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Charleston Gaillard Center and Closing the Gap in Health Care
Announce the Return of Lowcountry Jazz Festival

September 4 -6, 2026

LABOR DAY W EEMKEND

LOWCOUNTRY

JAZZ FESTIVAL

March 9, 2026 — Charleston, South Carolina — The Charleston Gaillard Center and Closing the
Gap in Health Care, Inc. are pleased to announce the return of the Lowcountry Jazz Festival,
September 4-6, 2026. Under the direction of award-winning producer Tony Clarke, Charleston's
signature smooth jazz weekend brings together nationally celebrated artists for three nights of
music, community, and purpose in the heart of downtown Charleston.

The Lowcountry Jazz Festival remains the primary fundraiser for Closing the Gap in Health Care,
Inc., founded by Dr. Thaddeus J. Bell to advance health equity and health education in underserved
communities. Through outreach, advocacy, and innovative public health initiatives, the
organization continues its vital work to reduce health disparities across South Carolina and the
Southeast—embodying the festival’s long-standing mission of “jazzing with a purpose.”

Festivities begin on Friday, September 4, with the joyous All White Party, an elegant evening
where guests are invited to wear their finest white attire. The night is headlined by saxophonist
Vincent Ingala, whose melodic style and chart-topping contemporary jazz hits have made him a
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favorite on stages across the country. The White Party sets a celebratory tone for the weekend with
smooth sounds, style, and shared experience.

On Saturday, September 5, the Festival continues with an exciting lineup featuring acclaimed
saxophonist Lakecia Benjamin and smooth jazz guitar icon Peter White as opening artists. The
evening culminates with Grammy Award winner Anthony Hamilton, whose rich vocals and
heartfelt interpretations blend jazz, soul, and R&B into an unforgettable live performance.

The Festival concludes on Sunday, September 6, with an evening that pairs elegance and
virtuosity. Opening the night are pianist Keiko Matsui and legendary vocalist and guitarist
Jonathan Butler, both internationally renowned for their expressive musicianship and genre-
spanning careers. The final night is headlined by contemporary jazz powerhouses Rick Braun and
Richard Elliot, whose combined energy and artistry provide a thrilling close to the Festival
weekend.

More than a three-day music event, the Lowcountry Jazz Festival is a celebration of culture,
connection, and community impact. Each year, it draws music lovers from across the country
while continuing to spotlight the importance of health equity and access to care.

“As the Lowcountry Jazz Festival continues to grow, its heart remains firmly rooted in service,” said
Dr. Thaddeus J. Bell, founder of Closing the Gap in Health Care, Inc. “This weekend of music
reflects the power of coming together to uplift communities and inspire meaningful change.”

Lissa Frenkel, President and CEO of the Charleston Gaillard Center, added, “The Gaillard is
proud to once again partner with Closing the Gap in Health Care for this extraordinary weekend.
The Lowcountry Jazz Festival exemplifies how the performing arts can bring people together in
celebration while supporting a mission that makes a lasting difference.”

TICKETS

Tickets on sale Friday, March 13, at 11:00am EST at gaillardcenter.org. Gaillard Members
receive presale access! To learn more about our Membership program, please contact our
Development Office at jdacy@gaillardcenter.org.

Returning for 2026! VIP packages are available, offering premium seating, exclusive artist meet
and greets, early access to the venue, and convenient hotel options. These packages provide the
ultimate festival experience for fans looking to make the most of this unforgettable weekend.
Additional information available at gaillardcenter.org.

ABOUT CLOSING THE GAP IN HEALTH CARE
The Lowcountry Jazz Festival is the primary fundraiser for Closing the Gap in Health Care, Inc., a
501(c)3 nonprofit organization whose primary mission is decreasing health disparities and
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increasing health literacy, especially for the underserved in our community, South Carolina, and
the nation.

The organization airs radio and television health tips, publishes a weekly e-newsletter, and
provides information on social media to improve health literacy. Lectures, seminars, and youth and
community activities are also provided by Closing the Gap in Health Care, Inc. Proceeds from the
Festival support the mission of Closing the Gap in Health Care, Inc. and the Thaddeus John Bell,
M.D. Endowment Fund. This scholarship fund was created conjointly with the Coastal Community
Foundation of South Carolina to assist students who pursue a health science degree and graduate
from the Medical University of South Carolina. This will facilitate an increase in the number of
African American health providers in the state.

The Lowcountry Jazz Festival and Closing the Gap in Health Care, Inc. have made contributions,
exceeding $250,000, to the Thaddeus John Bell, M.D. Endowment Fund.

ABOUT THE CHARLESTON GAILLARD CENTER

A leader in the performing arts in the Southeast, the Charleston Gaillard Center commissions,
supports, and presents ambitious, multidisciplinary cultural programming and provides access to
the best local, national, and global artists and companies on its stage. Deeply rooted in the
community, the Gaillard Center is committed to elevating local and regional voices and partnering
with Charleston institutions to reflect the city’s diversity, both on stage and off. Through
programming on its public campus and extensive arts education initiatives, the Gaillard Center
serves as a platform to participate in community building and essential dialogue.

Established as a nonprofitin 2015, its campus includes the 1,818-seat Martha and John M. Rivers
Performance Hall; a 16,000 square-foot exhibition hall that is home to artistic activations,
community and corporate events, and celebrations; and an adjacent park space that was recently
activated for artistic presentations. Behind the scenes the Gaillard Center also fosters a culture of
excellence and inclusion, employing a robust and talented staff, and providing opportunities for
growth and engagement across the arts sector. Find more information and upcoming programming
at gaillardcenter.org.
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