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ABOUT THE SHOW

Alvin Ailey American Dance
Theater's school-time performance
introduces area students to the
magic of Alvin Ailey’s must-see
masterpiece Revelations, which

has been seen by more than 25
million people in 71 countries
since its creation in 1960. In the
spirit of Alvin Ailey’s famous quote
that dance “came from the people
and should always be delivered
back to the people,” the hour-long
educational experience, moderated
by one of Ailey’s dancers, also features additional performance excerpts and an insider’s
look behind-the-scenes to enlighten and encourage young people. Set to a suite of
spirituals from Alvin Ailey’s childhood memories of growing up in the Church in Texas,
Revelations uses the modern dance tradition and his African American cultural heritage to
create an uplifting celebration of the human spirit that inspires all.

ABOUT ALVIN AILEY

Alvin Ailey Jr. (1931-1989) was an American dancer, director,
choreographer, and activist who founded the Alvin Ailey
American Dance Theater (AAADT). He created AAADT and

its affiliated Alvin Ailey American Dance Center (later Ailey
School) as havens for nurturing Black artists and expressing the
universality of the African-American experience through dance.
Ailey’s work fused theater, modern dance, ballet, and jazz with
Black vernacular, creating hope-fueled choreography that
continues to spread global awareness of Black life in America.
Ailey’s choreographic masterpiece Revelations is one of the most
popular and most performed ballets in the world.
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ALVIN'AILEY AMERICAN DANGE TREATER

Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater grew
from a now-fabled performance in March
1958 at The 92nd Street YMCA in New
York City. Led by Alvin Ailey and a group of
young African American modern dancers,
that performance changed forever the
perception of American dance. The Ailey
company has gone on to perform for an
estimated 25 million people at theaters in
48 states and 71 countries on six continents
- as well as millions more through television
broadcasts, film screenings, and online
platforms. In 2008, a U.S. Congressional
resolution designated the Company as “a vital American cultural ambassador to the
world” that celebrates the uniqueness of the African American cultural experience and
the preservation and enrichment of the American modern dance heritage. When Mr.
Ailey began creating dances, he drew upon his “blood memories” of Texas, the blues,
spirituals, and gospel as inspiration, which resulted in the creation of his most popular
and critically acclaimed work, Revelations. Although he created 79 ballets over his
lifetime, Mr. Ailey maintained that his company was not exclusively a repository for his
own work. Today, the Company continues Mr. Ailey's mission by presenting important
works of the past and commissioning new ones. In all, more than 235 works by more
than 90 choreographers have been part of the Ailey company’s repertory. Before his
untimely death in 1989, Alvin Ailey named Judith Jamison as his successor, and over the
next 21 years, she brought the Company to unprecedented success. Ms. Jamison, in
turn, personally selected Robert Battle to succeed her in 2011, and The New York Times
declared he “has injected the company with new life."

"“About Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater,” Alvinailey.org, accessed June 12, 2024,
https://www.alvinailey.org/about/alvin-ailey-american-dance-theater.



https://www.alvinailey.org/about/alvin-ailey-american-dance-theater
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EXPLORE: CLASSROOM WORKSHOPS

Museum of Dance
Grades K-3

In this workshop, students will create dance poses that mimic emotions. An
assigned curator will then have to walk through the “museum of dancers”
and guess which emotion is being portrayed!

Click Here for the Lesson Plan

Physicalized Lyrics

Grades 4 & up

In this workshop, students will learn about different styles of dance, and lyrical
in particular. Students will then collaborate to create choreographed movement
sequences that physicalize song lyrics from today's top songs.

Click Here for the Lesson Plan



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bBSJkQxUKEX4pVK2nl6Tx-l1BxGM9HRp/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_hHMxf-diHXS5K1ff7amNsJIK8BzBv0P/edit
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CONNECT: THE ARTISTIC REBELLION OF MODERN DANCE

Alvin Ailey, a trained modern dancer, came to fame for his revolutionary choreography: a fusion
of modern, ballet, and jazz. Modern dance in itself is a combination of dance styles such as
ballet, folk, ethnic, religious, and social dancing. Modern dance primarily arose out of Europe
and the United States in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, and was considered to have been
developed as a rejection of, or rebellion against, classical ballet, and also a way to express social
concerns like socioeconomic and cultural factors.

Watch the video here of Alvin Ailey Dance Theater performing their renowned dance
piece Revelations. When you are finished, watch the video here of American Ballet Theatre
performing the beloved classic Swan Lake. How do these two professional dance pieces
compare to one another? Do you notice any influence of classical ballet like American
Ballet Theatre in the work of Alvin Ailey Dance Theater?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BG1lg9GV9WY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y-0TbWcloWs
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CONNECT: THE ARTISTIC REBELLION OF MODERN DANCE

Among the world of modern dancers, there are five choreographers who have been praised for
blazing the trail and laying the foundation for all those who came after them. Click the links
below to explore their choreography further.

e \“

Martha Graham Alvin Ailey Paul Taylor
(1894-1991) (1931-1989) (1930-2018)

Twyla Tharp Alison Becker Chase
(1941-) (1946-)


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iZ-OX_zYeJM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iDyfWg4PRFY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZimXHcy_tFQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1hgJt7QQOGk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7hgzw5spUxc

EXPLORE: MORE RESOURCES

WATCH

Celebrating a Century of the Martha Graham Dance Company
The History of the Paul Taylor Dance Company

When Langston Dances

By Kaija Langley

A young Black boy dreams of dancing in this exuberant, buoyant picture book celebrating the beauty of dance, and the
wonder of Black Boy Joy! Langston likes basketball okay, but what he loves is to dance—ever since he saw the Alvin Ailey
Dance Company perform. He longs to twirl into a pirouette, whirl into a piqué. He wants to arabesque and attitude,
grand battement and grand jeté. When he walks, the whole street is his stage. With his neighborhood cheering him on,
will Langston achieve his dream?

B e s KAMA LANGLEY s w KEITH MALLETT

| Got the Rhythm

By Connie Schofield-Morrison

On a simple trip to the park, the joy of music overtakes a mother and daughter. The little girl hears a rhythm coming
from the world around her from butterflies, to street performers, to ice cream sellers - everything is musical! She sniffs,
snaps, and shakes her way into the heart of the beat, finally bursting out in an impromptu dance, which all the kids join
in on! Award-winning illustrator Frank Morrison and Connie Schofield-Morrison capture the beat of the street to create
a rollicking read that will get any kid in the mood to boogie.

Boys Dance!

BU(_YS[]H!;E By John Robert Allman

¢ A lively and encouraging picture book celebrating boys who love to dance, from the renowned American Ballet Theatre.
.- o~ > Boys who love to dance are center stage in this encouraging, positive, rhyming picture book about guys who love to
j\’) . _&/’ pirouette, jeté, and plié. Created in partnership with the American Ballet Theatre and with the input of their company’s
® male dancers, here is a book that shows ballet is for everyone. Written by the acclaimed author of A Is for Audra:
: ‘ ’ Broadway’s Leading Ladies from A to Z, this book subtly seeks to address the prejudice against boys in ballet by showing
L the skill, hard work, strength, and smarts it takes to be a dancer. Fun and buoyant illustrations show boys of a variety of
ages and ethnicities, making this the ideal book for any boy who loves dance. An afterword with photos and interviews
with some of ABT's male dancers completes this empowering and joyful picture book.

Ballet for Martha: Making Appalachian Spring

By Sandra Jordan and Jan Greenberg

In 1944 the modern American ballet Appalachian Spring premiered at the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C. The
collaborators behind the performance anxiously awaited the critical response to their artistic achievement: would
the world understand what they had done? In Ballet for Martha, the journey to this stage and the success shared
among choreographer Martha Graham, composer Aaron Copland, and artist Isamu Noguchi is expressively captured
by acclaimed children’s book authors Jan Greenberg and Sandra Jordan. Together they tell the exceptional story of
the collaborative efforts behind the creation of Appalachian Spring. Martha Graham, famous American dancer and
pioneering choreographer, ignited the process with her innovative dance routines and desire to create a ballet that
would represent America. With Martha's spirit and choreography in mind, Pulitzer Prize-winning composer Aaron

Alvin Ailey

American Dance

Theater Copland built upon the melodies of an old Shaker hymn to create the original score. He titled it simply Ballet for Martha.
Upon Martha's request, artist Isamu Noguchi created the stage design for the ballet, using a simple and angular style
that reflected the movements of Martha's choreography.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQzqNmXc8as
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dovJz1NW7i0
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EXPLORE: MORE RESOURCES

VISIT

Annex Dance Company

Professional Modern Dance in Charleston, South Carolina
Annex Dance Company is committed to providing
accessibility to professional modern dance in
Charleston, SC. Under the artistic direction of Kristin
Alexander and associate artistic director Julie Clark,
the company is rooted in modern dance tradition
while pushing the boundaries of movement invention
through relationships and intention. Performance,
collaboration, and education remain at the forefront
of every season. Annex Dance Company supports the
arts through collaborative projects with artists of
different mediums.

For more information about Annex Dance Company,
click here.

Unbound Ballet Project

Charleston’s Professional Contemporary Ballet Company
The Unbound Ballet Project began as a way for
professional dancer, teacher and choreographer
Crystal Wellman to explore new artistic opportunities
while also employing her friends and fellow dancers in
the off-season. UBP uses non-traditional spaces and
incorporates the unique aspects of those spaces into
the theme of the choreography.

For more information about Unbound Ballet Project,

click here.

ANNEX DANCE
COMPANY

UNBOUND
e



https://annexdancecompany.org/
https://www.crystalwellman.com/produce

EXPLORE: DANCE STYLES FROM AROUND THE WORLD

Khon is a style of dance from Thailand

Irish step dance is a style of Salsa is a Latin dance, associated

ot 2 e prfoed e o £ perfomancedance i Goclcroos,  Wihs3a music which s st
erformed solel i%the royal court b ’ generally characterized by a stiff upper  popularized in the United States during
En nin mask velh r Y moani dy body and fast, precise movements the 1960s in New York City. Salsa is
b en r tars S’nd Ot? Si?iccr? | pia het of the feet. Irish step dance was a mixture of Cuban dances, such as
(Tyh ?wiang snad ar a | r?ir? tli pmant ) made popular around the world by mambo, pachanga, and rumba, as well
n 2 mbl ?I'hi E[)re é:iissno | Ths : 3 ne > Riverdance, an Irish step-dancing as American dances such as swing and
et sle rrft.)in > ma n orta lik ad i ce performance, in the 1994 Eurovision tap. Salsa dance steps can be done
(sjryfnco nd ne15 ia y arts fike dance, Song Contest, that later became a individually, but salsa is most popularly
ama. usic. hugely successful theatrical production.  known as a partnered dance where
Two types of shoes are worn in Irish the lead takes the follower through a
step dance; hard shoes, which make series of spins and turns patterns
sounds similar to tap shoes, and soft to music.

shoes (called Ghillies), which are similar
to ballet slippers.

The Sun Dance is a ceremony practiced by some Native
Americans in the United States and Indigenous peoples
in Canada, primarily those of the Plains cultures. It
usually involves the community gathering together to
pray for healing, and individuals may make personal
sacrifices on behalf of the community. After European
colonization of the Americas, and with the formation

of the Canadian and United States governments, both
countries passed laws intended to suppress Indigenous
cultures and force assimilation to the majority Anglo-
American culture, with the Sun Dance being made a
prohibited ceremony. Canada lifted its prohibition
against the ceremony in 1951, and the United States
did so in 1978 by passing the American Indian Religious
Freedom Act (AIRFA).

Kizomba is a social dance and music
genre that originated in Angola during
late 1970s to early 1980s. Kizomba is a
national heritage of Angola and means
“party” in Kimbundu. Traditionally,
kizomba was danced with family,
friends, and acquaintances in social
Alvin Ai|ey settings such as parties and weddings,
. but is nowadays also enjoyed in
American Dance clubs, as well as other settings such
Theater as Kizomba Na Rua (Kizomba on the
street) that are popular in Luanda.
9
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EXPLORE: MORE RESOURCES

WATCH

Khon - The Masked Dance Drama of Thailand

Riverdance at the Eurovision Song Contest - 30 April 1994, Dublin
Kizomba with Yami & St'Effy

e :
Holy City Salsa

Latin Dance in Charleston, SC

The mission of Holy City Salsa is to share the joy of music, movement and community through
dance. Holy City Salsa has been dancing in Charleston since 2016, offering group classes for
dancers of all levels, as well as periodic workshops and social dance events. Holy City Salsa’s
instructors are passionate and enthusiastic about dance, especially the power of social dance to
bring people together. The dance floor is a place where you see people of ALL walks of life, and
Holy City Salsa is a community of varied individuals who all have one thing in common: dance.
For more information about Holy City Salsa, click here.

- :3 buen aché

Buen Aché

Afro-Latino Dance Company in Charleston & Greenville

Buen Aché is an Afro-Latino dance company based in Charleston and Greenville, South Carolina.
The company seeks to create awareness of the vibrant African contribution to Latino culture,
music, and dance. Drawing on folkloric dances of Cuba, Peru, Dominican Republic, Brazil, and
other Latin American nations, Buen Aché explores elements of African artistic expression in the
New World. Buen Aché believes that the addition of an Afro-Latino presence to South Carolina’s
artistic and cultural scene serves to emphasize the connections of the African Diaspora
throughout the Americas.

For more information about Buen Aché, click here.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1AFj-vdaxmk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w0v_pu6miJ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6WOVBNULkYc
https://www.holycitysalsa.com/
https://www.buenachedance.org/
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EXPLORE: MORE RESOURCES

READ
i
Finding SNY

Finding My Dance

By Ria Thundercloud

In her debut picture book, professional Indigenous dancer Ria Thundercloud tells the true story of her path to dance
and how it helped her take pride in her Native American heritage. At four years old, Ria Thundercloud was brought into
the powwow circle, ready to dance in the special jingle dress her mother made for her. As she grew up, she danced with
her brothers all over Indian country. Then Ria learned more styles - tap, jazz, ballet - but still loved the expressiveness
of Indigenous dance. And despite feeling different as one of the only Native American kids in her school, she always
knew she could turn to dance to cheer herself up. Follow along as Ria shares her dance journey - from dreaming of her
future to performing as a professional - accompanied by striking illustrations that depict it while bringing her graceful
movements to life.

Why We Dance: A Story of Hope and Healing

By Deidre Havrelock

From Indigenous creative team Deidre Havrelock and Aly McKnight comes a powerful and exuberant story about the
heritage, joy, and healing power of the Jingle Dress Dance—a perfect read-aloud picture book. It's a special day—the day
of the Jingle Dress Dance! Before the big powwow, there's a lot to do: getting dressed, braiding hair, packing lunches,
and practicing bounce-steps. But one young girl gets butterflies in her stomach thinking about performing in front of her
whole community. When the drumbeats begin, though, her family soothes her nerves and reminds her why she dances.

Emerging historically in response to the global influenza pandemic of 1918-19, the Jingle Dress Dance is a ceremonial dance of healing and
prayer that still thrives today in many Indigenous and First Nations communities across North America. Lyrically and rhythmically written with
lush, full-color illustrations, Why We Dance is a joyous celebration of a proud Indigenous tradition that inspires hope, resilience, and unity.

| Ballet Folklorico de °
o B

Tito Puente: Mambo King

By Monica Brown

In this vibrant bilingual picture book biography of musician Tito Puente, readers will dance along to the beat of the mambo
king's life. Tito Puente loved banging pots and pans as a child, but what he really dreamed of was having his own band one
day. From Spanish Harlem to the Grammy Awards - and all the beats in between - this is the true life story of a boy whose
passion for music turned him into the “King of Mambo.” Award-winning author-illustrator duo Monica Brown and Rafael
Lopez bring the remarkable story of this talented legend to life in this Pura Belpré Honor Book.

Suki’s Kimono

By Chieri Uegaki

Suki’s favorite possession is her blue cotton kimono. A gift from her obachan, it holds special memories of her
grandmother’s visit last summer. And Suki is going to wear it on her first day back to school - no matter what anyone
says. When it's Suki's turn to share with her classmates what she did during the summer, she tells them about the street
festival she attended with her obachan and the circle dance that they took part in. In fact, she gets so carried away
reminiscing that she's soon humming the music and dancing away, much to the delight of her entire class! Filled with
gentle enthusiasm and a touch of whimsy, Suki’s Kimono is the joyful story of a little girl whose spirit leads her to march -
and dance - to her own drumbeat.

Danza!: Amalia Herndndez and El Ballet Folklorico de México

By Duncan Tonatiuh

As a child, Amalia saw a pair of dancers in the town square. The way they stomped and swayed to the rhythm of the beat
inspired her. She knew one day she would become a dancer. Amalia studied ballet and modern dance under the direction
of skilled teachers who had performed in world-renowned dance companies. But she never forgot the folk dance she had
seen years earlier. She began traveling through the Mexican countryside, witnessing the dances of many regions, and she
used her knowledge of ballet and modern dance to adapt the traditional dances to the stage. She founded her own dance
company, a group that became known as El Ballet Folklérico de México. Using his signature illustration style, inspired by the
ancient art of the Mixtecs, Tonatiuh tells the story of Amalia Hernandez and the formation of one of the most famous and
successful dance companies in the world. This is a celebration of Mexican heritage, culture, and dance that will entertain
young readers and their parents.
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EXPLORE: UNIQUE DANCE GROUPS

The Hiplet Ballerinas are the professional company of the
Chicago Multi-Cultural Dance Center in the USA. Hiplet™ was
created by Artistic Director Homer Hans Bryant & evolved
from the “Rap Ballet” of the 1990s. Specifically designed

to make Ballet accessible to all people, Hiplet™ is a fusion
between classical pointe technique, Hip-Hop, and a variety
of other dance styles.

Led by artistic director Nadia Adame and managing
director Danae Rees, AXIS is one of the nation’s
most acclaimed ensembles of disabled, non-
disabled, d/Deaf and neurodiverse performers.

AXIS was founded in 1987 and creates world-class
productions that challenge perceptions and redefine
dance and disability. The California Bay Area-based
company has toured more than 100 cities in the U.S.,
Israel and Palestine, United Kingdom, Europe, United
Arab Emirates, and Russia, and has received nine
Isadora Duncan Dance Awards. AXIS commissions
new work from a host of renowned international
choreographers including Marc Brew, Arthur Pita,
Robin Dekkers, Asun Noales, and Jennifer Archibald.

The Millennium Dance Complex is known
worldwide as the premiere studio of the
commercial dance world and is widely referred
to as “the place where it all happens.” Although
the studio’s A-list clientele and a faculty of the
most sought after dancers and choreographers
in the world has catapulted MILLENNIUM to a
global brand, it still remains notably grounded,
welcoming and dedicated to the highest level of
service and instruction.
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EXPLORE: MORE RESOURCES

WATCH
Kyle Hanagami Choreography at Millenium Dance Complex

AXIS Choreo-Lab 2022 - Short Documentary
AXIS Dance Company - Adelante (Teaser)

Chicago's Hiplet Ballerinas Perform on ABC 7

VISIT

Community Moves

Bridging Differences Through Dance

Community Moves, a program of Dance Conservatory of Charleston, was created to provide
more access to dance for people of all abilities. Exploring movement in an inclusive setting can
increase confidence; improve physical strength, balance and coordination; and forge important
social bonds. For the past four years, with the help of the Gaillard Center and other supporters,
Community Moves brought the joy of dance to children with cerebral palsy and other
neuromuscular challenges. This program, based on the best practices in adaptive dance from
The New York City Ballet, is open to all participants and their siblings at no cost.

For more information about Community Moves, click here.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QC7iMA2CoQk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqHGZdSQEfs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yH9_BlOmLBE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VJqmS2nmYos
https://www.danceconservatorychs.com/dance-conservatory-community/
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SOUTH CAROLINA STANDARDS

South Carolina College and Career Ready Academic Standards

ELA.4.AOR.1.1 - Explain how setting and conflict cause characters to change and how conflict(s)
contributes to plot development.

ELA.5.AOR.2.1 - Explain the development of an explicit or implied theme over the course of a
literary text.

South Carolina College and Career Ready Arts Standards

D.CNL.1.1 - I can move my body in different ways.

D.CNL.2.2 - | can create literal movement based on an emotion, idea or experience.
D.PNM.3.1 - | can demonstrate still and moving body shapes that show changes in levels and
size.

D.PNL.4.3 - | can maintain personal space while moving.

D.CNL.7.1 - | can identify a relationship between dance and another subject in my school.
T.PNL.3.3 - | can participate collaboratively in guided drama experiences.


https://www.alvinailey.org/about/alvin-ailey-american-dance-theater

EDUCATIONAL PARTNERS

Support for this program is made possible by generous donors who have
committed time and resources to the Charleston Gaillard Center’s Dance Initiative.

The Gaillard Center would like to thank the following educational partners in their
ongoing support of our Education & Community program. This program is also
supported, in part, by a grant from a private foundation.

Gaillard Center Partners

THE MARTHA & JOHN M.

RIVERS

PERFORMANCE HALL
FOUNDATION

OF CHARLESTON
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EDUCATIONAL PARTNERS
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