendant burial 
grounds in Charleston dating to pre-1865. “The collected soil will be used in the fabrication of the basin to 
symbolize the many enslaved and free Africans who lived, toiled and were buried in the earth upon which 
our city is built.“16

Educator Guiding Question: As you read through the list below of African American burial grounds 
in South Carolina, and consider what you have learned about soil collection for the Memorial, why 
do you think that ASABGP has chosen to only sample soil that predates 1865? Do you think that it 
is important for the collected soil to be from the city of Charleston? Can you find a burial ground 
in your community?

Monrovia Street Cemeteries - Adjacent to the Pacific Box and Crate development there are four 
burial grounds for people of African descent. Three are well-maintained but one, Mt. Zion Presbyterian 
Church cemetery fell out of the collective consciousness sometime since the construction of I-26 and is 
overgrown and inaccessible to friends and family of the deceased. Click here to read more.

Ephrath and Trinity Cemeteries - Two African American cemeteries, Ephrath and Trinity, are located in 
the area just south of Calhoun Street. Ephrath contains the remains of nearly 2,000 people and extends 
from Calhoun Street through what is now the backyard of 88 Smith St. Trinity contains the remains of 
more than 1,600 people buried beneath and around the house. Click here to read more.

Douglas Cemetery was established in 1908 as a nine-acre African American graveyard by the 
Metropolitan Development Company, and records show that plots were drawn to maximize usable space 
with little regard to visitors or landscaping. Click here to read more. 

Cohlvin Cemetery is the burial site of around 250 slaves and former slaves from Silver Bluff and 
surrounding plantations. Today most of the cemetery appears wooded, though the remains of 
generations of enslaved workers rest in shallow graves beneath the forest floor. Click here to read 
more.17

Aiken Colored Cemetery is a ten-acre historic cemetery in Aiken, South Carolina that began operation 
in 1852, well before the Civil War era. This cemetery was the only burial grounds for Aiken’s African 
American community through the mid 20th century. Its occupants represent a diverse range including 
slaves, freedmen, business leaders, tradesmen, and paupers. Click here to read more.

16. Cemetery descriptions taken from their respective Wikipedia pages, unless noted otherwise.
17.  “A Memorial for the Ancestors,” Anson Street African Burial Ground Project, accessed November 26, 2024,  
https://www.asabgproject.com/a-memorial-for-the-ancestors.
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https://www.asabgproject.com/monrovia-street-cemeteries
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https://www.scpictureproject.org/richland-county/douglass-cemetery.html/
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The Old Pilgrim Baptist Church Cemetery is a historic cemetery at 3540 Woodruff Road, southeast of 
Five Forks, South Carolina. The Old Pilgrim Baptist Church Cemetery is an African American burial ground 
established in 1868 by enslaved Africans of the Kilgore Family plantation. Click here to read more.

Orangeburg City Cemetery is a historic African American cemetery located in Orangeburg, South 
Carolina. It was established in 1889 and is a five-acre tract containing approximately 300 to 350 burial 
plots, with most burials dating from about 1890 to the 1960s. Click here to read more.

Darlington Memorial Cemetery is a historic African American cemetery located in Darlington, South 
Carolina. The cemetery dates from 1890, and until 1946 it was the only African American cemetery within 
the city limits of Darlington. Within the cemetery, there are approximately 1,900 graves, with most burials 
dating from the early- to mid-20th century. Click here to read more.

King Cemetery is a historic African American cemetery near Adams Run in Charleston County, that is 
home to over 183 graves. Oral history documents the extensive use of this burial site during slavery and 
continuing into the first half of the 20th century. Click here to read more.

Randolph Cemetery is a historic cemetery for African Americans that is located in Columbia, South 
Carolina. It was established in 1872 by a group of Black businessmen and was the first formal, private 
cemetery for Black people in the area. The cemetery was named for Benjamin F. Randolph (1820–1868), 
an assassinated militia leader known for protecting African Americans, who was reinterred at the 
cemetery in 1871. A memorial in his honor and for other African-American leaders killed has since been 
erected to commemorate their legacies. Click here to read more.18

Remley Point Cemetery (also known as Scanlonville Cemetery) is a cemetery located in the Scanlonville 
community in Mt. Pleasant, South Carolina. This cemetery contains 41 marked graves ranging from 1867 
to 1989, but residents claim that there may be over 1,000 people, largely African American, buried at the 
site in unmarked graves. Click here to read more.

Richland Cemetery is a historic African American cemetery located in Greenville, South Carolina. It was 
established in 1884 by the City of Greenville as the first municipal “colored” cemetery and is the final 
resting place for many of Greenville’s most notable African American educators, health practitioners, and 
community leaders. The total number of graves is estimated at over 1,400 and gravemarker types and 
materials range from natural stones to elaborate Victorian monuments. Click here to read more.

18.  “Preserving the Past,” Randolph Cemetery, Committee for the Beautification and Restoration of Randolph Cemetery, accessed December 4, 2024,  
https://www.randolphcemetery.org/.

https://schpr.sc.gov/index.php/Detail/properties/40958
https://www.orangeburg.sc.us/orangeburg-cemetery
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/darlington/S10817716049/index.htm
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/charleston/S10817710169/index.htm
https://www.randolphcemetery.org/
https://www.tompsc.com/295/Scanlonville
https://www.greenvillesc.gov/531/Richland-Cemetery
https://www.randolphcemetery.org/
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CONNECT: MORE RESOURCES
The Silence of the Dead: Giving Charleston Cemeteries a Voice
Downtown House on Market for $2.7M Sits Atop 2 Graveyards
Urban Slaves a Little Recognized Part of the Southern Economy
Cemetery Protection in Charleston
Mapping Charleston’s Black Burial Grounds
City Urged to Leave Cemetery Site (Post & Courier 1996)
James Island Black Cemetery Preservation and Protection
James Island Educator Teaches Students The Importance of History Through Cemetery Preservation
The Slave Experience: Living Conditions

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SmjvMFE-fxuC_hFX-KP7PaIQTAsGH_w6/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.postandcourier.com/news/88-smith-street-charleston-sc-gravestones-cemeteries/article_dccbb39a-0eeb-11ef-bfde-8f8e658a0f72.html
https://northcarolinahistory.org/commentary/urban-slaves-a-little-recognized-part-of-the-southern-economy/
https://www.preservationsociety.org/tag/cemetery-protection/
https://www.preservationsociety.org/what-we-do/preservation-initiatives/mapping-charlestons-black-burial-grounds/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ji5lf44DobBzhPTl62eAzacFLQcga60R/view
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1oE2_aCVG5awl63cMAZI8vAJZHYEhK5YF1WE_zPstwlo/edit?usp=sharing
https://abcnews4.com/news/local/james-island-charter-high-school-educator-michelle-johnson-teaches-students-important-of-history-through-cemetery-preservation-gullah-geechee-charleston-sc-african-american-black-history-month-dill-plantation-devils-nest-turkey-pen-eugene-frazier-wciv?fbclid=IwAR3VpTZBhH-pI4PuBQynhQkbBr_aMwtBp2-8hUPbDjVmKMziV2DJEIbMyQk
https://www.thirteen.org/wnet/slavery/experience/living/history.html
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THE ANTEBELLUM ERA IN SOUTH CAROLINA  
The Antebellum Era in South Carolina is the period between 
1815, following the end of the War of 1812, and the beginning 
of the American Civil War in 1861. Prior to the Antebellum Era, 
the 1793 invention of the cotton gin grew the economies of both 
South Carolina’s Upcountry and Lowcountry. However, this boom 
in South Carolina’s cotton industry led to a large increase in the 
demand for labor, and a consequential rise in slave trade. In 1808, 

the international buying and selling of enslaved people known as the Transatlantic slave trade was 
outlawed by the United States, which widely increased domestic slave trade within the U.S.19  Educator 
Guiding Questions: Why do you think that enslavers preferred to trade internationally versus 
domestically?

The Antebellum Era was most significantly marked by the prevalence of slavery and 
“the associated societal norms it cultivated. Over the course of this period, Southern 
leaders underwent a transformation in their perspective on slavery. Initially regarded 
as an awkward and temporary institution, it gradually evolved into a defended 
concept, with proponents arguing for its positive merits, while simultaneously 
vehemently opposing the burgeoning abolitionist movement” through the end of 
the American Civil War.20 Since colonial times, South Carolina had always been home 
to a large population of free Black people. Some African Americans purchased their 
freedom with portions of earnings that they were allowed to keep, while others 
were freed. “As long as there had been free blacks, they made the white population 
nervous. In 1822 free black craftsman and preacher Denmark Vesey was convicted 

for having masterminded a plan to organize the enslaved population and revolt. In reaction, whites 
established curfews for Black people and forbade assembly of large numbers of blacks; the education of 
slaves was prohibited.” “Building empires on the backs of the less powerful has roots throughout human 
history, but distinct differences emerged in the ways ‘New World’ slavery not only defined bondage by 
color of skin, but also as a permanent status to assure keeping a multi-generational unpaid labor force. 
According to South Carolina historian, Walter Edgar, ‘Money/profit was at the root of the system.’”21 For 
more information on the Antebellum Era in South Carolina, please click here.

19. “Antebellum South Carolina,” Wikipedia, updated May 23, 2024, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antebellum_South_Carolina.
20. “Antebellum South,” Wikipedia, updated July 6, 2024, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antebellum_South.
21. “Antebellum: 1789-1849,” History and Culture, Explore Black Charleston, accessed July 29, 2024, https://www.exploreblackcharleston.com/timeline/through-
time/. 

PART V -  ENSLAVEMENT BEYOND THE PLANTATIONS

https://www.africanamericancharleston.com/timeline/antebellum/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antebellum_South_Carolina
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https://www.exploreblackcharleston.com/timeline/through-time/
https://www.exploreblackcharleston.com/timeline/through-time/
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PLANTATION ENSLAVEMENT
English colonists initially created plantation societies labored by enslaved peoples 
in the West Indies. However, as cultivable land in islands like Barbados became 
increasingly scarce, overseas plantation owners began to look to the North American 
mainland for expansion. As a result, South Carolina became a northern extension 
of this empire and Charles Towne was established in 1670.22 Southern plantations 
were distinguished by their large landholdings and labor forces, their typical focus 
on one commercial crop for exportation, as well as the highly segregated structure in 

place between enslavers, overseers (managers), and the enslaved laborers.23 Although South Carolina 
was originally founded on the Barbadians’ production of sugar and was known to grow tobacco in the 
early years, rice quickly emerged as the colony’s most important staple crop. In the years prior to the 
Revolutionary War, a full-scale plantation culture was established and worked by enslaved Africans along 
the rivers of the Carolina Lowcountry. The success of rice culture was due in large part to the agricultural 
skills of the enslaved people, many of whom hailed from rice-growing regions of West Africa.

URBAN ENSLAVEMENT 
While we do not know the exact histories or lives of the 36 Ancestors who were 
unearthed in 2013, the artifacts that they were buried with them, such as coins 
and jewelry, as well as their burial site’s location within peninsular Charleston, 
point towards the idea that they were urban enslaved and their day to day was 
different from their counterparts. “Plantation slavery is often the first thing that 
comes to mind when people think about slavery in the antebellum period,” 
however, many enslaved people who lived in urban areas such as Charleston 

were valued for their craftsmanship and tradework. Educator Guiding Question: Reflect on this 
statement. Why do you think that enslavement on plantations is more commonly discussed than 
other forms of enslaved labor?

“The lives of enslaved people in cities were very different from those who were enslaved on plantations. 
For one thing, enslaved people in cities lived in very close proximity to their enslavers, often in the same 
house. Enslaved people in cities did not do the agricultural labor that was typical on plantations. Most 
of the enslaved women in cities worked as servants, taking care of their enslavers’ home and family. 
Enslaved men were often employed as dockworkers or construction workers. Some were taught trades 
so they could assist in their enslavers’ daily work. Due to the tight quarters in most urban centers, it was 
easier for people enslaved by different households to meet up and communicate frequently. But this 
closeness also meant that enslaved people in cities lived under the constant surveillance of the white 
community, and they were frequently victims of white violence and race riots.”24

22. “The Connection,” Barbados and the Carolinas Legacy Foundation, accessed December 4, 2024, https://www.barbadoscarolinas.org/the-connection-1.
23. Robert Stevens, “Plantations,” South Carolina Encyclopedia, updated August 22, 2022, https://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/plantations/
24. “Urban Slavery,” Women & The American Story, New-York Historical Society Museum & Library, accessed July 29, 2024, https://wams.nyhistory.org/a-nation-divided/ante-
bellum/urban-slavery/. 
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Aside from working in skilled trades that required practice like butchers, tailors, and barbers, enslaved 
Charlestonians also “worked as porters (day laborers), attended customers in shops and taverns, and fulfilled a 
variety of traditional roles as domestic servants.” Business apprenticeship was also a common practice for the  
young enslaved boys in Charleston, as enslavers sought to increase the value and productivity of their urban 
enslaved workforce.25

In some cases, those enslaved in urban areas like Charleston were also subjected to different treatment from 
the rural enslaved. In Exploring Urban Slavery by Bernard Powers, he discusses the difference between urban 
and plantation enslavement. He states “Frederick Douglass, who was enslaved in Maryland in the 1830s, noted ‘a 
marked difference in the treatment of slaves’ in Baltimore “from that which I had witnessed in the country. A city 
slave is almost a freeman, compared with a slave on the plantation. He is much better fed and clothed and enjoys 
privileges altogether unknown to the slave on the plantation.”

“Most enslaved people were involved in rural agriculture, but there was a prominent 
minority of urban slaves who worked in industry and skilled trades like carpentry, 
masonry, and ironwork. In addition, 82% of the freedmen population of the city was 
employed in skilled crafts by the mid-19th century. Although professional architects, 
master builders, and ‘gentleman-amateurs’ were primarily responsible for designing 
Charleston, societal strictures made it so that the sizable population of free black 
laborers and slaves were the ones who actually built it.”26

Guiding Educator Questions: What kinds of expertise do you think would be required in order to be 
considered an expert of a skilled trade like carpentry, masonry, and ironwork? How do you think the urban 
enslaved populations learned these skills?

In present-day Charleston, we can see a unique phenomenon that is credited to 
urban enslaved peoples. Fingerprints can be found in bricks, particularly in historic 
buildings, and are a poignant reminder of the lives of enslaved individuals who worked 
in the construction of these structures. Many enslaved artisans and laborers were 
involved in making and laying the bricks used in various buildings, and some left their 
marks—literally—by pressing their fingers into the wet clay before it was fired. These 

fingerprints serve as a powerful testament to their existence and humanity, connecting modern visitors to the past 
in a tangible way. They invite reflection on the stories of those who built the city but whose lives and contributions 
were often overlooked or erased from history.  
To learn more about this interesting phenomenon, click here.

MORE RESOURCES
Urban Slavery at the Owens-Thomas House & Slave Quarters
Uncovering Lynchburg Virginia’s Dark History of Urban Slavery

25. Nic Butler,“The Colonial Roots of Black Barbers and Hairdressers,” Charleston County Public Library, February 11, 2022, https://www.ccpl.org/charleston-time-machine/
colonial-roots-black-barbers-and-hairdressers.
26.  Tim Condo, “Black Craftsmen and the Built Environment,” Preservation Society of Charleston, February 29, 2016, https://www.preservationsociety.org/black-craftsmen-
and-the-built-environment/.
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ONGOING RESEARCH 
The below image was created by Dr. Eric Poplin of Brockington and Associates Inc. to suggest a map of 
Charleston during the mid to late 1700s, specifically in the area surrounding where the Gaillard Center 
now sits. 

As you analyze the map, notice the placement of George Anson’s farm within the plantation land known 
as the Bowling Green27 (current day Ansonborough), as well as its proximity to Gadsden’s Wharf, the first 
destination for an estimated 100,000 enslaved Africans during the peak of the international slave trade.28 

Guiding Educator Questions: Take a moment to research the landmarks around the burial site 
further. Considering what you know of the artifacts found by archeologists and the location in 
which the 36 Ancestors were found, can you make any assumptions about who they were or what 
their lives may have been like?

27. Nic Butler, “Anson’s Landing to Gadsden’s Wharf: A Brief History,” Charleston County Public Library, June 30, 2023, https://www.ccpl.org/charleston-time-machine/ansons-
landing-to-gadsdens-wharf-a-brief-history.
28. “Gadsden’s Wharf,” Wikipedia, updated July 19, 2024, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gadsden’s_Wharf.
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BLACK CRAFTSMANSHIP AND TRADEWORK
From 1619 on, Black craftspeople, both free and enslaved, worked to produce the valued architecture, 
handcrafts, and decorative arts of the American South. The tradition of African American Charlestonians 
performing skilled crafts continued long after the emancipation of the enslaved.29 “By 1870, skilled 
tradesmen constituted 26% of the black male workforce and were the most highly skilled cohort in the 
city compared to artisans who were native whites or recent immigrants. What’s more, by 1880, four of 
the ten occupations that skilled black workers filled were related to the building arts; i.e., carpenter, brick 
mason, blacksmith, and painter.”30 

Guiding Educator Question: As a class, use the information below to visit some of the historic 
craftsmanship created by enslaved African Americans and their Charlestonian Ancestors. 
Considering that most enslaved people were unable to read or write, do you think that this has 
affected the ways in which their craftsmanship and tradework has been remembered?

Bricklayers:
•	 The Heyward-Washington House (Numerous examples of African American fingerprints can be 

found in the south wall as you walk the driveway)31

•	 Philadelphia Alley (A handprint can be seen in the brick-paved street)32

•	 Drayton Hall (Examples of African American fingerprints can be seen in the brick architecture)
•	 Magnolia Plantation (Examples of African American fingerprints can be seen in the brick 

architecture)
•	 Boone Hall (Examples of African American fingerprints can be seen in the brick architecture)33

Blacksmiths:
•	 30 ½ Blake Street (Adorned with the wrought iron work of Philip Simmons)34 This is the location of 

the Blacksmith’s House, studio for Philip Simmons and his nephew, Carlton Simmons who designed 
the memorial ironwork.

•	 91 Anson Street Saint John’s Reformed Episcopal Church and Philip Simmons Garden 
(featuring his heart gate.)

29. Black Craftspeople Digital Archive, accessed December 4, 2024, https://archive.blackcraftspeople.org/.
30. Condo, “Black Craftsmen and the Built Environment.”
31. The Charleston Museum, “Charleston Bricks and Fingerprints of the Enslaved,” accessed December 4, 2024, https://www.charlestonmuseum.org/news-events/charleston-
bricks-and-fingerprints-of-the-enslaved/.
32. “Philadelphia Alley,” Stories in the Cemetery, accessed December 4, 2024, https://storiesinthecemetery.com/2019/09/28/philadelphia-alley/.
33.  Joseph McGill, “Who Built Charleston,” The Slave Dwelling Project, July 26, 2014, https://slavedwellingproject.org/who-built-charleston-2/.
34.   “11 Historic African American Sites to Visit in Charleston,” Explore Charleston, accessed December 4, 2024, https://www.charlestoncvb.com/blog/african-ameri-
can-sites-to-visit-in-charleston.
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Carpenters:
•	 The Hutchinson House (Folk Victorian–style house, built by Henry Hutchinson, a man born into 

slavery in 1860)35

•	 Harleston-Boags Funeral Home (Three-story wood building including offices, showroom, morgue, 
embalming room, and a large chapel, built by Captain Edwin G. Harleston)

•	 221 Calhoun Street (Home of highly skilled carpenter Richard Holloway, who owned more than 
twenty houses around the city when he died in 1823)

•	 96 Smith Street (Home of carpenter Richard Holloway)
•	 72 Pitt Street (Home of carpenter Richard Holloway)
•	 Bethel A.M.E. Church (Built c. 1872 by Samuel Drayton, a carpenter and former enslaved man who is 

thought to have built other churches in the area.)

Architects:
•	 Central Baptist Church (First church in Charleston to be designed, built, and paid for solely by 

African Americans. It was designed by John P. Hutchinson and built in 1891 by members of the 
congregation)36

Needleworkers:
•	 Middletown Place (Home to ‘Ashley’s sack,’ a mid-1800s cloth sack featuring embroidered text that 

recounts the slave sale of a nine-year-old girl named Ashley and the parting gift of the sack by her 
mother, Rose.)37

Cabinetmakers:
•	 The Nathaniel-Russell House (Home to a 1790 Charleston secretary wardrobe made by John Gough, 

the free African American cabinetmaker)38

Bakers:
•	 The Martindale-Bell House (This house was bought and lived in by a free Black woman, Sally 

Johnson who owned enslaved people. She was reported to have been a “pastry cook” prior to buying 
the house.)39 

To further explore the craftsmanship of free and enslaved African Americans across the United 
States, click here.

35. Joe Sugarman, “Preserving a Touchstone to Edisto Island’s Black History,” Preservation Magazine, Winter 2021, National Trust for Historic Preservation, https://savingplac-
es.org/stories/the-house-that-hutchinson-built-preserving-a-touchstone-to-edisto-islands-black-history.
36. Information on this and preceding six locations taken from: “African American Historic Places in South Carolina,” State Historic Preservation Office, South Carolina 
Department of Archives and History, September 2015, https://scdah.sc.gov/sites/scdah/files/Documents/Historic%20Preservation%20(SHPO)/Publications/AAHistoric%20plac-
es%20in%20sc.pdf.
37. “Ashley’s Sack,” Wikipedia, updated October 22, 2024, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashley%27s_sack.
38.  Grahame Long and Gary Albert, “John Gough, Free Black Cabinetmaker of Charleston, 1763-1791,” Journal of Early Southern Decorative Arts, 2021-2022, Volume 42-43, 
https://www.mesdajournal.org/2020/john-gough-free-black-cabinetmaker-of-charleston-1763-1791/.
39.  Jenn Curtis, “Martindale-Bell House, 2 Green Way,” College of Charleston, accessed December 4, 2024, https://discovering.cofc.edu/items/show/36.
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PIVOTAL SOUTH CAROLINIANS DURING THE PERIOD OF ENSLAVEMENT 
While many Black South Carolinians were limited in their freedoms and opportunities during the period 
of enslavement, several pivotal individuals were able to rise to positions of relative power.

Robert Smalls
Robert Smalls (1839–1915) was an American politician who was born into slavery 
in Beaufort, South Carolina. During the American Civil War, the still enslaved 
Smalls commandeered a Confederate transport ship in Charleston Harbor and 
sailed it from the Confederate-controlled waters of the harbor to the U.S. blockade 
that surrounded it. He then piloted the ship to the Union-controlled enclave in 
Beaufort–Port Royal–Hilton Head area, where it became a Union warship. In the 
process, he freed himself, his crew, and their families. His example and persuasion 
helped convince President Abraham Lincoln to accept African-American soldiers 
into the Union Army. Smalls went on to serve five terms in Congress and spent the 
remainder of his free life working for equality in the postwar South.4040

Denmark Vesey
Denmark Vesey (c. 1767–1822) was a free Black man and community leader in 
Charleston, South Carolina. Likely born into slavery in St. Thomas, Vesey was 
enslaved by Captain Joseph Vesey in Bermuda for some time before being brought 
to Charleston. There, Vesey won a lottery and purchased his freedom around the 
age of 32. In 1818, he helped found what is now known as Mother Emanuel African 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Vesey was accused and convicted of planning a major 
slave revolt in 1822. Although the alleged plot was discovered before it could be 
realized, its potential scale stoked the fears of the antebellum planter class and led 
to increased restrictions on both enslaved and free African Americans.41

40.  “Robert Smalls,” Wikipedia, updated November 18, 2024, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Smalls
41.  “Denmark Vesey,” Wikipedia, updated December 3, 2024, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denmark_Vesey
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Benjamin F. Randolph
Benjamin Franklin Randolph (1820–1868) was an American educator, spiritual 
advisor, newspaper editor who served as a South Carolina state senator during the 
Reconstruction Era. Randolph was selected to be one of the first African American 
Electors in the United States at the 1868 Republican National Convention for the 
Ulysses Grant Republican presidential ticket. Randolph also served as the chair 
of the state Republican Party Central Committee. He was a delegate to the 1868 
South Carolina Constitutional Convention, where he played an important role 
in establishing the first universal public education system in the state, and in 
granting for the first time the right to vote to Black men and non-property owning 
European-American men. On October 16, 1868, Randolph was assassinated by 
members of the Ku Klux Klan.42

Francis L. Cardozo
Francis Lewis Cardozo (1836–1903) was an American clergyman, politician, 
and educator. When elected in South Carolina as Secretary of State in 1868, he 
was the first African American to hold a statewide office in the United States. 
Born free during the time of slavery in Charleston, South Carolina to a mother 
who was a free Black woman, and a Jewish father, Francis Cardozo studied 
at University of Glasgow and later at seminary. He served as a minister in 
New Haven, Connecticut, before returning to South Carolina in 1865 with the 
American Missionary Association to establish schools for freedmen after the 
American Civil War, including Avery Normal Institute. After working in South 
Carolina during Reconstruction, Cardozo received an appointment in 1878 in the 
U.S. Department of Treasury in Washington, D.C.43 

42. “Benjamin F. Randolph,” Wikipedia, updated October 31, 2024, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_F._Randolph.
43. “Francis Lewis Cardozo,” Wikipedia, updated August 14, 2024, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Lewis_Cardozo.

PART VI -  THE IMPACT OF BLACK FIGURES IN THE LOWCOUNTRY

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_F._Randolph
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Lewis_Cardozo


28

Anson African 
Burial Memorial

Jonathan J. Wright
Jonathan Jasper Wright (1840–1885) was an African-American lawyer who 
served as a state senator and judge on the Supreme Court of the State of 
South Carolina during Reconstruction from 1870 to 1877. In April 1865, 
Wright was sent by the American Missionary Society from Pennsylvania to 
Beaufort, South Carolina, as a teacher and laborer among the freed slaves. 
He remained in Beaufort until the Civil Rights Act passed. Then he returned 
to Montrose, Pennsylvania, and demanded an examination for the Bar. 
The Committee found him qualified, and recommended his admission 
to the Bar. He was admitted August 13, 1865, and was the first African 
American admitted to practice law in Pennsylvania. In April 1866, Wright 
was appointed by General Oliver Otis Howard, head of the Freedmen’s 
Bureau in Beaufort, to be the legal adviser for the freedmen. In July 1868 
he was elected to the Constitutional Convention of South Carolina. He was 
the convention vice-president and helped draft the judiciary section of the 

State Constitution, which remains today. Wright was soon afterward elected state senator from Beaufort 
County. On February 1, 1870, he was elected to the South Carolina Supreme Court. He served for seven 
years, until the white Democrats regained control of state government in 1877.44

Nancy Ann Fairchild Brown
Leander Fairchild/Nancy Ann Fairchild Brown was born into slavery sometime in the first half of the 
eighteenth century. Working hard as a butcher at the east end of Tradd Street, Leander made enough 
money to purchase his own freedom in 1770, and then to purchase the freedom of several of his 
children. In 1783 he purchased a piece of land in Price’s Alley and built a house. Sometime after his death 
in 1791, Leander’s daughter, Nancy Ann Fairchild, inherited the property on Price’s Alley. She shared 
the property with her husband, a free man of color named Moses Brown, and their five children. Moses 
passed away in 1819, and in 1826 Nancy Ann Fairchild Brown made her own last will and testament. In 
that document, which was drafted and recorded by a white lawyer, Mrs. Brown divided her house and 
furniture between several of her children.45

44. “Jonathan Jasper Wright,” Wikipedia, updated February 28, 2024, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jonathan_Jasper_Wright.
45. Nic Butler, “A Woman’s Progress in Early South Carolina, Part 3,” Charleston County Public Library, April 20, 2017, https://www.ccpl.org/charles-
ton-time-machine/womans-progress-early-south-carolina-part-3. 
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Sally Johnson
Sally Johnson was a “pastry cook” who acquired a property worth $5,500 along with four enslaved people 
by 1860. Some of her real estate holdings included properties on Line Street in proximity to Coming 
Street. The figure of Sally Johnson remains important because she was able to find a level of success 
as a free woman of color in antebellum Charleston; however, she was also a slaveowner. Her persona 
represents the tensions between free people of color and enslaved people during the antebellum period. 
The owning of enslaved people by free Blacks built a barrier between the two groups. This led to many 
enslaved people distrusting the free Black community and often hindered any kind of solidarity the two 
groups could have found in one another. Despite the similarities in mistreatment of all Blacks in the 
antebellum South, free or enslaved, the example of Sally Johnson shows how the free Black and enslaved 
communities were not always not always charitable to each other. When Sally Johnson died, she left the 
house to her descendants who continued to live in the house until 1971 when it was sold to the College 
of Charleston.46

Guiding Educator Questions: Reflect on what you have learned about some of the pivotal Black 
figures who accomplished great feats during the time of enslavement in the antebellum south. 
While property ownership was quite an accomplishment for Black women during the 18th and 
19th centuries, why do you think that women like Sally Johnson and Nancy Ann Fairchild Brown 
were not afforded the same opportunities as the Black men listed above them? Do you think that 
their gender has impacted the documented records that were kept on their lives? Has this gender 
disparity changed in the 21st century?

46. Curtis, “Martindale-Bell House, 2 Green Way.”
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PRIMARY AND SECONDARY LESSONS
Create Clay Handprints
Kindergarten–5th Grade
This activity for elementary students takes a deeper look into genes and culture. Students will create clay 
hand prints and will design symbols to represent their own traditions and culture.

Conduct Community Interviews
6th Grade & Up
This activity for middle and high school students encourages students to interview the oldest person that 
they know to get a deeper understanding of culture and ancestry. 

Burial Research Project Extension
6th Grade & Up
This activity for middle and high school students encourages students to research an ancient burial 
practice to gain a deeper understanding of a culture.

Exploring Cemetery Preservation and Protection Projects in Charleston
6th Grade & Up
Students will evaluate how political and economic decisions have influenced cultural and environmental 
characteristics of various places and regions of Charleston, and how this impacts African American Burial 
Grounds and settlement communities.

Contact Anson Street African Burial Ground Project directly to inquire about a school or community 
workshop. www.asabgproject.com/contact
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CONNECT WITH LOCAL ARTISTS  
Book a Cross-Curriculum Zoom Call with Stephen Hayes
All Ages
Stephen L. Hayes, Jr. makes art – woodcuts, sculptures, installations small and large – from found 
materials that draw on social and economic themes ingrained in the history of America and African 
Americans. In this virtual workshop, students will discuss the intersection of history and culture with the 
design and cultivation of new age artworks.47 To book a Zoom call, please contact Stephen Hayes at 
stephenhayescreations@gmail.com.

Book a Sweetgrass Basket Weaving Mini-Residency with Antwon Ford
Grades 6 & Up 
In 2009, Antwon Ford began his “GrassInMotion” project, striving to produce sweetgrass objects that 
exemplified the space-time continuum of the fourth dimension.48 In this mini-residency, students will 
learn the history of sweetgrass basket weaving from sweetgrass artist Antwon Ford, then have the 
opportunity to design and create their own inspired sweetgrass baskets in memorialization of the 36 
unearthed Ancestors. This mini-residency will culminate in students commemorating the honor of those 
who lived before them through dedicated artist statements and memorial artwork. To bring sweetgrass 
basket weaving into your school, please contact Antwon Ford at info@grassinmotion.com.

47. “About,” Stephen Hayes, accessed July 29, 2024, https://www.stephenhayescreations.com/about.
48.  “Grass in Motion,” Arts Daily, South Carolina Arts Commission, accessed July 29, 2024, https://www.scartshub.com/arts_daily/grass-in-motion/.
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READ

The Wall
by Eve Bunting

I Am the Ancestors’ Wildest Dreams
by Tanisia Moore

Be a Good Ancestor
by Leona Prince

Our Story Starts in Africa
by Patricia Lawrence

PART VII  -  LESSONS IN THE CLASSROOM
LITERATURE CONNECTIONS 
Memorializing the Ancestors

LITERATURE CONNECTION - UNTOLD STORIES OF THE ENSLAVED
Barracoon: Adapted for Young Readers: The Story of the Last “Black Cargo”
By Zora Neale Hurston and Ibram X. Kendi 
In the first middle grade offering from Zora Neale Hurston and Ibram X. Kendi, young readers are introduced 
to the remarkable and true-life story of Cudjo Lewis, one of the last survivors of the Atlantic human trade, 
in an adaptation of the internationally bestselling and critically acclaimed Barracoon. This is the life story 
of Cudjo Lewis, as told by himself. Of the millions of men, women, and children transported from Africa to 
America to be enslaved, 86-year-old Cudjo Lewis was then the only person alive to tell the story of his capture 
and bondage, 50 years after the Atlantic human trade was outlawed in the United States. Cudjo shared his 
firsthand account with legendary folklorist, anthropologist, and writer Zora Neale Hurston. Adapted with care 
and delivered with age-appropriate historical context by award-winning historian Ibram X. Kendi, Cudjo’s 

incredible story is now available for young readers and emerging scholars. With powerful illustrations by Jazzmen Lee-Johnson, 
this poignant work is an invaluable contribution to our shared history and culture.

Barracoon brings the horrors of enslavement, the beauty of community and the importance of steadfast faith to the forefront. 
Cudjo Lewis’ first-hand account of his life story aligns closely with that of the 36 Ancestors who were enslaved from West Africa 
and labored until their consequential burials on today’s Anson Street. Through the writings of Zora Neale Hurston and Ibram X. 
Kendi, Cudjo details the journey that he and hundreds of other kidnapped Africans made to America, and the cultural anomalies 
that he experienced both in enslavement and as a freed man, helping us to better understand what those 36 Ancestors could 
have experienced, faced, and rose against.49 Please click here to access our reading guide for Barracoon: Adapted for Young 
Readers: The Story of the Last “Black Cargo.

49. “Barracoon,” Ibram X. Kendi, accessed July 29, 2024, https://www.ibramxkendi.com/barracoon.

CONNECT: MORE RESOURCES
INTERACT
‘Barracoon’ Brings a Lost Slave Story to Light
Archived Zora Neale Hurston Work, ‘Barracoon’ is Finally 
Published and Released
The Origin and Growth of Afro-American Literature

WATCH
Meet the Past: Zora Neale Hurston
The Legacy of Cudjo Lewis
Review of Barracoon by Zora Neale Hurston (Damon Fordham)
Clotilda: Last American Slave Ship on Disney+

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Mro7uGSC9twecg80dqHrOTaDPxhcdF7WLhwtuj68qFo/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.ibramxkendi.com/barracoon
https://www.npr.org/2018/05/08/608205763/barracoon-brings-a-lost-slave-story-to-light
https://www.becauseofthemwecan.com/blogs/culture/archived-zora-neale-hurston-work-barracoon-is-finally-published-and-released
https://www.becauseofthemwecan.com/blogs/culture/archived-zora-neale-hurston-work-barracoon-is-finally-published-and-released
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RKMNC3L_5hFb93cbH_czKJuLQlzqtZUr/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=023WLvot4Y8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=flbtjy7V5DA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xDB0pSil6O8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=udCj1M2C-1c
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Explore the History of Enslavement
The International African American Museum
The International African American Museum tells the unvarnished stories 
of the African American experience across generations, the trauma and 
triumph that gave rise to a resilient people.50 The International African 
American Museum (IAAM) is located at Gadsen’s Wharf, a former shipping 
wharf where approximately 40% of the nation’s enslaved persons 

disembarked.51 Click here to learn more.
Explore Urban Enslavement

Avery Research Center
The Avery Research Center for African American History and Culture is a division 
of the College of Charleston library system. The center is located on the site of 
the former Avery Normal Institute, the historic secondary school which trained 
Black students for professional careers and leadership roles, and served as a 
hub for Charleston’s African American community from 1865 to 1954. The Avery 
Research Center provides access to digital and physical archival collections, 
offers guided tours, hosts workshops, presents lectures and performances, 
and features physical and digital museum exhibitions.52 The specific mission of 

Avery Research Center (ARC) is to collect, preserve, and promote the unique history and culture of the 
African diaspora, with emphasis on Charleston and the South Carolina Lowcountry, and beyond.53 Click 
here to learn more.

Charleston Museum
Founded in 1773 and commonly regarded as “America’s First Museum,” The 
Charleston Museum aims to educate Charleston area residents and visitors 
about the natural and cultural history of the South Carolina Lowcountry 
through collections, exhibitions, preservation, conservation, research and 
related programming.54 Two particular exhibits of interest are “Charleston 
in the Antebellum Era: A Time of Prosperity, Technological Change & Angst” 

which details the Antebellum Era in Charleston, the Denmark Vesey trial, and Charleston’s role as key port 
for cotton export, and “Lowcountry History Hall” which contains materials related to the enslaved people 
who transformed the Lowcountry into an agricultural empire, including slave badges which allowed 
enslaved people to be hired out as laborers.55 Click here to learn more.

50. “About,” International African American Museum, accessed December 6, 2024, https://iaamuseum.org/about/.
51. “International African American Museum,” Wikipedia, updated October 21, 2024, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_African_American_Museum.
52. “Avery Research Center for African American History and Culture,” Wikipedia, updated December 4, 2024,  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avery_Research_Center_for_African_American_History_and_Culture.
53. “Visit,” Avery Research Center for African American History and Culture, College of Charleston, accessed December 6, 2024, https://avery.charleston.edu/about/visit/.
54.  “About the Museum,” Charleston Museum, accessed December 6, 2024, https://www.charlestonmuseum.org/support-us/about-the-museum/.
55. “Permanent Exhibits,” Charleston Museum.
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Old Slave Mart Museum
The Old Slave Mart Museum in downtown Charleston once housed an 
antebellum-period slave-auction gallery and is believed to be the last 
extant slave auction facility in South Carolina. Constructed in 1859, The 
Old Slave Mart Museum has operated sporadically since 1938.56 Slave 
auctions were held at this site until approximately 1863, and now the 
building now stands as the first African-American slave museum. The 
Old Slave Mart Museum is often staffed by individuals who trace their 
history to the enslaved people of Charleston.57 Click here to learn 
more.

Explore Plantation Enslavement
Drayton Hall
Drayton Hall is an 18th-century plantation house built in 1738 by enslaved 
laborers in Charleston, South Carolina. This National Historical Landmark is the 
only plantation house on the Ashley River to survive intact through both the 
Revolutionary and Civil wars.58 Born into one of South Carolina’s leading colonial 
families around 1715, John Drayton’s wealth was facilitated by the institution 
of slavery. While no documents survive from this period to provide the exact 
number of enslaved individuals owned by John Drayton, he owned more than 

100 commercial plantations totaling approximately 76,000 acres of land, and the figure is likely in the 
thousands.59 Click here to learn more.

Caw Caw Interpretive Center
Journey from the past to the present and heritage to habitat at the Ravenel Caw 
Caw Interpretive Center. Rich in natural, cultural and historical resources, Caw 
Caw was once part of several rice plantations and home to enslaved Africans 
who applied their technology and skills in agriculture to carve the series of rice 
fields out of cypress swamps. Formerly 18th and 19th century rice fields, Caw 
Caw was one of the important sites of the Stono Rebellion and is a current 

member of the National Park Service’s National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom Program.60

Click here to learn more.

56. “Old Slave Mart,” Wikipedia, updated November 17, 2024, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Slave_Mart.
57. Old Slave Mart Museum, accessed December 6, 2024, http://oldslavemartmuseum.com/.
58.  “Drayton Hall,” Wikipedia, updated February 3, 2024, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drayton_Hall
59. “People of Drayton Hall,” Drayton Hall, accessed December 6, 2024, https://draytonhall.org/the-estate/people/.
60. “Caw Caw Interpretive Center,” Charleston County Parks, accessed December 6, 2024, https://ccprc.com/53/Caw-Caw-Interpretive-Center.
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McLeod Plantation
Established in 1851, McLeod Plantation has borne witness to some of the most 
significant periods of our nation’s history. Today McLeod Plantation Historic Site 
is an important 37-acre Gullah/Geechee heritage site that has been carefully 
preserved in recognition of its cultural and historical significance. McLeod 
Plantation was built on the riches of sea island cotton – and on the backs of 
enslaved people whose work and culture are embedded in the Lowcountry’s 

very foundation. It is a living tribute to the men and women and their descendants that persevered in 
their efforts to achieve freedom, equality, and justice. All of their stories - Black and white, enslaved and 
free - are given their due. After years of careful research and restoration, McLeod Plantation Historic Site 
invites visitors to explore the lives of people who, though nearly erased from history, shaped Charleston’s 
complex past and the nation’s future.61 Click here to learn more.

Middleton Place
Middleton Place is a plantation along the banks of the Ashley River that 
was built in several phases during the 18th and 19th centuries. Middleton 
Place plantation was the primary residence of several generations of the 
Middleton family, many of whom played prominent roles in the colonial and 
antebellum history of South Carolina.62The historic preservation work and 
interpretation of history of this essential American experience focuses on 

major contributions of the Middleton family as well as the enslaved Africans and African Americans who 
lived and worked here.63 Click here to learn more.

Magnolia Plantation
Magnolia Plantation and Gardens were originally home to a rice plantation, 
with extensive earthworks of dams and dikes built in fields along the 
Ashley River to irrigate for Carolina Gold rice cultivation. These systems 
were engineered by enslaved people from rice-growing regions in Africa 
and as time went on, these enslaved people developed a creolized Gullah 
language and vibrant culture, strongly influenced by their West African 

cultures. Some of the enslaved people who were forced to work at the house were brought to Charleston 
from Barbados in the 1670s.64Today, Magnolia Plantation and Gardens is one of the oldest plantations 
in the South and has four restored and preserved cabins of the enslaved that are still present on the 
property.65 The plantation house is not the original house, it is the third home built on the site. The first 
was destroyed by fire and the second during the Civil War. Click here to learn more. 

61. “McLeod Plantation Historic Site,” Charleston County Parks, accessed December 6, 2024, https://www.ccprc.com/1447/McLeod-Plantation-Historic-Site.
62. “Middleton Place,” Wikipedia, updated January 11, 2024, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middleton_Place.
63. “A National Historic Landmark,” Middleton Place, accessed December 6, 2024, https://www.middletonplace.org/history/
64. “Magnolia Plantation and Gardens,” Wikipedia, updated August 24, 2024, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magnolia_Plantation_and_Gardens_(Charleston,_South_Carolina).
65. “History,” Magnolia Plantation, accessed December 6, 2024, https://www.magnoliaplantation.com/history.
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Boone Hall
Boone Hall Plantation was founded in 1681 and established a lucrative 
plantation in Mount Pleasant, South Carolina. The plantation is one 
of America’s oldest plantations still in operation, as it has continually 
produced agricultural crops for over 320 years. The majority of this 
labor, as well as the construction of the buildings and its characteristic 
bricks, was performed by enslaved African Americans.66 Today, 
Boone Hall offers “Beyond the Big House,” a tour of the grounds, the 
smokehouse and some of the 18th century dwellings of the enslaved, 

as well as a presentation about the Gullah people and culture.67 The home on the property is not the 
original plantation house, from the 1700’s, that structure was dismantled in the 1930’s and rebuilt. Click 
here to learn more.

To explore and learn more about African American places of historic significance in Charleston 
and the state of South Carolina, click here. 

66.  “Boone Hall,” Wikipedia, updated October 28, 2024, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boone_Hall.
67. “Education Programs,” Boone Hall Plantation, accessed December 6, 2024, https://boonehallplantation.com/education/.
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