
 

  



Alvin Ailey and a group of young Black modern dancers first 
performed at New York's 92nd Street Young Men's Hebrew 
Association, under the name Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater 
(AAADT), in March 1958. At this point in time, Alvin Ailey was the 
company's director, choreographer, and principal dancer. The 
company started as an ensemble of only seven dancers, plus their 
choreographer, and many guest choreographers. Following their first 
performance, which included Alvin Ailey's Blues Suite, the company 
traveled on what were known as the "station wagon tours"; in 1960, the 
AAADT became a resident company of the 51st Street YWCA's Clark 
Center for the Performing Arts. It was during this period that Ailey 
choreographed his famous work Revelations, a character dance done to 
traditional music. In 1962, Ailey changed his all-black dance company 
into a multi-racial group, believing that there was a kind of reverse 
chauvinism to anything all black. In that same year, the company was 
chosen to tour the Far East, Southeast Asia and Australia as part of 
President John F. Kennedy's "President's Special International 
Program for Cultural Presentations". AAADT was the first "Black" 
company to travel for Kennedy's program. Judith Jamison, a star of the 
company for 15 years, joined the company in 1965. 
Ailey established a school in 1969, the same year that the company 
moved to the Brooklyn Academy of Music. Both company and school 
relocated to 229 East 59th Street in Manhattan a year later, to a 
renovated church building. In April of that year, a financial crisis 
caused Ailey to issue a statement that the dissolution of the company 
might take place. The crisis abated, however, and in 1971 AAADT 
made its first performance at the New York City Center, where it is 
currently the resident company.  
  

  



 

 

  

Alvin Ailey American Dance 
Theater’s 60th Anniversary 
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater marks its 60th anniversary on 
March 30, 2018 with the online release of a video performance of the “I 
Wanna Be Ready: section of Revelations, performed by veteran Ailey 
dancer Mathew Rushing in and arounf Mt. Olive Baptist Church in Mr. 
Ailey’s hometown of Rogers, Texas. This video is part of an ongoing 
series directed and produced by the French choreographer and 
filmmaker Redha Mejellekh that has garnered millions of views on 
various social media and other online platforms. 

Check out the video here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3eO7xD8gmo 

 



  

What to Expect on Show Day! 
 

Lecture Demonstration- This daytime program will serve as an 
introduction to dance as an art form and will explore the different styles 
that influence Alvin Ailey Company’s choreography. The Master teacher 

will come out prior to each demonstration and will explain what the 
students will see. The dancers will break down some of the individual 

styles of dance by demonstrating specific steps and the differences 
between them. Each dance piece will be an example of the larger 

evening performance. The lecture demonstration will end with a Q&A 
session where the dancers will take questions, provide answers and 

discuss the creative process and dance as a means of expression with the 
students.  



 

 

All Ages 

Dance is a Story 

Beaded metal Dancers 

Materials: 

• Long plastic beads 
• 2 pipe cleaners per student 
• Small piece of Model Magic clay per student 

Learning Target: 

• Students will design a short movement dance, focusing on the 5 
elements of dance, to showcase their own personal story or 
statement. 

• Students will select a pose that resembles a part of them and will 
demonstrate and explain. 

Activity: 

• After listening to the history and story of Alvin Ailey and his 
dance company, students will create a beaded, movable dancer.  

• Students will then come up with their own dance that will consist 
of 4 short movements that tell their own personal story.  

• Students can share their final pose on their dancer and explain the 
symbolism.  

Standards: 

D.CR NH.1.2 I can explore ideas through movement and explain my choices. 

Standard 7: Analyze the relationship among ideas, themes, or topics in multiple media and formats 
and in visual, auditory, and kinesthetic modalities. 



 

  

Audience Etiquette 
Watching a play is different from watching television or a sporting 
event. When you watch T.V. you may leave the room or talk. At a 
sporting event you might cheer and shout and discuss what you’re 
seeing. Your role as a member of the audience in a play means you 
must watch and listen carefully because- 

• You need to concentrate on what the dancers are doing. 
• The dancers are affected by your behavior because they share 

the room with you. Talking and moving around can make it 
difficult for them to concentrate on their roles. 

• Extra noises and movement can distract other audience 
members.  

• There should be no eating, drinking or gum chewing during 
the show. 

• Make sure to turn off all electronic devices. 
• There should be no audio or video recording during the 

performance. 
• Most importantly, ENJOY THE SHOW! 

 



 

 

HAVE KIDS WHO’D LIKE TO TAKE CLASSES? HOW 
ABOUT YOU? 

Master Classes 

MASTER CLASSES INTRODUCE LOCAL STUDENTS TO 
ACCOMPLISHED EXPERTS IN THE PERFORMING ARTS 

Students are given the opportunity to learn, observe and interact with 
artists from around the world.    

 
WORKSHOPS 

   In- School Workshops 
with Sterling DeVries and Stephanie Creger, Director and Coordinator 
of Education, Charleston Gaillard Center    
   
The Charleston Gaillard will offer in-school workshops prior to each 
educational performance. The workshops correlate directly to the live 
performances. Each workshop presents the content covered in the 
performance and connects it to the classroom curriculum through the 
arts. Students will be immersed in an arts-enhanced lesson of theatre, 
music, literature, design, dance or visual arts.  
 

   CAMPS 

The Gaillard Center music and theater camps offer students in the 
Lowcountry the opportunity to learn and thrive in the performing 
arts. Through a blending of instructional and performance opportunities, 
our camp programs help develop skills that will last a lifetime. Camps 
that we offer: 

• Jazz 
• Dance 
• Theater  

 

 

For more information, contact sdevries@gaillardcenter.com  

or screger@gaillardcenter.com 

 


