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Charleston Gaillard Center Announces Three Local Honorees
for Monuments Outdoor Installation

Installation open nightly from February 27 to March 31, 2026.
Free and open to the public.

January 27,2026 — Charleston, SC — Today the Charleston Gaillard Center announced three
Charlestonians to be honored in Monuments, an outdoor projection-based installation by
internationally acclaimed artist Craig Walsh. Nominated by the community and selected by a jury
of local leaders, the honorees will be featured in the installation, on view from February 27 to
March 31 (nightly; 7:00pm - 10:00pm; 8:30pm — 10:00pm on Friday, February 27) on George Street
in front of the Gaillard.

The Monuments honorees are Diane Hamilton, a West Ashley educator, historian, and community
advocate whose work has preserved the history of the Maryville neighborhood; Leroy Moore, a
case manager with North Charleston-based nonprofit Neighbors Together who supports
individuals and families through direct service and resource connection; and Jeffrey Yungman, an
assistant public defender whose career has focused on legal advocacy for vulnerable populations,
including individuals experiencing homelessness.

“These honorees reflect the spirit of Monuments—individuals whose impact is deeply felt in
everyday ways,” said Lissa Frenkel, President and CEO of the Charleston Gaillard Center. “By
elevating unsung heroes through this work, we are invited to reconsider who we honor and why,
and to recognize the people shaping Charleston through service, advocacy, and care.”

Monuments is a globally recognized public art project that challenges traditional ideas of
commemoration. Using large-scale projected portraits mapped onto trees, Walsh creates
temporary, luminous monuments honoring living community members rather than historical
figures. Each installation is site-specific and ephemeral, encouraging reflection on visibility, legacy,
and collective memory.

Free and open to the public, Monuments transforms the streetscape into a shared space for
recognition and reflection, underscoring the Gaillard’s commitment to accessible, community-
centered art experiences.
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A distinguished local jury reviewed nominations and selected the honorees featured in
Monuments:

e Rabbi Stephanie Alexander, Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim (KKBE), Senior Rabbi
e Dr.ThaddeusJ. Bell, Closing the Gap in Health Care, Founder

e |aVanda Brown, YWCA Greater Charleston, Executive Director

e |ee Deas, Obviouslee, Founder

e Jayme Host, College of Charleston School of the Arts, Dean

e Asiah Mae, Second Poet Laureate of Charleston, SC

e John Powell, Southeastern Wildlife Exposition, President and CEO

e Jonatan Guerrero Ramirez, We Are Family, Program Director

e Marka Danielle Rodgers, Dancer and Accessible Yoga Instructor

e Timothy Rogers, Charleston Stage, Managing Director

e Nicole Taney, Charleston Gaillard Center, VP of Artistic Programming

This projectis funded in part by Blue Cross Blue Shield of South Carolina and the Wayne and Alicia
Gregory Family Foundation.

ABOUT CRAIG WALSH

Craig Walsh is a visual artist based in Brisbane, Australia. Over the last 30 years, Walsh has
become widely known for his pioneering works — including innovative approaches to projection
mapping in unconventional sites. His site-responsive works have animated natural environments
and features such as trees, rivers, and mountains, as well as public art projects in urban and
architectural spaces. He is also renowned for his site interventions at live events, including iconic
works at music festivals across Australia and internationally.

ABOUT DIANE HAMILTON

Diane Hamilton is a retired educator from the Charleston County School District, where she served
in various capacities, including teacher, social studies department chair, presenter, and teacher
coach. A native of Charleston, Hamilton remains deeply engaged in her community through her
church, her role as historian of her neighborhood association, and her involvement with the public
service organization Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., where she has held several elected and
appointed positions. She has also presented historical lectures at the Cynthia Graham Hurd/St.
Andrews Library, the Lowcountry Senior Citizens Center, the Waring Senior Center, and for
numerous other community groups.

In 2025, Hamilton partnered with the Preservation Society of Charleston to install a historical
marker for the Fredrick Deming, Jr. Industrial School, formerly located in the Town of Maryville. She
served as president of the Maryville/Ashleyville Neighborhood Association for ten years (2010-



2020) and has held leadership and advisory roles with several civic organizations, including the
Board of Directors for Charleston Habitat for Humanity (2011-2016), the organization’s Family
Services Committee (2008-2016), and the West Ashley Senior Services Coordinating Committee
(2011-2016). She was appointed by former Mayor Joseph P. Riley, Jr. to the 10,000 Trees Initiative
and by former Mayor John Tecklenburg to the West Ashley Revitalization Commission. Hamilton
currently serves on the boards of the Charleston Redevelopment Corporation for Affordable
Housing and the Charleston Neighborhood Commission. In 2021, Hamilton published Maryville:
The Audacity of a People, a history of the Town of Maryville from 1886 to 1936. Her historical
research continues both independently and in collaboration with The West Ashley Historians.

ABOUT LEROY MOORE

Leroy Moore is a Charleston, South Carolina, native whose life’s work is rooted in service,
compassion, and the belief that communities are strengthened through care and opportunity. With
academic training in human services, criminal justice, and substance abuse counseling, Moore
has dedicated nearly three decades to supporting youth and families across the Lowcountry. His
work includes service with the Department of Juvenile Justice, juvenile detention centers, suicide
prevention and crisis hotlines, and teen support programs, addressing some of the community’s
most vulnerable moments with understanding and grace.

Beyond direct service, Moore has led as a PTA president, Title | vice chair, and longtime member of
Neighbors Together, giving back to the community for over 20 years. A minister at New Life
Christian Fellowship under the leadership of Pastor Dexter Easley and Lady Lisa Easley, he is also
the founder and CEO of Leroy Moore Cleaning, creating pathways to employment for teens and
adults while affirming dignity, purpose, and collective responsibility.

ABOUT JEFFREY YUNGMAN

Jeffrey Yungman was born and raised in Elyria, Ohio. Upon graduating from Ohio State, he moved to
New Orleans where he worked as a police officer before attending graduate school at Tulane
University. After receiving his MSW and MPH, he was employed in several social work positions in
New Orleans before moving to Charleston, South Carolina.

From 1999 to 2007, he was the Clinical Director of Crisis Ministries, the homeless shelter in
Charleston. Recognizing the homeless community's need for legal services, he enrolled in the first
class of the Charleston School of Law. Upon graduation, he created the Crisis Ministries Homeless
Justice Project. For 16 years, he was the Legal Director of the Project, which provided free legal
services to anyone in the Charleston area who was unhoused. As part of his work, he started the
second Homeless Court in the state, and the first Housing Court in the state. In 2023, rather than
retire, he joined the staff of the Charleston County Public Defender's Office where he now
represents people who are primarily unhoused in criminal matters.



He has made presentations on legalissues facing the unhoused at conferences across the
country, had articles published in legal journals, and as an adjunct professor teaches a class on
Public Interest Law Practice and the Indigent at the Charleston School of Law.

ABOUT THE CHARLESTON GAILLARD CENTER

A leader in the performing arts in the Southeast, the Charleston Gaillard Center commissions,
produces, and presents ambitious, multidisciplinary cultural programming and provides access to
the best local, national, and global artists and companies on its stage. Deeply rooted in the
community, the Gaillard is committed to elevating local and regional voices and partnering with
Charleston institutions to reflect the city’s diversity, both on stage and off. Through programming
on its public campus and extensive arts education initiatives, the Gaillard serves as a platform to
participate in community building and essential dialogue.

Established as a nonprofitin 2015, its campus includes the 1,818-seat Martha and John M. Rivers
Performance Hall; a 16,000 square-foot exhibition hall that is home to artistic activations,
community and corporate events, and celebrations; and an adjacent park space that was recently
activated for artistic presentations. Behind the scenes the Gaillard also fosters a culture of
excellence and inclusion, employing a robust and talented staff, and providing opportunities for
growth and engagement across the arts sector. Find more information and upcoming programming
at gaillardcenter.org.
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